
June is National Homeownership Month, and GMM Habitat is teaming up with local banks and partners to
help residents take the first step toward owning a home. Join one of our free workshops to learn about
credit score basics, mortgage readiness, and financial planning for homeownership.

Sessions will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. at these dates and locations:
June 4 at the New Brunswick Library (Spanish only); June 16 at the Perth Amboy Housing Authority; 
June 23 at the East Brunswick Library; June 30 at the Randolph Public Library.

Special thanks to our partners: Chase Bank, Columbia Bank, Peoples Security Bank & Trust, Provident
Bank, City of East Brunswick, City of New Brunswick, City of Perth Amboy and the Township of Randolph.
And a special thank you to our fellow housing advocates at the Housing Partnership and the Housing
Authority of the City of Perth Amboy.

Free Workshops Held During National Homeownership Month

GMM Habitat Honors the Legacy of Founding Member ﻿William “Butchie” Barber Jr.
GMM Habitat joins the community in honoring the life and legacy of William “Butchie” Barber Jr., a
founding member of Morris Habitat for Humanity, who passed away on May 17 at the age of 84.

Mr. Barber was known as a bridge-builder and community ambassador with a passion for racial and
economic justice. He was among the early group of local leaders who worked in the mid-1980s to
bring Habitat for Humanity to Morris County—helping turn a shared vision of affordable
homeownership into a reality. When Morris Habitat was building its first project in Morristown, Mr.
Barber visited nearby homeowners to introduce Morris Habitat to its neighbors.

Beyond Habitat, Mr. Barber gave decades of service to Morristown as a councilman, mentor, coach,
and community advocate—touching countless lives through his leadership and dedication.

Now Accepting Applications for 12 New Homes
GMM Habitat is accepting applications for 12 affordable homeownership opportunities in Old
Bridge. This development will include a mix of 1- to 4-bedroom homes designed for households
of one to eight people.

All applicants must attend a mandatory information session before applying. Upcoming virtual
sessions will be held June 17, June 27 (Spanish), July 16, July 25, and Aug. 4. An in-person
session will be held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. July 29 at the Old Bridge Library. 

The application deadline is Aug. 31, with random selection held Sept. 24. To apply visit:
https://www.morrishabitat.org/homeownership/apply-for-home-ownership

GMM Habitat to Break Ground on 12 Homes in Old Bridge

Follow us on Social Media! www.GMMHabitat.org

Last month, 2,500 volunteers built 24 homes in five days in Atlanta during Habitat for
Humanity’s 40  Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work Project (CWP). The annual event, led
for three decades by the late president and first lady, brings thousands of volunteers
together in a building sprint while also raising awareness of the need for decent,
affordable housing around the world.
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GMM Habitat’s own Terry-Ann Zander, vice president of marketing and
communications, participated last month in this extraordinary feat of coordination,
construction, and kindness, and told us about it.

“The thing that stuck out to me … was the sheer enormity of it all, the convergence of
people from all over the country focused on one goal together—building homes for
people in need of an affordable home. I met many people who have participated in
the CWP in all corners of the world. I worked with one man, Willie, who has been on
33 CWPs, and Charles who had participated for 22 years, Dave for 16, and Greg for
six years. And Betty, 75 years old, from Florida still plugging along. There were
wonderful stories of friendship and neighbor helping neighbor. And incredible
homeowners. We met Amber, Rachel, Phileena, Gloria (a first-time home buyer at 67
years old), and we had the opportunity to help build Daniel's home. I'm hooked and
will go on as many CWP trips as I can in the future.”

A Spirit of Community, Kindness and Joy

6/4, 6/16, 6/23 & 6/30
 Homeownership Workshops﻿

﻿6/14 Flag Day 

﻿6/19 Juneteenth
(Offices, Construction Sites closed. ReStore
open regular hours)﻿

﻿6/21 Father's Day

Please join us at 11 a.m. June 10 as we celebrate the start of construction for 12 new
homes in Old Bridge and the beginning of a life-changing journey for 12 future
homeowners.

The project will include six, two-family modular duplexes, each with one to four bedrooms.
Homebuyers will be selected through an application and lottery process (please see
below for details) and will participate in Habitat’s homeownership education program.
They also will help build their homes alongside volunteers. The homes are being built at
200 Laurence Parkway and are expected to be completed next year. Partners include Old
Bridge Township, which donated the .8-acre parcel, and the New Jersey Affordable
Housing Trust Fund.

GMM Habitat does not just build homes; we build
stability, opportunity, and hope. 
If you can attend, please RSVP by June 8.

https://www.morrishabitat.org/
national-home-ownership-

month-june-2026dy
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Thank You for Supporting Women Build 2026!

Home is more than a place. It’s
stability, safety, belonging, and
the foundation people build their
lives around. This National
Homeownership Month, we’re
celebrating the value of having a
safe and affordable place to call
home and the communities that
make that possible.

