
Calender of Events 
 
12/7-14 – Chanukah 
12/14 - The Crossings at Morris Avenue in 
Summit Dedication Ceremony 
12/16 - Santaland at the ReStore 
12/22 - Christmas Eve Holiday - Office 
closes at noon 
12/23 - ReStore closed for Christmas 
Holiday 
12/25 - Christmas Holiday -  
Office, ReStore and Construction Sites 
Closed 
12/26-1/1 – Kwanzaa  

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

Your Generosity Builds Brighter Futures  
This holiday season, Morris Habitat homeowner 
Melissa is grateful to live in a safe and secure 
neighborhood free from violence. For Jean, 
who lives with a disability, her single-level 
home is a sanctuary. Idhannys is proud to 
provide a stable foundation for her 12-year-old 
son.   
 
“A kid needs a place to explore and spread his 
wings,” she said.  
 

These are just a few of the families whose lives have been transformed over the last year by your 
generosity and support. Their stories and several more are included in our annual appeal, which will soon 
arrive in your mailbox. The letter outlines our plans for the coming year and beyond. Discover how, 
together, we can continue building homes and changing lives.  
 
Your contribution is more than just a donation; it is an investment in creating brighter futures. Thank you 
for being a vital part of Morris Habitat's mission building homes, building communities, and building hope. 
Morris Habitat for Humanity wishes you and your families safe, peaceful, and happy holidays and extends a 
heartfelt thank-you for your partnership in 2023.  Read the full letter at https://www.morrishabitat.org/
donate/appeal. 

Habitat Mourns the Death of Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter  

Hearts & Hammers Gala Sponsorships Still Available  
Sponsorships are available for Morris Habitat’s 19

th
 annual Hearts & Hammers Gala, 

which will be held from 6 to 10 p.m. on Thursday, February 22, at The Mansion at 
Mountain Lakes. Our signature event raises funds to support home construction and 
renovations for families throughout Morris and Middlesex counties and the Greater 
Plainfield area. The gala is also an opportunity to celebrate our partnerships, applaud our 
honorees, and enjoy an elegant evening together.  
 
A tremendous thank-you to our sponsors to-date: HOME: Coldwell Banker Realty, 
Commerce Park Investors, GAF; PREMIER: Crum & Forster; PLATINUM: Lakeland 

Bank, Valley Bank; GOLD: BASF, Panzano/Bujalski Family; SILVER: Paul Boudreau, Colombia Bank, James and Vivienne Nigro; BRONZE: 
New Jersey Natural Gas; SPECIALTY COCKTAIL: Moonfish Productions.  
 
Morris Habitat is also seeking donations for the silent auction -- when attendees bid on exciting prizes, from food and wine baskets and autographed 
sports memorabilia to jewelry and travel gift certificates. All proceeds support Morris Habitat’s housing solutions, and sponsors and donors receive 
recognition at the event. If you have merchandise, a gift certificate, or a unique experience to donate to the gala’s silent auction, please contact 
Dawn.Sherman@MorrisHabitat.org.  Learn more at https://www.morrishabitat.org/donate/appeal. 

Habitat for Humanity is deeply saddened by the recent passing of former U.S. first lady 
Rosalynn Carter, who was a champion and strong voice for affordable, decent housing for 
all. For more than three decades, she and President Jimmy Carter donated their time and 
leadership to Habitat each year to build and improve homes around the world.  
 
Longtime Morris Habitat volunteer Mark Bippes recalled building homes alongside the 
Carters in the 1980s and 1990s. Mark’s volunteer journey began with Habitat for 
Humanity International, working with founders Millard and Linda Fuller in Americus, 
Georgia, in 1970.  
 
Mark remembered Mrs. Carter as a “bright light” on the construction sites and her easy 

camaraderie with volunteers. “She was wonderful with the homeowner families,” Mark said.  
 
“Mrs. Carter has helped change the lives of thousands of homeowners, empowered countless women and inspired millions of people. Over the years, 
she has blessed us with her compassion for serving others and commitment to improving housing conditions,” said Jonathan Reckford, CEO, Habitat 
for Humanity International. “The Carters lent a hand to Habitat for Humanity as a young, fledging organization and created global awareness of our 
work and of our mission. We are grateful for the incredible impact she and President Carter have had on Habitat and on the families who have 
benefited from their shining example.”  Read more at https://www.habitat.org/honoringrosalynncarter. 

Morris Habitat Appoints New CFO Jack Koeppe  

Morris Habitat for Humanity is pleased to welcome Jack Koeppe as our chief financial officer. Jack has more than 35 years of 
experience in accounting and finance and holds CPA and MBA in finance credentials. He is enthusiastic about connecting with the 
Morris Habitat team, understanding the intricacies of our organization, and identifying opportunities to enhance the services offered 
by the finance and accounting department.  

