
10/2 – World Habitat Day 
10/9 -  Columbus Day (Offices, ReStore & Sites closed) 
10/14 - Go Green Event at ReStore 
10/16-22 – National Estate Planning Awareness Month 
10/18 - Voter Registration Deadline 
10/19 – Pearl Place Homeownership Applications due 
10/20 – Midnight Run Event—www.morrishabitat.org/midnightrun2023 
10/31 – Halloween  

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

Idhannys’ Morris Habitat Home Provides a Place for her Son to “Spread his Wings”    
As Idhannys worked hard over the last 18 months to help build her Morris Habitat home, she 
had one goal in mind: to provide a safe, stable foundation for her 12-year-old son.  “A kid 
needs a place to explore and spread his wings,” Idhannys told us.  
 
Prior to moving into their Morris Habitat home last month, Idhannys and her son shared a tiny, 
one-bedroom apartment with her mother and grandmother. That was four generations living in 
cramped conditions with no one having their own space or privacy.  
 
Idhannys, who moved to the United States from the Dominican Republic when she was 13, is 
now the proud owner of a decent, affordable home at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in 

Randolph. And – for the first time -- she and her son each have their own bedrooms. Her son decorated his room with LED lights and anime. He also 
is making new friends at Randolph Middle School where he is a sixth grader, and he is getting to know the other kids in his neighborhood. Morris 
Habitat partner families work hard to purchase their homes. They don’t just make a down payment and pay an affordable mortgage. They also 
contribute 300 hours of “sweat equity” work to the construction of their home or the homes of other families. Idhannys completed this requirement 
while working full-time in a medical office and taking care of her son. She also served with many of her new neighbors as an ambassador for Morris 
Habitat at community events throughout Morris and Middlesex counties. “Prior to Morris Habitat, I would dream of a place where my son and I could 
have our own space,” she said. With your support, Idhannys’ dream is a reality. Morris Habitat doesn’t just build homes; we help build bright, secure 
futures.  

Morris Habitat Receives $30,000 Grant from Wells Fargo Foundation  
A huge thank-you to the Wells Fargo Foundation for awarding Morris Habitat for 
Humanity a $30,000 grant to help build homes in Randolph. Wells Fargo and Morris Habitat 
announced the grant at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph, which is providing 25 
families with safe, decent, affordable homes. A Wells Fargo team also volunteered at the site 
-- Morris Habitat’s largest project to date -- helping install lattice work at the building’s 
foundation.  
 
“We are grateful for our long-standing partnership with Wells Fargo,” said Liz DeCoursey, 
Morris Habitat for Humanity interim CEO. “Their philanthropic interests in our mission to build 
homes, communities, and hope make change happen and improve lives for everyone.”  
 

Morris Habitat is one of more than 230 Habitat for Humanity affiliates awarded grant funding through the 2023 Wells Fargo Builds program to help 
make homes more affordable and accessible for everyone nationwide. “As the Bank of Doing, we’re committed to opening pathways to affordable 
homeownership for more individuals so they can pass that legacy on and grow generational wealth – especially here in the Garden State,” said 
Tomas Porturas, Vice President of Community Impact, Wells Fargo. “We’re proud to join Morris Habitat for Humanity once again to create more 
affordable homes in northern New Jersey and help welcome home deserving families.”  

Morris Habitat Mourns the Passing of Housing Advocate and Volunteer Russ Hall  

Morris County has lost a community volunteer giant – and Morris Habitat has lost a dear friend -- with 
the passing of Russ Hall in August. Russ was among the founders of the Morris Housing Alliance 
and served for many years as a Commissioner of the Morris County Public Housing authority, where 
he supported innovative self-sufficiency programs for residents.  
 
Prior to that, Russ volunteered as the first executive director of the Newark Habitat for Humanity. He 
never stopped trying to identify resources for homeless individuals and families.  
 
Despite declining health, Russ attended a Morris County Commissioner’s meeting early this year 
where he spoke eloquently of the precarious housing situations of many people in our communities. 
He was known for his keen intelligence, deep compassion, and unrelenting dedication to help those in 
need – whether through one of the many housing organizations he supported or the services of the 
Interfaith Food Pantry. He will be deeply missed.  

To learn more about advocacy, please email  
Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org  

Save the Date for Veterans Build 2023  

Morris Habitat is proud to present Veterans Build 2023, an annual event to help a veteran move closer 
to affordable homeownership. We will be working alongside homeowners-in-progress Mylacaryz, an 
Army veteran, and her husband, Hilton, who will share their Morris Habitat home with their three 
children, ages 4, 9 and 13. This year we will build at 364 Garretson Ave. and 363 Inslee St. in Perth 
Amboy. Morris Habitat is seeking event sponsors and groups for team build days from 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Nov. 6-10, or other dates by request. Morris Habitat will host a Veterans Build opening 
ceremony Nov. 6 at 11am.  Building together, we can make a difference in the lives of those who 
have served our country. Learn more at www.MorrisHabitat.org/VeteransBuild2023  
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ReStore Hosts Annual Go Green, Save Green Event Oct. 14  
How can you shop for great deals, help the environment, and support our housing solutions? Join 
us for the ReStore’s 11th Annual Go Green, Save Green Sales Event from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Oct. 14. Shoppers can save 33 percent off the ReStore’s low prices on home furnishings, 
appliances, building materials, and more. Some exclusions apply.  
 
Come for the deals, and stay for the popcorn, prizes, and games. Entertainment and vendors 
include: JoJoe the Clown, Wei Bee Keeping, Silver Jewelry by Sharon Feigin, and Recolor Paint 
demonstrating how to use chalk paint on furniture.  
 
