
GMM Habitat and Partners Renovate a Home for Women in Recovery 
GMM Habitat is partnering with Freedom House and Bethel Church of Morristown to
transform a six-bedroom home that had been damaged by fire into a residence for women
recovering from addiction. 
Bethel Church owns the home at 39 Hillaire St., and it had served as the parsonage for the
Rev. Sydney Williams and his family, until it was deemed uninhabitable following a fire in
2022. Freedom House, which provides addiction recovery services, will manage the
renovated home for its clients. 

The renovations are expected to take six months and include demolishing the interior down to the studs; installing electrical, HVAC, plumbing,
and sprinkler systems; installing insulation; and completing drywall and interior finishes. Once complete, the home will help our neighbors on
their journey to new beginnings. Learn more about Home Repair at https://www.morrishabitat.org/programs/home-repair.

Honoring the Life and Legacy of President Jimmy Carter 
GMM Habitat joins Habitat for Humanity International and affiliates across the globe in
mourning the death of President Jimmy Carter at age 100. President Carter was deeply
committed to social justice and dedicated himself to making the world a better place. 
In addition to promoting peace and human rights through the Carter Center, President and
Mrs. Carter led the Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work Project for Habitat for Humanity for
more than 30 years. Together, they worked alongside more than 108,100 volunteers who
built, renovated, or repaired more than 4,447 homes in 14 countries. Their partnership
helped elevate Habitat’s mission and raise awareness of the critical need for decent, 

affordable housing in the U.S. and around the world. In an interview with The New York Times in 2007 while visiting Ethiopia, President Carter
spoke about his work and basic human rights. 
“I think there is a human right to live a decent life,” he said. “To have a home in which to sleep at night, to be free of preventable diseases, to
have a modicum of education, to have some human self-respect, to have some hope that the future will be better than the past has been.” 
We hope you will join us in celebrating President Carter’s extraordinary life and deep compassion and help ensure his legacy lives on with your
support of Habitat’s work building and repairing safe, decent, affordable homes. Sign #HabitatforHumanity’s online memory book and join
others #HonoringCarter through our global tribute. 
Visit www.habitat.org/honoringcarter/memory-book to add your comment or memory.

Dear Friends, 

As we look to the new year, we celebrate the foundation of
strength of the families we serve, the generosity of our
supporters, and the power of working together in harmony to
create brighter futures. 

May your new year be filled with peace, love, and a heart full
of joy knowing you are helping to boldly build and repair
homes, communities and hope!

Warmest wishes, 
Liz DeCoursey, the Board of Directors and the entire staff at
Greater Middlesex & Morris Habitat for Humanity 

Habitat Happenings

Thank You, Blue Foundry Bank, for Your Generosity and Partnership 
GMM Habitat extends a huge thank you to Blue Foundry Bank and the Blue Foundry
Charitable Foundation for their partnership in 2024. Not only did they donate $15,000 to
our mission, but bank employees also volunteered at the Morris ReStore and held a
successful clothing drive on our behalf. 
The Blue Foundry Charitable Foundation is committed to building strong communities and
supports affordable housing, youth programs, education, and health and human services.
GMM Habitat was one of 13 organizations receiving a combined $124,000 in grants from
Blue Foundry Bank in October 2024. 

“These grants represent the meaningful impact of focused community investment, allowing these nonprofits to strengthen their local
support,” said James D. Nesci, President & CEO of Blue Foundry Bank and Vice President of Blue Foundry Charitable Foundation. 
For more information about partnering with GMM Habitat, please visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer.

www.GMMHabitat.org

January 2025Faithful Volunteer Recognition Luncheon

1/1 - New Year's Day (Offices, ReStore and construction sites closed)
1/15 - Gala Journal Ads Due
1/20 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
1/31 - Gala Early Bird Special Ends 
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Morris ReStore Teams Up with Local Community Agencies to Help Those in Need 

Follow us on Social Media!

Did you know that when you donate, shop, or volunteer at the Morris ReStore, you help move
families closer to affordable homeownership? Since its founding in 2007, the ReStore has
helped build 39 homes for hardworking families. But the ReStore does more than sell
furniture and home goods to support the GMM Habitat mission. It also partners with affiliated
agencies to help our neighbors in need in the community. Throughout the year, ReStore
customers donate non-perishable food items that we give to the Interfaith Food Pantry. In
2024, our customers donated more than 1,000 pounds of food. 

