Habitat Happenmgs

Dear friends,

Happy 2024! As we stand at the threshold of a new year, | am excited to share Morris Habitat for
Humanity’s 3-year Strategic Plan for 2024 — 2026 (view at https://bit.ly/4aE06G9). With bold goals, this
plan charts our course to achieve greater impact and outcomes for the next three years and
beyond. Morris Habitat will invest $25 million to serve at least 500 families by building 65 homes,
repairing 400 homes, and supporting 40 homes worldwide.

This plan is a testament to our commitment to push boundaries, break barriers, and redefine what is
possible. Our pursuit of bold growth is driven by a deep-rooted belief that every person deserves a safe
and affordable place to call home. As we navigate the path ahead, let us do so with a sense of unity,
purpose, and the understanding that together, we have the power to build a brighter future for us all.
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All of us at Morris Habitat for Humanity wish you and your family good health, happiness, and peace in Calender of Events

the new year. 1/1 - New Year's Day Holiday
1/8 - Annual Board Meeting - Board

. . Member Appointments
With gratitude, 115 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day

% . 1/22 - Quarterly Staff Meeting
/g/ 1/25 - Settler's Ridge Dedication
(www.morrishabitat.org/
Liz DeCoursey settlersridgededication)
Chief Executive Officer 1/26 - Rain Date for Dedication

Your Generosﬂy Builds Brighter Futures

NP7 I We hope you can join us at 11 a.m. Jan. 25 as we dedicate a new affordable home with
‘ "\ Syreeta, a social worker and mother of three. The ceremony will be held at 3 Settlers Ridge
Court in the Long Valley section of Washington Township.

The four-bedroom home, on a large, wooded lot, will provide much-needed space for the family
-- indoors and out. The property was donated to Morris Habitat by a subsidiary of Lakeland
Bank, and architect Seth Leeb designed the home.

A New Home for Syreeta and her Family ~ RSVP at www.morrishabitat.org/settlersridgededication.

Embracing New Ideas to Address the Housing Crisis

With U.S. homelessness at record highs, it is time to consider out-of-the box thinking on providing safe, decent, affordable housing. In a recent piece,
New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristoff urged communities to embrace the benefits of higher density, shared-living models as a way to combat
the housing and homelessness crisis.

He writes primarily about rental housing and the role that Single-Room-Occupancy (SRO) may play in reducing homelessness. SROs typically require
shared kitchens and bathrooms — features we are not accustomed to anymore. As a society we felt we were enhancing the quality of life with zoning
requirements in the 1970s and 1980s that made such shared living and higher density concepts less common.

Morris County homelessness grew 32% between 2022-2023 But perhaps it is worth reconsidering and reimagining housing solutions of the past? Other high-
Monarch ngsmg , density housing models include “mother-daughter” homes, accessory dwelling units (ADUs), and
$ T8 smaller housing.

We need housing of all types, and we need communities to recognize how much better our
society will be when everyone has a place to call home. To join the conversation about new
US. homelessness.grew 12% housing solutions, contact Barbara Dunn, Director of Advocacy and Global Engagement at
“Us RS e L e e d Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org. Read more at https:/nbcnews.to/3tSdpC7.

Do decluttering and giving back to your community top your new year’s resolutions? Consider
the Morris Habitat ReStore. We accept donations of new and gently used home furnishings,
lighting, collectibles, and more. Please visit www.MorrisReStore.org to find out what we accept,
or to schedule a donation pickup.

@ donate
‘ Q{ volunteer @

When you donate, volunteer or shop at the ReStore, you help families in need of affordable housing. Prefer to shop online?
Visit www.ShopMorrisReStore.com or go to www.ebay.com/str/restorecollectioncollection.

The ReStore also needs volunteers throughout our operations. Volunteers assist customers,
repair furniture, and stock shelves. There are opportunities to suit any interest and level of
commitment.

?; Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate
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Follow us on Social Media O @

A New Wheelchair Ramp for Ed

In Roxbury Township (Morris County), our Carpenters Club completed a deck and wheelchair ramp for
Ed B. He celebrated the ribbon cutting while his wife, Janis, cheered. Janis is happy her home is now
safer and more accessible for Ed. The home repair project included rebuilding a small portion of the
couple’s deck to attach the temporary modular ramp and the installation of railing around the parking
area. The code- compliant railing ensures Ed won't fall off the retaining wall, causing further injury.

We wish Ed well as he begins physical therapy. The goal is that when Ed no longer needs the

) wheelchair, the ramp can be disassembled and reassembled for another family in need.
A special thank you to our Carpenters Club for coming to the rescue and making life a little easier for Ed and Janis! Learn more about home repair at
www.morrishabitat.org/programs/home-repair.

