
9/4 –    Labor Day (Offices, ReStore & Sites closed) 
9/8 -     RED Friday (Remember Everyone Deployed) in Morris ReStore 
9/11 -  Day of Service & Remembrance - Staff Build Day 
9/15 – Wells Fargo Welcome Home Event at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue 
9/15 – www.summitcommunityprograms.com/414/Fiesta-Latina 
9/18 – Morris Habitat Staff Retreat (Offices, ReStore & Sites closed) 
9/30 –  Morris Habitat ReStore / Madison Rotary ShredIt Event  
            www.bit.ly/madisonshredit 

Support us at 
www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

Volunteering, Giving Back for Two Decades and Counting  
Richard Sleece has volunteered and donated to Morris Habitat for Humanity for more than 20 years because, he said, 
“it’s tangible and meaningful.”  
 
“You feel your money is well spent,” he added. “You know it’s going to the right place and where it is going to end up.”  
Richard served on the Morris Habitat Board of Directors for several years including a term as board president. During 
his board tenure, Richard helped develop and implement the organization’s strategic plan, open the Morris ReStore, 
and launch Morris Habitat’s program selling mortgages as a source of income.  
 
“It was an experiment that worked,” he said of the mortgage initiative.  
 
He is especially proud of the ReStore’s growth since its opening in 2007. The ReStore is in its 16

th
 year of operation, 

grossed $3.2 million last year, and is one of the largest sources of ongoing financial support for our homebuilding and 
home repair programs.  

 
 “Back then, we were grossing $100,000 a year, and look where you are now,” he said.  
 
After a distinguished, 30-year career with Exxon, Richard retired two decades ago. He and his wife, Mary Ann, a former human resources professional 
with Atlantic Health System, now live in Virginia to be closer to family. They continue their good works with a charitable foundation they started 
focused on young children with developmental disabilities and autism. A tree planted at a Morris Habitat home in Madison is dedicated to their son, 
Brian, who died in 2014.  
 
Richard and Mary Ann also initiated a scholarship program for children of Morris Habitat homeowners through their foundation. In 2014 they awarded 
six grants to deserving students of Habitat families.  
 
Habitat is grateful to partner with volunteers and donors like Richard and Mary Ann. Thank you for your dedicated, compassionate service to helping 
families in need of safe, decent, affordable homes.  

Urgent Call for Volunteers in Long Valley  

Morris Habitat needs volunteers to help Syretta, a mother of three, build her home in the Long Valley section of Washington 
Township. The four-bedroom home, on a large, wooded lot, will provide much-needed space for the family -- indoors and 
out. The property was donated to Morris Habitat by a subsidiary of Lakeland Bank, and architect Seth Leeb designed the 
home.  

No skills are needed – see our Construction FAQs at www.bit.ly/constructionFAQs. Workdays are typically 8:30am to 
4pm with a ½ hour lunch (volunteers are encouraged to bring a bagged lunch). Please check the volunteer portal to see 
available days and register. It is updated every Friday.  
 
Register to Volunteer at www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer. 

Hispanic Heritage Month 
 

Round up for Maui Relief 
at the ReStore all month  

Interested in Homeownership? Attend an Info Session  

Morris Habitat will hold several information meetings this month  -- in-person and online – for our newest affordable home 

projects in Perth Amboy.  Morris Habitat is building two three-bedroom single-family homes on Pearl Place. The meetings 

will include an overview of Morris Habitat, and attendance is required for prospective homeowners.  

An In-person session will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on Sept.12 (Spanish only). Online sessions will be held from 6 to 

8 p.m. on Sept. 14 (Spanish only) or 6 to 8 p.m. on Sept. 19 (English only).  

Register at www.MorrisHabitat.org/homeownership/apply-for-home-ownership. 

http://www.summitcommunityprograms.com/414/Fiesta-Latina
http://www.bit.ly/madisonshredit
https://www.morrishabitat.org/donate
http://www.bit.ly/constructionFAQs.
http://www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer.
http://www.MorrisHabitat.org/homeownership/apply-for-home-ownership


274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060 

 973-891-1934 |info@morrishabitat.org 

Recent wildfires in Maui have caused heartbreaking destruction, forced 
emergency evacuations, and damaged thousands of homes and 
businesses across the island community. The most devastating fires 
were in historic Lahaina, where hundreds of structures were damaged or 
destroyed resulting in families, businesses and communities losing 
everything overnight. The disaster left thousands of residents displaced, 
including our very own partner families. The Lahaina wildfires destroyed 
the 10 homes that the Habitat for Humanity Maui team, partner families, 
volunteers and the community built in Kahoma Residential Subdivision.    
 
