
 

Morris Habitat Mourns the Passing of a Dear Volunteer  

Morris Habitat for Humanity lost a dear friend, partner, and supporter 

last month with the passing of Hedley “Ted” Weeks. Mr. Weeks had 

been involved with the Habitat for Humanity of Greater Plainfield & 

Middlesex County affiliate for several decades before it merged with 

Morris Habitat in 2020.  

 

During his tenure, Mr. Weeks headed the family selection committee 

and spent many hours counseling potential homeowners on how to 

create and follow a household budget. He also worked with partner 

families to complete their required “sweat equity” service toward their 

home construction. With his guidance and support, more than 35 

families realized their dreams of affordable homeownership. Morris 

Habitat honored Mr. Weeks for his service, dedication, and compassion with the Donald H. Kuhn Inspiration Award at our 2022 Hearts & Hammers 

Gala. He will be deeply missed. Read more at www.higginsandbonner.com/obituary/HedleyTed-Weeks. 

Thank You for Supporting the Hearts & Hammers Gala  
Thank you to everyone – our donors, volunteers, and partners – who helped 
make Morris Habitat’s 19th annual Hearts & Hammers Gala a tremendous 
success.  
 
It was wonderful to gather to honor our partners, meet our newest 
homeowners, and support the construction and rehabilitation of safe, decent, 
affordable homes in Morris and Middlesex counties and the greater Plainfield 
area.  
 
The Gala will help fund our housing solutions in 2024 and beyond. We 
currently have 30 homes under construction and more than 200 new homes 
in various stages of planning and design. In addition, Morris Habitat is on 
track to complete 110 home repairs by the end of the year. These repairs 
revitalize neighborhoods and ensure safe homes and dry, reliable roofs.  

 
We are inspired by our honorees: Jim Fakult, 
President, JCP&L; Roy Pascal and Spencer 
Pascal of Commerce Park Investors; Rick 
Barrett, past president, Morris Habitat for 
Humanity Board of Directors; and U.S. 
Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill. They have 
enhanced our mission through their gifts of 
commitment, sincerity, and generosity.   
 
During the Gala, we learned about the 
homeownership journey of Syreeta and her 
family.  Watch a video at 
www.MorrisHabitat.org/gala2024. Your 
partnership helps Morris Habitat families realize 
the dream of owning an affordable home and 
the promise of healthier, brighter futures.  

ReStore’s Spring Has Sprung Event is March 23  

Thinking of doing a spring refresh at home? We hope you can join us for 
the ReStore’s annual Spring Has Sprung shopping event on March 
23. Stop in for popcorn, Plinko, Spin the Wheel, and 25 percent off do-
nated items except décor and clothing; exclusions apply.  
 
The ReStore now accepts gently used clothing donations. We also offer 
a host of online shopping options including ShopMorrisReStore.com, 
our Craigslist site, and our eBay collection.  The ReStore has added a 
new online platform to sell our higher-end items, www.chairish.com/
shop/morrisrestore. Shop and discover our hand-selected rarities and 
curated design finds.  
 
When you donate to or shop at the ReStore, you support families in need 
of safe, decent, affordable housing. Visit the ReStore at 
www.MorrisReStore.org. 

https://www.higginsandbonner.com/obituary/HedleyTed-Weeks
http://www.MorrisHabitat.org/gala2024.
https://www.shopmorrisrestore.com/
http://www.chairish.com/shop/morrisrestore
http://www.chairish.com/shop/morrisrestore
http://www.MorrisReStore.org
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Morris Habitat Joins National Advocacy Conference on Capitol Hill  
Morris Habitat recently attended Habitat for Humanity’s annual legislative 
conference in Washington, D.C., to advocate for safe, decent, affordable 
housing in New Jersey and around the nation.  
The New Jersey delegation to Habitat on the Hill included Morris Habitat’s 
CEO Liz DeCoursey, Family Service Director Loretta Rivers, Vice President 
of Home Repair & Community Revitalization Programs Mark Odenwelder, 
and Director of Advocacy Barbara Dunn. Morris Habitat joined six other New 
Jersey affiliates at the conference, which drew 400 participants from across 
the country.  
 