When you donate, shop, or volunteer at the ReStore, you support families in need of affordable 

housing and help the environment. Since 2007, Morris Habitat’s ReStore has helped fund 36 homes and kept more than 17,588 tons of usable 
material from landfills. Visit the ReStore at www.MorrisReStore.org. 

Thank You, Summit Civic Foundation for Your Generous Support  
Morris Habitat for Humanity is deeply grateful to the Summit Civic Foundation for its $100,000 
donation to The Crossings at Morris Avenue in Summit, which will provide safe, decent, affordable 
homes for 12 hardworking families. Morris Habitat and the foundation share a mission to provide local 
affordable housing solutions, and our partnership is a natural fit. Established in 1956, the Summit Civic 
Foundation owns and manages 24 two - and three-bedroom rental duplexes on Weaver Street and 
Dennis Place in Summit. “Our plan for the future is to continue to provide, safe, affordable and well-
maintained rental apartments for families in need,” said SCF Vice President Peter Eliot, who is a 
former Morris Habitat board member and long-time volunteer.  
 

The organization also provides up to $5,000 in closing cost assistance for families able to move out of the rental units and into their own home. In 
addition, each spring the foundation offers $10,000 to $20,000 in scholarships to students who demonstrate need and plan to attend college studying 
civic-related fields or who plan to attend trade schools. Norm Miller, a 20-year member of the foundation board and current board president, 
volunteered on Morris Habitat’s first project in Summit, a six-plex completed 10 years ago on Morris Avenue. That project included partnerships with 
22 local faith-based groups. It also was Morris Habitat’s first collaboration with the Summit Affordable Housing Corporation.   
 
Contact Chief Development Officer Christopher Palazzi at Christopher.Palazzi@MorrisHabitat.org to learn more about partnering with Morris 
Habitat for Humanity. 

Wondering What Happens to Your 
Donated Car? It Helps Change Lives  
 
About half our cars are sold to licensed 
dealers at wholesale auctions and are 
reused for transportation. The other half are 
typically taken to auto salvage yards where 
all reusable car parts, batteries, tires, and 
fluids are removed. Vehicles that can be 
recycled are crushed, shredded, and 
recycled into steel.  
 

Habitat receives funds for each donated vehicle, although a car sold at 
auction generally generates more revenue than one that is recycled. 
Among Habitat for Humanity affiliates nationwide last year, Morris 
Habitat was the 15

th
 highest earning "Very Large Affiliate," with a 

revenue of more than $146,000. Every donation makes a difference, 
and the families that partner with us are extremely grateful for your help. 
Learn how you can #MakeADifference in your community by donating 
your old car. Donate your car at https://bit.ly/37tKx5S . 

The Morris Habitat ReStore needs volunteers 
throughout our retail operation, including E-
commerce, driver’s helper, cashiers, and 
merchandisers.  
 
We offer volunteer opportunities to match many 
interests.  
 
Please visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer. 

Protect What Matters Most  
 
Did you know Oct. 16-22 is National Estate 
Planning Awareness Week? It was 
designated by Congress in 2008 to help 
educate Americans about the importance of 
creating wills and other estate documents.   
To thank you for supporting our future at 
Morris Habitat, we’re sharing a free estate 
planning resource with our community to 
make this important task simple.  
  

Creating your will allows you to record critical decisions to keep those 
you love safe, plan for the distribution of your assets, and commence 
your legacy for a world where everyone has a decent place to live. By 
including a gift to Morris Habitat for Humanity in your plans, you can also 
put love into action and bring people together to build homes, 
communities, and hope -- for generations to come.  
 
Start your free will today. Get started at https://bit.ly/beginlegacy  

Join us Friday, October 20 from 8 to 11pm for 
the 13th Annual Midnight Run car show and 
rally at 1 Apollo Drive in Hanover! Unique and 
exotic cars, food trucks and more.  
 
All on-line ticket proceeds will benefit 
Morris Habitat!  
 
Learn more at www.morrishabitat.org/
midnightrun2023 

Thank You for Helping Those Devastated by the Maui Wildfires  
Morris Habitat ReStore customers donated $2916 to those affected by the devastating Maui 
wildfires in August. Last month, the ReStore offered shoppers several ways to contribute – and you 
generously answered the call.  
 
The most serious fires were in historic Lahaina, where hundreds of structures were damaged or 
destroyed resulting in families, businesses and communities losing everything overnight. The Lahaina 
wildfires destroyed the 10 homes that the Habitat for Humanity Maui team, partner families, volunteers 
and the community built in Kahoma Residential Subdivision.  You can also donate securely at 
www.habitat-maui.org/disasterrelief. Together, we will (re)build homes, communities, and hope.  

Morris County Attorney Alan Albin Generously Lends His Expertise to Our Mission  
Morris Habitat volunteers don’t just swing hammers at our build sites. Many, like Alan Albin, work in vital roles behind the scenes, 
providing professional skills, experience, and expertise that we may not have in-house. This helps us dedicate our resources to build-
ing homes, building communities, and building hope. An attorney in private practice, Alan has provided Morris Habitat with pro bono 
legal advice and counsel since 2005. He has served as our board attorney and assisted us on a variety of legal issues, such 
as employment law, lease agreements, and board governance, among other areas.   
 
“I believe Morris Habitat's mission of helping to develop and provide affordable housing for local communities is noble and honorable, 

and remains greatly needed now, perhaps even more so than ever before,” Alan said.  
 
After working as a sole practitioner in Morristown for many years, Alan recently became lead attorney for the Victory Gardens office of Garces Grabler 
& LeBrocq, a personal injury and workers compensation law firm. Morris Habitat could not do what we with do without volunteers like Alan, who gener-
ously lend their time, talents, and expertise to our operations and mission. Thank you, Alan! To learn more about the wealth of volunteer opportunities 
we offer, visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer. 
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