
Dear Friends of Morris Habitat,  

It is with great excitement and a deep sense of gratitude that I write to you today as the new Interim CEO at Morris 

Habitat. Having been a part of this incredible organization for nearly 18 years, I am honored to have the opportunity 

to lead our dedicated team and serve our community in this new capacity.  I have been truly blessed to work side by 

side with Blair Schleicher Wilson for the past 18 years and it has been the opportunity of a lifetime.  Blair’s lasting 

legacy to Morris Habitat is not only the impact to the families that were served during her tenure, but ensuring there 

is a strong and devoted team that is fully capable to stand on her shoulders to serve the countless families for many 

years to come.  

Thank you for your support and for entrusting me with the responsibility of leading this incredible organization. 

Together, we will continue to build and repair homes, advocate for affordable housing and keep our mission close to 

our hearts.   

With gratitude,  

 

Liz DeCoursey 

Interim CEO  

 

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

Best of Luck, Blair!  
More than 100 homeowner families, volunteers, partners, and 
supporters helped celebrate retiring CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson 
last month before her official departure July 31. It was an evening 
to salute Blair’s amazing tenure at Morris Habitat and introduce 
The Blair Fund, which will support homeownership opportunities 
in our communities. This is your last chance to contribute - our 
goal is $50,000 and we have raised $42,196 so far. Please 
consider donating below.  

Blair’s legacy at Morris Habitat stretches nearly two decades and 
includes building 166 homes in 30 municipalities, with an 
additional 25 homes set to close this year. Blair also grew the 
organization from three employees to 60 and developed a 
property pipeline of more than 200 homes. Along the way in 
2020, we acquired the service area of the Greater Plainfield & 
Middlesex County Habitat for Humanity affiliate, to magnify the 
impact of our home building and housing solutions  -- and much 
more.  

7/4 - 4th of July Holiday - 

Offices, Sites and ReStore 

closed  

7/8 - ReStore's 12th Annu-

al Lucky Duck Sale  

7/17 - Quarterly Staff 
Meeting - Offices, Sites 
and ReStore Closed Until 
Noon  

A New Community Emerges  

After a long wait and rigorous review process, 12 
families of The Crossings at Morris Avenue in Sum-
mit, NJ are taking the next steps toward homeown-
ership by putting in their ‘sweat equity’ in their 2- 
and 3-bedroom condominiums.  
 
All selected families are required to complete a 
minimum of 300 hours of sweat equity in the build-
ing of their home or the homes of other Habitat 
partner families. In addition, families will complete 
home finance workshops and other related pro-
grams to help them prepare for homeownership.  
 
The newest Homeowners-in-Progress (HiPs) hail 
from Summit and several neighboring communities 
including Paterson, Bayonne, Morristown, Union 
and Irvington.  Fifteen children will call The Cross-
ings ‘home’ and range in age from 6 months - 18 years old, including 15-year-old twins and two young men attending college.  
 
These hardworking families work in the non-profit, education, nursing, delivery, cleaning and construction industries. The 12 homes are scheduled to 
be completed by the end of this year. Go to www.morrishabitat.org/homeownership/qualifications-for-home-ownership to learn about the home-
ownership qualification process and upcoming homeownership opportunities.  

Read full letter at  

https://bit.ly/LizinterimCEO 

Support the Blair Fund at http://bit.ly/blairfund 

https://www.morrishabitat.org/donate
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We are pleased to present Morris Habitat's 
2022 annual report “Building Innovation,” 
which highlights our work last year building 
homes, communities, and hope. The report 
describes how Morris Habitat embraced 
innovation across all facets of the 
organization and introduces several inspiring 
families, partners, supporters, and volunteers.  
 
Whether you volunteered at a home site, 
helped in the office, attended an event, 

shopped at the ReStore, or donated - thank you! You helped us move 
closer to the Habitat vision of a world where everyone has a decent 
place to live. Read the full report here—https://bit.ly/
MHfH2023annualreport. 

                              Follow us on Social Media 

Not all Volunteers Swing a Hammer  
Nazira just happened to be driving by the Morris Habitat office in 
Plainfield, NJ (formerly the Middlesex County Greater Plainfield office) 
and decided to drop in and ask about volunteering. She discovered she 
was needed! Nazira has been at the Plainfield office one day per week 
since 2018 (except during COVID) assisting Loretta Rivers, Director of 
Family Services.   
 