Outside of his professional life, Jack and his wife, Inga, have a son, Wyatt, who is a junior in college, and a daughter, Sierra, who is 

a high school senior.  
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Veterans Build Week Builds Hope in Perth Amboy  
Veterans Build week was a huge success! We worked alongside Mickey, a U.S. Army veteran, and 
her family building their 3-bedroom home in Perth Amboy. Several groups supported our 
homebuilding efforts there and at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph. We extend a 
special thank-you to our sponsor, Peoples Security, and the team build group from Dun & 
Bradstreet.  
 
Eight groups and 70 volunteers worked nearly 500 hours at our two locations and the Morris 
ReStore during the annual week-long event. Other volunteer groups included: Bayer, Crum & 
Forster, City of Perth Amboy, and Northfield Bank. Thank you for partnering with us!  
 
Veterans Build week garnered extensive media coverage, including an article in The Star-Ledger 
(https://bit.ly/VBStarLedger) and reports on News 12 (www.youtube.com/watch?v=dljRX4sIwWQ) , 

WMBC (www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnr0ON8EgP0), WNBC (www.youtube.com/watch?v=f_DDdxX6AHo), WPIX 11 (www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3Prboy1SF1E), and WCBS (www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKyTxZAZh28).   

Get in the Holiday Spirit at the Morris ReStore  
We are deeply grateful to all who support the Morris Habitat ReStore. Whether you shop, 
volunteer, or donate, you help families in need of safe, decent, affordable housing. Since 2007, 
Morris Habitat’s ReStore has helped fund 36 homes and kept more than 17,588 tons of 
usable material from landfills.  
 
The ReStore offers a variety of volunteer posts, from cashier to concierge to furniture repair. There 
are opportunities to suit any interest and level of commitment. To learn more about how you can 
make a difference in your community as a ReStore volunteer or donor, please visit us at 
www.MorrisReStore.org. 

Your Old Car Can Be a Hopeful Gift  
 
When you donate your old car this holiday season for a tax 
deduction, you help drive change and make a lasting impact. Your 
generosity fuels affordable housing, transforms lives, and builds a 
brighter tomorrow in your local community.  
 
Make a difference today. Learn more and donate your car: 
 
1) Call 877-277-4344 or go to https://bit.ly/37tKx5S.  
2) Arrange towing  
3) Receive your tax receipt!  

Build a Lasting Legacy with Morris Habitat  
 
 Morris Habitat for Humanity wants to share how you can elevate your 
efforts to help us bring people together to build homes, communities, and 
hope. By donating your non-cash assets, you may receive a variety of 
tax benefits while joining us in helping local families obtain a safe and 
secure place to gather, grow, and thrive.  
 
Our partner, FreeWill, has a secure online tool you can use to make 
your gift in minutes, while learning more about donating stock, giving from 
your IRA, making a grant from a donor-advised fund, and donating 
cryptocurrency.  Learn more and make your gift at https://bit.ly/3QOuiX6  

                   Follow us on Social Media 

Advocating for Affordable Homes Depends on Your Vote  
Advocating for affordable housing solutions is complex. We identify issues, research public policy 
solutions, help write legislation, identify legislative sponsors, and encourage passage. But the 
critical first step for advocacy is voter registration and getting out the vote. Voters select their 
representatives who write and pass legislation. Without voters, public policy can’t advance. 
Without voters, our democracy can’t work.    

Elections in the coming year will be vital and include U.S. President, U.S. Senate, and the House 
of Representatives. To learn more about your voting options and election dates, please visit: 
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml.  For more information, contact Barbara Dunn, 
Director of Advocacy and Global Development, Barbara .Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org. 

Thank You, Bank of America  
Teams from Bank of America recently spent a day volunteering at our sites in Morris and Union 
counties, as part of the organization’s Global Build Program. One group worked at The 
Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph, which will be home to 25 families. They traveled from 
across northern New Jersey and New York to install insulation in several of the two- and three-
bedroom condominiums. A second team did insulation work and completed landscaping at The 
Crossings at Morris Avenue in Summit - a 12 unit condominium complex.  
 
“Our longstanding partnership with Morris Habitat for Humanity is crucial to helping New Jersey 
residents increase access to affordable homeownership,” said Alberto Garofalo, president, Bank 
of America New Jersey. “Revitalizing homes with Morris Habitat is always a meaningful 

experience for our employees.”  
 
Thank you, Bank of America volunteers, for helping families across the U.S. and in New Jersey secure affordable housing. To partner with Morris 
Habitat, contact Christopher Palazzi, Chief Development Officer, Christopher.Palazzi@MorrisHabitat.org. 

Summit Dedication Celebrates 12 New Homeowner Families  
Please join us at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 14, at The Crossings at Morris Avenue in 
Summit as we dedicate 12 new homes. There is no greater joy than seeing the smiles and 
pride of families who are about to realize their dreams of affordable homeownership.  
 
Municipal officials, sponsors, neighbors, friends, and supporters will attend as we cut the ribbons 
and meet the partner families. They have worked hard putting in their “sweat equity” toward their 
home construction, and we are excited to celebrate. We hope you can join us!  
 
Learn more about the event and register at https://www.morrishabitat.org/
summitdedication.  We hope to see you on Dec. 14.  
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