
Calender of Events 
11/6 – Veterans Build Opening 
Ceremony 
11/6-10 - Veterans Build Week 
11/7 - Election Day 
11/11 - Veterans Day 
11/12 - Diwali Begins 
11/23 & 11/24 - Thanksgiving 
Holiday - Office, ReStore and 
Construction Sites Closed 
11/28 – Giving Tuesday  

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

A Call to Service  
This Veterans Day, Morris Habitat is pleased to honor several of our Faithful 
volunteers for their service to their country. Ron, Eddie, Mark and Frank are 
retired from their professional lives and have long since completed their 
duties as Veterans of the armed forces, but they still feel a calling to help 
their community.  
 
Ron believes, as is often the case in other countries, “all should contribute 
to demonstrate their appreciation of what they have,” he said. “That should 
be an obligation to either military or community service.”   
 
Frank agreed. “I think most who have served in the military have a desire to 
continue to serve their community in some way,” he said. “It also provides 
an opportunity to be part of a team. Being part of a team and being 
successful is a point of great satisfaction in both the military and in 
volunteering.”  

Both believe in the mission and vision of Morris Habitat: where everyone deserves a decent place to call home. Frank added, “A good home is 
essential to help children to be successful.”  We thank these men for their service to their country and their volunteerism with Morris Habitat.  
Frank summed up the volunteer experience: “A benefit of volunteering at Habitat is the great friends that I have made and who are very dedicated to 
the Habitat mission. It is enjoyable to go to ‘work’ and spend the day with great people.”  
 
In the R.E.D. Friday header above we also celebrate Veteran construction, ReStore, administrative volunteers and staff. Pictured in front row kneeling 
from left to right. Bob A., Jim M., Martin L. and Rich C. 

Congratulations to our new CEO Liz DeCoursey!  

Dear Morris Habitat for Humanity Community,  
 
I am delighted to share some exciting news regarding the leadership of our esteemed organization. After careful consideration and 
a thorough evaluation process, I am thrilled to announce that the Board of Directors has unanimously voted to affirm Liz DeCoursey 
as the new Chief Executive Officer of Morris Habitat for Humanity.  
 
Read full letter at www.morrishabitat.org/mhfh-ceo-announcement. Richard Barrett,  

Pres., Board of Directors  

For Family of Three, Morris Habitat Home is a Blessing  
On the first night in their new home, mother and daughter Maria and 
Alexandra snuggled together in one room, just as they had for years while 
living in a one-bedroom apartment. It took more than a week to adjust to the 
fact that they each had a sanctuary -- their own bedrooms.   
 
“We are very blessed,” Alexandra said, as she took us on a tour of her 
completed home. Maria and Alexandra are two of the newest homeowners 
at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph. As part of their 
partnership with us, they were required to contribute a minimum of 450 
hours of “sweat equity” work toward the building of their home and Morris 
Habitat’s mission. This included 50 hours working in the Morris ReStore. 
Alexandra was proud that she exceeded the required minimum and often 
served as a Morris Habitat ambassador at numerous community events.  

Their three-bedroom home includes a room for Alexandra’s 3-year-old son with a reading nook and space for his toy cars, trucks, and emergency 
vehicles. The refrigerator is covered with his artwork.   
 
“He is very, very happy here,” Alexandra said.  Her son also has a tiny “office,” a finished alcove beneath the stairs where he stores his art supplies, 
small toys, and Play-Doh. The family looks forward to all the firsts they will experience in their new home and the memories they will create in the 
coming years. Best wishes!  

www.morrishabitat.org/

veteransbuild2023 

www.morrishabitat.org/

gala2024 

www.morrishabitat.org/

donate 

“I am honored and grateful for the opportunity to lead Morris Habitat for Humanity as its next CEO,” said DeCoursey. “My vision for 

the organization is one of innovation and continued growth. I believe that by embracing new opportunities and challenges, we can 

broaden our impact and serve even more families. This vision includes expanding and deepening our reach and impact in 

Middlesex County.”  
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http://www.morrishabitat.org/veteransbuild2023
http://www.morrishabitat.org/veteransbuild2023
http://www.morrishabitat.org/gala2024
http://www.morrishabitat.org/gala2024
http://www.morrishabitat.org/donate
http://www.morrishabitat.org/donate


274 South Salem St. Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060 

 973-891-1934 |info@morrishabitat.org 

       Follow us on Social Media 
“The Pride That was Shining in Her Face is What Impressed me About Habitat.”    

When representatives from Peoples Security Bank & Trust in Piscataway were looking to give 
back to their local community, a meeting with one of our new homeowners at The Crossings at 
Bennett Avenue in Randolph quickly persuaded them that Morris Habitat for Humanity was a 
perfect partner.  
 
“The gratitude, the pride, that was shining in her face, that is what impressed me about 
Habitat,” said Annie McGuinness, assistant branch manager of Peoples Security Bank & Trust. 
Founded in 1905 and based in Pennsylvania, Peoples Security Bank & Trust expanded into 
New Jersey just over two years ago.  
 
Morris Habitat is grateful for Peoples Security’s participation in Veterans Build this month. The 

bank’s sponsorship will help us move Mylcaryz, an Army Veteran, and her husband, Hilton, closer to homeownership for their family of five.  
 