Congratulations to our New Homeowners!

‘ BN | On December 14th we celebrated the dedication of 12 new homes at The Crossings at Morris Avenue in
‘ 28 the Summit.

It was a beautiful day as families, supporters, donors and friends came together to witness the
culmination of years of work planning and building these 2- and 3-bedroom homes.

Thank you to the hundreds of volunteers putting in thousands of hours, and donors and partners like the
City of Summit, Summit Civic Foundation, and the NJ Department of Community Affairs who
brought affordable homeownership to these deserving families. Cheers to 2024 and new beginnings filled with new opportunities and beautiful
memories for these families!

Join us at the 19th annual Hearts & Hammers Gala

Invitations are in the mail to our 19h annual Hearts & Hammers Gala, which will be held from 6 to 10
p-m. on Thursday, Feb. 22, at The Mansion at Mountain Lakes. Again, this year we will be honoring
several distinguished individuals for their efforts supporting the work of Morris Habitat.

OWW’P? OURDISTINGUISHED HONOREES

m E a‘ Li . Our honorees include: Mikie Sherrill, U.S. Congresswoman New Jersey’s 11™ District, Jim V. Fakult,

President, JCP&L, Roy Pascal & Spencer Pascal of Commerce Park Investors, and Richard “Rick” Barrett, President, Quattran Associates.

The evening promises a lavish cocktail reception, heart-warming family stories, music, silent auction and more! Sponsorship and promotional
advertising opportunities are still available. Please visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/Gala2024 to learn more or register to attend today.
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§F Habitat for Humanity’ Congratulations to:

Wilvin of our home repair
department and his wife,
Stephany, on the birth of their
son. The little bundle of joy may
look familiar, as he was featured
in our New Year's social media
posts last week.

Mark Odenwelder, Director of
Program Development, and his
family for closing on their first
home. Mark also recently e : . :

graduated from the LEAD Morris Loretta’s first time running for public =

program facilitated by the Morris office. “garamay bot
County Chamber of Commerce. 0.“ Pﬁ:m

Loretta Rivers, Director of Family
Services, for being elected to her
local school board. This was

= The Core Crew is comprised
i of volunteers from Middlesex
County and the Greater
Plainfield area. They volun-
teer on a regular basis on all
BES building projects within the
ﬂ == nearby communities.

e in Perth Amboy.
Do you have some free tlme’7 Do you want to learn more about how you
can build with us in 20247 Visit www.morrishabitat.org/volunteer to learn
about volunteer opportunities in your area.

. Thank you! Our annual appeal
q'mls over, and we are ftruly
: amazed at the generosity of

= our supporters. A  special

i thank you to our 164 individual
X2 ,‘@ and corporate donors!

Family
The Cmsslngs atBennenAvenue Famiﬂes

‘Sandra, Norbey &
Famil

Your support gives us
inspiration every day to go above and beyond, despite any challenges we
may face. You share our vision of a world where everyone deserves a safe,
decent and affordable place to call home.

“This little Civic has a special spot in my heart. My ' FYour legacy can support Morris Habitat for Humanity
“ Green Pea was my life's companion for 26 years. Inot just today but for years to come. Many of our
‘ Through all the good and all the bad, she was my ssupporters have included a gift to Morris Habitat in
rthelr estate plans to make a lasting impact at no cost

m rtoday To create your legacy, we invite you to use

r FreeWill, an online estate planning tool that makes it

[ free to write your will and designate Morris Habitat as a

A rcew LL/ beneficiary of your legacy.

e r—

constant. We had adventures all over the states,
. Canada, and Mexico. We shared countless memories,

| but my favorite is when we brought home my first

e - baby from the hospital. | chose Habitat for Humanity

;E—%”—W-— because | wanted the next chapter in Green Pea's life

to be meaningful. She still has a lot of life to live and

can continue to be there for someone in need.” Or choose to make a non-cash gift to expand our impact together. By

clicking the button below, you can learn more about the financial

Thank you, Rhiannon, for donating your Honda Civic and advantages of these gifts (appreciated stocks, IRA gifts, grants from a

#MakingADifference in your community. Your generosity is truly | Donor-Advised Fund, and cryptocurrency gifts) and make a donation,

appreciated, and it's a great way to make an impact on the lives of those | while helping achieve your financial goals. Learn more and make your gift
around you. Learn more about vehicle donations by going to https:// at https://bit.ly/3QOuiX6

bit.ly/37tKx5S.
¥ oS 274 South Salem St. Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060 ﬁﬂ'\ |ReStore

cars for homes

g
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