Help support affordable housing
for local families by donating your
unused vehicle through Cars for
Homes.

✔ Free towing
✔ Easy process
✔ Local impact
✔ Tax deductible

 Go to https://bit.ly/37tKx5S. 

Greater Middlesex & Morris Habitat for Humanity | (973) 891-1934 | info@GMMHabitat.org
274 South Salem Street Randolph, NJ 07869 & 2 Randolph Road Plainfield, NJ 07068

For the first time in decades, Congress is considering a national housing bill that would boost housing
supply and homeownership across the country. The House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed
the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act last month, and the legislation now heads to the Senate for
consideration and a vote. GMM Habitat will continue to work to encourage passage of this landmark bill.

At the state level, later this month, several agencies are expected to submit housing affordability
reports to New Jersey Gov. Mikie Sherrill, examining ways to cut red tape, develop surplus state-owned
land, and fund housing production.

For information or to lend your voice to these efforts, please contact Barbara Dunn, director of
advocacy and global engagement, at Barbara.dunn@morrishabitat.org.

Landmark National Housing Bill Moves Forward; State Developing Affordability Recommendations

 Summer is Busy with ReStore Special Events
Save the date for the ReStore’s 15  Annual Lucky Duck sale on Saturday, July 11. The event features games, fun, and
our annual duck pond for discounts. Stay tuned for details. Vendors interested in participating in the sale should
contact Hannah Parry, ReStore volunteer manager, at Hannah.Parry@morrishabitat.org. There is no vendor fee.
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The ReStore also needs volunteers to help with the sale. Come join our friendly volunteer team and feel good about
giving back to your community. We provide training and have volunteer opportunities to suit various interests and time
commitments.

Stop in June 19-20 for our Juneteenth sale and receive 19 percent off donated items. You will not want to miss these
upcoming ReStore events! Great prices, great merchandise—to support a great mission. 

GMM Habitat welcomes two members to GMM Habitat’s development team under the
leadership of Stephanie Buonarota, vice president of philanthropy. 

Meredith Holly is a senior development specialist, bringing years of experience centered
on building relationships.

Beth Hancock joins GMM Habitat as director of stewardship and giving. She brings more
than 20 years of experience in fundraising and  community engagement.

You may notice our emails looking a little
different! GMM Habitat has recently
upgraded to a new email platform to
provide more reliable, engaging, and user-
friendly communications to our
community. 

To make sure you continue receiving our
emails, please add the following addresses
to your contacts: info@GMMHabitat.org
and MorrisReStore@GMMHabitat.org 

If our messages happen to land in your
spam or promotions folder, be sure to
mark them as “Not Spam.”We’re excited to
stay connected and thank you for being
part of the GMM Habitat community!

In honor of National Homeownership
Month, we're kicking off and
celebrating Habitat for Humanity's
international campaign: Home is the
Key.

This year's theme? Connection.

A home is so much more than four
walls — it's where neighbors become
friends, where families gather, and
where communities grow stronger
together.

When families have a safe, stable
place to call their own, they have the
foundation to build deeper
connections with the people and the
world around them.

Welcoming New Additions to Our Development Team

GMM Habitat extends our heartfelt thanks to the nearly 100 volunteers and nine groups that helped build safe, decent,
affordable homes at several sites throughout May during our Women Build. The event also raised $30,000 for our
housing solutions. Also a shout of thanks to our generous sponsors: Provident Bank, Crum & Forster, Passion 4 People,
Vanguard Energy Solutions & NCJAR. Thank you all for your generosity!

GMM Habitat’s Women Build started 13 years ago as a single weekend program to empower women, strengthen
communities, and build safe, decent, affordable homes in Middlesex and Morris counties. Since then, it has grown into
a monthlong event held at multiple home build sites.

“Since 1991, when Habitat’s Women Build program began, Women Build teams have worked all over the United States
in over 650 communities completing new homes, repairs and renovations on nearly 6,000 homes by the hands of more
than 144,000 volunteers!” GMM Habitat CEO Liz DeCoursey said at the closing ceremonies in Budd Lake, where we
are building seven homes. “At GMM Habitat, our regular construction volunteers include many dedicated and talented
women! That is the power of providing a safe space for women to learn and thrive.”

GMM Habitat is working to open doors to safe, stable housing where
families can thrive.

Creating or updating your will is a simple way to protect your loved ones
while building a lasting legacy. Through our free partner, FreeWill, you can
complete your estate plan in about 20 minutes—at no cost.

You can also make an impact through smart giving and gifts through an
IRA, Donor Advised Funds (DAF), stock or crypto.

Take a few minutes today to explore a smart new way to give and open
doors that build homes—and hope for generations to come.

Together, we build a brighter future!

https://www.morrishabitat.org/donate/
otherwaystogive

CARS FOR HOMES
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