Additional local tax revenue, a stable workforce, vibrant local economies, and improved
employee recruitment are all benefits from increased access to affordable housing. 
Since Gov. Phil Murphy signed landmark affordable housing legislation in April 2024, publicity
has focused on towns pushing back on their fair share housing requirements. But it is
important to recognize the vast benefits of ensuring that each town has affordable rentals
and a robust inventory of starter homes. Despite recent increases in housing production,
New Jersey faces an estimated shortage of more than 200,000 units of housing that are
affordable for moderate- and low-income residents. 

Affordable Housing is Good for Business 

Did you know that when you donate your
car to Habitat for Humanity, you're
supporting one of the best car donation
charities in the country? #USAToday
recognized us as a top choice for car
donations. Your donation not only may
qualify for a tax deduction but also directly
helps GMM Habitat create affordable
housing opportunities for families in need in 

Start 2025 with an act of care! Your
generosity fuels GMM Habitat’s mission to
build homes, hope, and communities. This
year, take a moment to care for yourself and
those you love by creating your will.  
No matter your stage of life, a will ensures
your wishes are protected. With our partner,
FreeWill, you can create or update your will
in just 20 minutes—at no cost. Consider 

Habitat for Humanity International released a national study identifying key benefits to the business community and the economy from
affordable housing, such as: improving employee recruitment and retention, boosting local economies through increased spending power,
generating additional tax revenue for communities, and a more stable and productive workforce and business environment. Read the whole
report here: https://www.habitat.org/costofhome/housing-affordability-and-economy To learn more about how you can help GMM Habitat
build louder, contact Director of Advocacy Barbara Dunn at Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org

Join us for the 20th Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala Feb. 27 
Join us on Thursday, Feb. 27 at The Westin Governor Morris in Morristown for an
unforgettable evening at the 20th Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala. The night will feature a
cocktail hour, silent auction, sit-down dinner, live auction, and inspiring homeowner stories.
Together, we’ll raise vital funds to build safe, affordable homes and provide critical home
repairs for families in Middlesex and Morris Counties. Honor exceptional leaders, become a
sponsor, get involved: Early Bird Tickets available until Jan. 31! Visit
www.MorrisHabitat.org/Gala2025 to learn more, purchase tickets, or secure your
sponsorship. 

The ReStore also donated nearly $5,400 in furniture last year to the Mental Health Association of Morris County, Family Promise, JBWS, and
Zufall Health. Visit www.MorrisReStore.org to learn more. 
Here are other ReStore estimates from 2024: $3.1 million in ReStore sales. Ranked 2nd in the U.S. for single ReStore sales | $2.8 million in in-
kind donations received | 3,300 truck pick-ups (residential and commercial) | 17,600 volunteer hours | 21,000 tons of usable materials diverted
from landfills .

Is Your Wine Cellar Overflowing? Turn your
extra bottles into a gift that gives back!
We're collecting wine donations for the 20th
Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala Wine Pull,
and we need your help to make it a success.
🍷  Donate a bottle (or more!) valued at $25
or higher. 🍷  Share your favorite vintage or
pass along that holiday bottle!
🍷 Help us reach our goal of 100 bottles. 

Share your message of congratulations in
this year’s special ad journal. Choose from
full-page, half-page, business card sizes, or
tribute listings (text only). Messages can: 
✔ Acknowledge a volunteer
 ✔ Honor a service member
 ✔ Remember a loved one
 ✔ Congratulate honorees, colleagues, or
Habitat staff 

Hardworking families moving into homes they helped build. Devoted,
faithful volunteers whose compassion always inspires us. Dedicated,
generous partners we can always count on. GMM Habitat’s year-in-
review video montage features all this and more! A tremendous thank-
you for helping us move closer to a world where everyone has a decent
place to live. 

Watch the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=570z7nSojTQ

Thank You for a Terrific 2024! See Our
Highlights in the Year-in-Review Video 

Drop Off Your Donations (Mon-Fri, 9 AM–4 PM): Greater Middlesex &
Morris Habitat for Humanity 274 South Salem St, Randolph, NJ
07869 Questions? Email us at info@GMMHabitat.org. 

Ads are due by January 124, 2025—don’t wait! Pool resources with
family, friends, or colleagues and make your message count. Go to
www.MorrisHabitat.org/Gala2025 to learn more.

your community. Turn your old car into hope today! Learn more and
donate your old car by calling 877-277-4344 or by visiting
https://bit.ly/37tKx5S.

leaving a legacy of hope by including GMM Habitat in your plans.
Together, we can build brighter futures for generations to come. Get
started at https://bit.ly/freewilldecnews.
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