One of the conference’s highlights is “Hill Day,” when Habitat staffers meet 
on Capitol Hill with their Congressional representatives to encourage them to 
support federal funding and tax credits for affordable housing. Morris 

Habitat’s team met with Rep. Tom Kean, Jr. and senior staff of Senators Cory Booker and Bob Menendez and Representatives Bonnie Watson-
Coleman, Mikie Sherrill, and Frank Pallone.    
 
More information on Habitat on the Hill and other advocacy initiatives for Habitat affiliates can be found by clicking below. Or contact Morris Habitat 
Director of Advocacy Barbara Dunn with questions or comments at Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org.  

                              Follow us on Social Media 

When you donate a vehicle to Habitat for Humanity, the 

proceeds are put to work back in your local community. Make 

a difference today. Learn more and donate your old car:  

 

1) Call 877-277-4344 or https://bit.ly/37tKx5S.  

2)    Arrange towing  

3)    Receive your tax receipt!  

Protect what matters most. To thank you for supporting our 

future, we want to make it easier to support yours.  

 

We’re sharing a free estate planning resource with our 

community to make this important task simple.  

 

Get started today by clicking https://bit.ly/3QOuiX6. 

Volunteer Abroad in Macedonia: Virtual Info Session on March 11  

Interested in volunteering abroad this year? Learn more about a September 
trip to work with Habitat for Humanity Macedonia in a virtual information 
session at 6:30 p.m. March 11.  
 
Morris Habitat Leadership Council Chair Atanas Nakev and his wife, 
Hristina, will lead the trip Sept. 6 -14 on a journey of adventure and 
enrichment. We will work alongside people of diverse backgrounds and 
contribute to safe and affordable housing solutions in Macedonia.  
To register for the information meeting, email Blair Wilson at 
blairwilsonconsulting@gmail.com, or call (973) 615.0401. The virtual 
meeting link will be emailed 24 hours in advance.  
 
Habitat for Humanity Macedonia, an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity 
International since 2004, has supported more than 4,512 families in housing 
improvements and 2,643 in housing support services.   

“We Contribute to a Roof Over Someone’s Head”  

When Women Build 2024 kicks off in May (May 6-10), volunteer Stacey 
Moore will be playing a pivotal role, helping Morris Habitat grow this annual 
event so we can reach more local families with our housing 
solutions. Women Build brings women (and supportive men!) together to 
learn construction skills and help families build strength, stability, and 
independence through housing. No experience or skills are necessary.   
 
Stacey has volunteered with Women Build for two years, as Relationship 
Manager at Lakeland Bank, a longtime Morris Habitat partner and supporter. 
In the past, she and other Lakeland Bank volunteers have installed 
insulation, cut floor molding, and done exterior clean-up at Morris Habitat 
home builds. This year, she is leading an effort to expand Women Build to 
include more volunteers and local businesses.   

 
“I believe in the idea of contributing to the building of these homes for familes who otherwise may not be able to afford them and raise awareness of 
the need for affordable housing,” Stacey said. “The most important thing about being involved with Habitat is the sense of gratitude that we get to 
contribute to a roof over someone’s head. We contribute to someone who is going to call this place home. If you know you can be a tiny piece of that, 
I can’t imagine why people wouldn’t want to be involved.”  
 
As a real estate lender and investor, Stacey also understands the empowerment and financial security that can come with owning your own home. 
She is eager to help local families achieve that dream. She also appreciates that Women Build teaches volunteers basic construction skills.   
“We can offer this hands-on experience that perhaps women would not have had otherwise -- skills that can be applied on and off the build site,” 
Stacey said.  
 
Please contact Stephanie Buonarota at stephanie.buonarota@morrishabitat.org for information about sponsorship opportunities or group 
volunteering. 
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