Nazira assists with all important administrative aspects of the 
homeownership application and selection process including reviewing 
applications, filing, creating excel spreadsheets for data input, 
scanning applications and more.   
 
Nazira’s attention to detail, discretion and pleasant manner makes her 
a wonderful volunteer.  We truly appreciate all the work she does 
behind the scenes to make the homeownership process efficient. “I get 

a lot of satisfaction that I am making a difference, and I love working with Loretta,” she said.  
 
Nazira retired from Johnson & Johnson after 45 years as a manager in the International Regulatory Affairs department.  She was born in Kenya and 
raised in Uganda. Nazira’s parents came to the U.S. in 1971 as refugees from Uganda, East Africa with three young children. Nazira and her husband 
live in Middlesex County and her adult daughter works in the public health field in Washington, D.C.  
 
Register to volunteer at www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer.  

Why not donate your old RV to help fund 
affordable housing programs in our local 
community? Together, let's turn our wheels 
into acts of kindness and transform lives. By 
donating it, you'll directly contribute to the 
construction of safe, secure, and affordable 
homes to help families in our communities.   
 
Together, we can provide a foundation for a 
better future and give the gift of stability to 
those in need of a helping hand. Remember, 
it's not just an RV anymore; it's a beacon of 

hope and a steppingstone toward a brighter future. Donate your car at 
https://bit.ly/37tKx5S  

Declare your independence from soaring 
energy bills by going solar with the #1 rated 
solar company in the U.S. SunPower can 
help you reduce your reliance on the utility 
grid and save on those high energy rates by 
generating your own clean, solar electricity.  
 
Add SunVault® storage and you could save 
even more, all while reducing your home’s 
carbon footprint. Contact SunPower today to 
get your free quote and an exclusive $500 
VISA Reward Card rebate. Plus, when you 

go solar with SunPower, a donation of $250 will be made out to Habitat 
for Humanity on your behalf. Go to  https://bit.ly/3VUiQZF  to learn 
more and get started.  

Come select a rubber duck from our “duck 
pond” to find out how much you save -- from 
10 percent to 50 percent off your Morris 
Habitat ReStore purchase. There will be 
vendors, games, and prizes throughout the 
day. Join us from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 
Can’t make the sale? Our online stores never 
close! Visit us at  ShopMorrisReStore.com, on 
Facebook, or on eBay. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help with this and all our events and 
throughout the store. Please go to www.MorrisReStore.org/Volunteer 
for information.  

There are many ways to support Morris 
Habitat for Humanity beyond a traditional one
-time or recurring donation. No matter how 
you give, you will help local hardworking 
families build strength, stability and 
independence.   
 
To help you get started on your plans and 
legacy, Morris Habitat has partnered with 
FreeWill, an online tool that guides you 
through many of these processes. It’s easy to 
use and accessible online. You can use this 

resource on its own or use it to document your wishes before finalizing 
your plans with an attorney.  Go to https://www.morrishabitat.org/
donate/otherwaystogive to learn more. 

We are pleased to announce that the 3-
bedroom home built by Roxbury High School 
students received the 2023 Metrobuilders 
Award for the Best Affordable Mt Laurel 
home! In addition, the team of Roxbury High 
School also received the “Give Back Award” 
for supporting Morris Habitat and this exciting 
partnership.  
 
Teacher Frank Caccavale of the school’s 
structural design and fabrication program and 
Jim Montalto of the Morris Habitat 

development team were on hand at The Hanover Manor to accept the 
award on June 14.  Congratulations to all involved!     

Welcome to Morris Habitat, Terry!  
Terry Flood recently joined Morris Habitat for Humanity as the director of pro-
ject administration, supporting our property acquisition team. Working with the 
Interim CEO Liz DeCoursey, this full-time position helps with real estate acqui-
sition, general organizational operations, and project administration.  
 
Terry brings more than two decades of experience in construction supervision 
and management, including Hurricane Sandy restoration. Terry recently 
worked at Passaic Habitat for Humanity as construction project manager and 
said she is drawn to this work because “I respect and applaud the purpose.”  
 
When not working, Terry enjoys baking and spending time with her family. 
“They mean the world to me,” she said.  

Annual Report Highlights 2022 Accomplishments  ReStore’s 12
th

 Annual Lucky Duck  

Turn That Old RV Into an Act of Kindness  Morris Habitat wins 2023 Excellence Award  

Other Ways To Give  Go Solar Today  

https://www.facebook.com/MorrisHabitatforHumanity