How can you help? Join the Round-up for Maui campaign in the Morris 
ReStore through Sept. 30. When shopping at the ReStore, you can 
round up your purchase to the nearest dollar (in-store only), add a 
separate donation to your purchase, or make a “Donation House” 
contribution, which we will forward to the round up campaign. You can 
also donate securely at www.Habitat-Maui.org . 

       Follow us on Social Media 

The Key to Taming Inflation? Affordable Housing  
A surefire way to tame inflation? Reduce housing costs. That’s what has happened in Minneapolis, as explained in a recent 
article www.bit.ly/SeattleTimesarticle. With a combination of zoning changes and rental assistance, the Twin Cities 
encouraged apartment and condo construction, which helped keep rents under control.  
 
“There is no more effective way to rein in inflation than to expand the supply of affordable housing and increase housing 
affordability,” Moody’s Analytics chief economist Mark Zandi said in the piece.  
 
What does this mean in New Jersey? We can work together to keep affordable housing funding in the FY24 federal budget, 
especially vital HUD/HOME funds. Right now, Congress is back in action, and we've got an opportunity to ensure that 
affordable housing gets the attention it deserves. We need to show support for HUD funding if we want to make a real 

difference in New Jersey's housing situation. You can help with just one click.—www.bit.ly/advocacyclick By reaching out to your local member 
of Congress, you can urge them to make stronger investments in housing. Every message counts – your voice matters.   
 
To learn more, please contact Morris Habitat Advocacy Program Manager Barbara Dunn at Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org. 

Back to school season is here. As we prepare, 
let’s not forget the crucial role a safe and 
stable home plays in a child’s overall well-
being. When you donate your old car, you’re 
not only supporting affordable housing 
programs in your community. You are helping 
hardworking families achieve stability and 
security. Every child deserves a place to call 
home, where they can study, grow, and 
succeed. Learn more by clicking below. 
Donate your car at https://bit.ly/37tKx5S  

Morris Habitat and ReStore staff will wear RED on Friday, Sept. 8, to 
show their support of U.S. service members.  RED Friday, for 
Remember Everyone Deployed, is a nationally recognized campaign 
inviting everyone – military and non-military – to wear red on any Friday 
to show support for deployed troops.  
 
The Morris ReStore gives a 10 percent discount every day to veterans 
and military personnel. On Sept. 8, we will give an additional 10 
percent discount to these heroes.  
 
Since 1985 Morris Habitat for Humanity has helped more than 12 
veterans build or repair places to call home. Customers shopping in the 
Morris ReStore through Sept. 11 can donate in boxes at the register to 
our RED Friday campaign to build and repair homes for local veterans. 
Donors will receive a card to honor and post the name of a service 
member on our Wall of Honor.  

Your legacy can support Morris Habitat for 
Humanity not just today but for years to come. 
Many of our supporters have included a gift to 
Morris Habitat in their estate plans to make a 
lasting impact at no cost today. To create your 
legacy, we invite you to use FreeWill: an 
online estate planning tool that makes it 100% 
free to write your will and designate Morris 
Habitat as a beneficiary of your legacy. Get 
Started Today at https://bit.ly/beginlegacy  

Morris ReStore Accepts Donated Furniture and a Whole Lot More  
Cleaning up, paring down, or making a change? The Morris Habitat ReStore has expanded its donations list. When you donate 
to the ReStore, you help build decent, affordable homes for hardworking families in our community, and you help keep items out 
of landfills. The ReStore accepts: jewelry; instruments; handbags; travel sets; home décor; video game consoles and video 
games in working condition; sporting goods in usable, working condition; collectibles, figurines,  antique and vintage toys, 
diecast model cars; trading cards, memorabilia; artwork; furniture; lamps and lighting fixtures in working condition; tools, tool 
sets, and power equipment in fully functional condition; music and audio equipment in working condition; printers and home of-
fice supplies in working, fully functional condition; Apple products that are in working condition and are factory reset; Lego sets, 
building sets; cameras, photography equipment, unused and unexpired film; items that are brand new, sealed in box (that you 
might have missed the return date on).  
 

Don’t forget the many ways to shop at the Morris ReStore: ShopMorrisReStore.com, our ReStore Facebook sales, and EBay collection.  
Since the Morris ReStore’s founding in May 2007, it has helped build 36 homes and diverted 17,588 tons of usable material from landfills. Go to 
www.MorrisReStore.org/donate to learn more about donating to the ReStore. 

Habitat Mobilizing to Help After Maui Wildfires  Wear RED on 9/8 to Remember Everyone Deployed  

Every Child Deserves a Place to Call Home  Make your Legacy go Further  
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