Ms. McGuinness also has joined Morris Habitat’s Leadership Council, a group of community and business leaders that helps us develop resources 
and partnerships for our affordable housing solutions. She said she was impressed that Morris Habitat homeowners make a down payment, pay an 
affordable mortgage, and contribute a minimum of 300 hours of sweat equity work to the construction of their home.  
 
“I think everyone deserves to be a homeowner or have a roof over your head,” Ms. McGuinness said. “Habitat gives people the opportunity to have 
pride in ownership. I think everybody deserves that.” Email Christopher.Palazzi@MorrisHabitat.org for partnership opportunities. 

A Tremendous Thank-You to the ReStore Donors, Volunteers, and Customers  
We are deeply grateful to all who support the Morris Habitat ReStore. Whether you shop, 
volunteer, or donate, you help families in need of safe, decent, affordable housing. Since 
2007, Morris Habitat’s ReStore has helped fund 36 homes and kept more than 17,588 
tons of usable material from landfills.  
 
The ReStore offers a variety of volunteer posts, from cashier to concierge to furniture repair. 
There are opportunities to suit any interest and level of commitment. To learn more about how 
you can make a difference in your community as a ReStore volunteer or donor, please visit us 
at www.MorrisReStore.org. 
 

Save the date: Santa will visit the ReStore December 16th.  
Get in the holiday spirit, start your shopping, and take your own Santa photos for free.   

Your old car can help change lives. A decent 
and affordable home is life-changing, and you 
can play a role in bringing this kind of joy, 
gratitude, and strength to families in your 
community. Learn more about how vehicle 
donations fund our work by clicking below.  
 
Learn more and donate your car at  
https://bit.ly/37tKx5S.  

Want to explore other creative ways to put love into 
action this Thanksgiving? Consider making a tax-
smart gift. Many of our supporters give stock, a 
grant from their Donor-Advised Funds, donate 
cryptocurrency, or make an IRA gift (if they’re over 
70.5), all of which have benefits over donating cash.  
 
Learn more and make your gift at 
https://bit.ly/3QOuiX6 

Morris Habitat Works to Help People Everywhere Have Safe, Secure Homes  
Morris Habitat for Humanity does so much more than work to bring homeownership to New 
Jersey families. As an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, we also are part of a five-
year advocacy campaign called “Home Equals,” which aims to help people around the world 
living in slums and other informal settlements have safe and secure homes. Currently over one 
billion people around the world live in informal settlements lacking basic services and secure 
land rights, and facing particular risk from climate change. The consequences are great.  
 
- A home without basic services such as clean water means life-threatening diseases are 
more  prevalent.  
- A home without land rights means constant fear of eviction.   

- A home built in disaster-prone areas means families face losing everything as climate change brings more violent weather and rising sea levels.  
 
Together, with partners in governments and community sectors, we can create lasting change so that for these families, home equals an opportunity 
for a better future. For questions on Habitat’s global work, contact Barbara Dunn, Director of Advocacy and Global Engagement at 
Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org.  Learn more at www.Habitat.org/home-equals. 

Thank You Midnight Run Sponsors and Participants!  
A tremendous thank-you to the more than 100 car enthusiasts and dozens of sponsors and 
spectators who attended the 13

th
 annual Midnight Run car show and rally in Hanover last 

month. The event raised more than $30,000 for Morris Habitat’s housing solutions.  
Participants had the chance to admire the collection of exotic, luxury, and sport vehicles; 
sample the food trucks; and learn about Morris Habitat’s mission to build affordable homes in 
the community. This was the first year organizers Roy Pascal and Spencer Pascal, principals of 
Commerce Park Investors, partnered with Morris Habitat. Proceeds from the event are shared 
with St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital; and Roy and Spencer also were seeking a local 
organization that would benefit from Midnight Run. “We are very excited about new and 
interesting ways to raise money for Morris Habitat,” Roy said. “It is really our pleasure.”  

Welcome Morris Habitat ReStore Employees Dezman, Jovan and Sam  
The ReStore recently added three enthusiastic and mission-driven team members.  
 
Dezman joined the Morris ReStore team a few months ago as a mover and warehouse 
associate. His primary responsibilities include moving furniture and loading and unloading 
customer cars and donation trucks. Prior to joining the Morris ReStore, Dezman worked in 
packaging at M&M Mars. He lives in Rockaway.  
 
Jovan is from Livingston and joined the Morris ReStore team as a driver and warehouse 
associate. He said he has always been “a fan of the Habitat mission.”  Jovan also enjoys 
construction and is hoping to contribute to that part of Morris Habitat’s mission.  

 
Sam, a Millburn resident, is the newest member of the Morris ReStore team. He joined us a few weeks ago as a driver and warehouse associate. Sam 
said he, too, admires the Morris Habitat mission. “There aren’t enough houses for people on the planet,” he said.  Sam is a 2015 graduate of Penn 
State University where he studied film. His most recent position was at an adventure ropes course in Essex County.  

http://www.MorrisReStore.org
https://bit.ly/37tKx5S
https://bit.ly/3QOuiX6
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