
Calendar of Events  

2/6-8 - Habitat on the Hill 
2/14 - Valentine's Day 
2/19 - President's Day - Offices, ReStore and 
Construction Sites Closed 
2/22 - Hearts & Hammers Gala  - 

www.MorrisHabitat.org/Gala2024 

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

A Warm Welcome Home to Syreeta and Her Family  

Don’t Miss the Hearts & Hammers Gala  
The 19

th
 annual Morris Habitat for Humanity Hearts & Hammers Gala is a little 

more than two weeks away, and the excitement is building! It is not too late to 

join us. The gala will be held from 6 to 10 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22, at The 

Mansion at Mountain Lakes.  

 

The gala is our signature fundraiser, and we have a lovely evening planned, 

including music, a lavish cocktail reception with food stations, silent and live 

auctions, wine pull, and dessert. We also will hear Morris Habitat for Humanity 

homeowner family stories and honor several invaluable partners: U.S. 

Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill; Jim Fakult, President, JCP&L; Roy Pascal 

and Spencer Pascal of Commerce Park Investors; and Rick Barrett, past president, Morris Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors. 

Purchase tickets by visiting www.MorrisHabitat.org/gala2024.  

We were so excited to celebrate the dedication last month of Syreeta’s new four

-bedroom home on a quiet, wooded lot in Washington Township. The home will 

provide much-needed space indoors and out to Syreeta and her three children.  

 

Nearly 40 people helped us mark this joyous occasion, including Washington 

Township Mayor Matthew Murello, P.E., architect Seth Leeb, Stacey Moore 

of Lakeland Bank, Eric from Gunner Roofing and Paul Nigro from Travelers. 

Members of the Morris Habitat Faithful Crew also attended. Whether they 

volunteered their time, provided pro-bono professional services, or donated land 

and other resources, each played a role in Syreeta’s homeownership journey.  

 

“We know Syreeta will fill her home with many years of love and laughter. I am so excited for Syreeta’s three children because they will grow up with 

all the benefits we know a safe, stable and affordable home provides. They are our future -- and I am excited for what their future holds for them,” 

Morris Habitat CEO Liz DeCoursey said.  

 

A huge thank you to the professional team and others who contributed to this project's success but were unable to attend the dedication, including: 

Eikon Planning & Design, Jim Mullen, Infiltrator Water Technologies, Stewart Surveying & Engineering and Faegre Drinker.  

 

Learn more about Homeownership at www.MorrisHabitat.org/homeownership. 

Habitat on the Hill: Reaching New Heights, Together  

Affiliates from across the country will gather in Washington, D.C., Feb. 6-8 for 

Habitat on the Hill 2024, Habitat’s annual legislative conference. The theme -- 

“Reaching new heights, together” -- is both a testament to Habitat’s achievements 

and a call for the future. The conference will underscore Habitat’s important role in 

developing policy solutions to our nation's most pressing housing issues.   

 

In addition to workshops and networking with other affiliates, the highlight of 

Habitat on the Hill will be legislative meetings with congressional representatives 

and their staff. The New Jersey delegation has 15 members representing seven of 

the state’s 16 affiliates.  Attending on behalf of Morris Habitat are CEO Liz DeCoursey, Director of Family Services Loretta Rivers, VP of Home Repair 

& Community Revitalization Programs Mark Odenwelder, and Director of Advocacy and Global Engagement Barbara Dunn.   

 

One in six New Jersey households spend more than 50 percent of their income on housing. The work of Morris Habitat and Habitat affiliates across 

New Jersey and the country has never been more important. Learn more about the Cost of Home in NJ by https://bit.ly/HOTHfact. Email Barbara 

Dunn with questions at Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org. 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T2a267d9e-386c-4c91-9fc7-a50211141506/555e25bd-1b17-4102-9102-503c04af9b41
http://www.MorrisHabitat.org/Gala2024
https://www.morrishabitat.org/donate
http://www.MorrisHabitat.org/gala2024.
http://www.MorrisHabitat.org/homeownership
https://bit.ly/HOTHfact
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Morris Habitat’s Aging in Place Program and ReStore Team Up to Help Veteran  
When floodwaters recently damaged the home of Anthony S., a 102-year-old veteran in 
Denville, Morris Habitat for Humanity swung into action.  Just before the forecasted 
flood Jan. 9-10, Morris Habitat’s Aging in Place program – which helps lower-income 
seniors remain safely in their homes -- built platforms to raise Anthony’s washer and 
dryer 10 inches above the floor.  
 
Unfortunately, 24 inches of water flooded the first floor of Anthony’s home, and his 
daughter contacted Morris Habitat again for assistance. This time, the Morris Habitat 
ReStore was able to help. It had recently received a donation of LG washers and 
dryers and replaced Anthony’s damaged appliances.   
 

The ReStore has helped many local families with vouchers, donations, and affordable home goods. For example, the ReStore has provided window 
air conditioning units to help families with health problems whose AC had failed. They also have provided refrigerators at minimal cost to families in 
emergency situations.   
 
The Morris ReStore’s wheelchair and walker distribution program would be impossible without the cheerful cooperation of the ReStore crew. This 
program has helped hundreds of people in our community and kept products out of landfills and in the hands of people who desperately need them.  
Learn more about the Aging in Place program at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Aging-in-Place. 

Had enough of winter? The ReStore’s Spring has Sprung event is coming 
Saturday, March 23! Mark your calendar and stop in for amazing deals.  
 
The ReStore is looking to fill a driver/mover position and needs volunteers 
throughout our operations. Volunteers assist customers, repair furniture, and 
stock shelves. There are opportunities to suit any interest and level of 
commitment.  
 
The ReStore now accepts clothing donations and has added a new online 
platform to sell our higher-end items, www.chairish.com/shop/morrisrestore. 
Shop and discover our hand-selected rarities and curated design finds. 16th.  

                   Follow us on Social Media 

Welcome New Morris Habitat Board Members  
Morris Habitat is pleased to announce the appointment of Mary Lou Panzano of Panzano 
Enterprises as the new president of the Morris Habitat Board of Directors, and the 
election of two new board members, Bill Flagg of ERA Queen City Realty and Reid H. 
Eder, Esq., of Eder Law Firm.  
 
“Our newest board members will broaden the talent and knowledge of our already 
experienced and committed leaders,” said Morris Habitat CEO Liz DeCoursey. “We’re 
excited to have them by our side as we pursue bold growth and our deep-rooted belief 
that every person deserves a safe and affordable place to call home.”   
 
Mary Lou Panzano joined the board in 2022 while serving as Vice President of U.S. 

Internal Communications at Bayer. Now semi-retired, she is a sought-after speaker, coach, leader, author, and founder of Panzano 
Enterprises. “I'm honored and humbled to serve as board president for Morris Habitat this year,” Panzano said. “We have a bold strategy to build 
homes and hope for New Jersey families, and I'm excited to work with our distinguished board, our CEO, Liz DeCoursey, the leadership team, staff 
and supporters to make that happen."  
 
Bill Flagg is an award-winning, licensed real estate broker and executive with more than 40 years of experience in the housing sector. Flagg 
is a past president of both the North Central Jersey Association of Realtors and the Greater Union County Association of Realtors.   
 
Reid H. Eder, Esq. has worked as a senior attorney for several large law firms representing insurance companies and local municipalities in 
cases involving real estate, construction defects, personal injury, and employment litigation. Currently, Eder is a partner at Eder Law Firm 
in East Brunswick where he focuses on personal injury and workers compensation. Eder graduated from Rutgers University Law School in 
Camden in 2012.  
 
Continuing their service on the Morris Habitat Board of Directors for 2024 are Vice President Gene Messina, community volunteer; Treasurer James 
A. Christy, Provident Bank; Secretary Donna Brightman, Woodbridge Housing Authority; Alan Archuleta, Archuleta Builders; Jessica Esteves, 
homeowner; David Fine, Tuzag; Tara French, Northfield Bank (retired); Rahul Gupta, PWC Strategy&; Donna Hughes, Hughes Solutions LLC; 
Marsha Merola-Salmon; Baccarat, Inc.; Erica Scott, community volunteer & homeowner; Michael Scott, community volunteer & homeowner; 
Thomas Vitiello, Sphere Construction Group.  Board members were installed at the Jan. 8 board meeting.  

Your Old, Reliable Vehicle Can Help Change Lives  

“I bought the Subaru in 2007 to support my kayaking habit. She has seen me and my 

friends on many adventures, happily toting our wet dirty gear (and selves) around on all 

kinds of remote and sometimes rocky, muddy or steep roads. On one day in April 2008, 

about a year after I bought her, we were kayaking on the Cheat River in West Virginia. A 

light snow was falling but not sticking on the shuttle roads near the river in Albright, West 

Virginia. After the run, we went to stay with a friend at his cabin in Terra Alta, West 

Virginia, which is a little bit higher in elevation, enough that the snow was sticking as the 

day lengthened and the temperature dropped.  

 

“One of our friends' cars kept getting stuck and we ended up putting all the kayaks on the 

Subaru (she had never carried this many kayaks), and she drove up the hill in 6-8 inches of unplowed snow! I will always remember what one of the 

locals, who stopped to help us push the stuck car said to me, ’What you city folks don't realize is we only have two seasons up here, winter and 

Fourth of July!’ Although I already appreciated the Subaru, I remember this as the day I came to love her.”  -Fern A., Alexandria, Virginia.  

 

Thank you, Fern, for donating your Subaru and #MakingADifference in your community. Your generosity will help change the lives of local families. 

Learn more about vehicle donations by clicking https://bit.ly/37tKx5S . 

Your legacy can support Morris Habitat for Humanity not just 
today but for years to come. Many of our supporters have included 
a gift to Morris Habitat in their estate plans to make a lasting 
impact at no cost today.  
 
To create your legacy, we invite you to use FreeWill, an online 
estate planning tool that makes it free to write your will and 
designate Morris Habitat as a beneficiary of your legacy. Or 
choose to make a non-cash gift to expand our impact together. 
.Learn more and make your gift at https://bit.ly/3QOuiX6. 

http://www.MorrisHabitat.org/Aging-in-Place
http://www.chairish.com/shop/morrisrestore
https://bit.ly/37tKx5S
https://bit.ly/3QOuiX6

