
Dear Friends,  
 
Habitat for Humanity’s founder, Millard Fuller, reminds us that through the power of the hammer, we put aside our 
differences and work together to help each other, while we help those with a need for an affordable place to live. We 
put our love into action when we live by this message. June is Pride Month, when we recommit ourselves to 
celebrating, affirming, and standing with the LGBTQ+ community.  
 
Morris Habitat for Humanity’s vision is a world where everyone has a decent place to live. We recognize that, to 
create this world, our work must always break down barriers, bring people of all backgrounds together, and generate 
equity, respect, and lasting change. We believe that diversity gives us strength, vision, and compassion.  
 
To learn more about how you can use the power of the hammer and help Morris Habitat build homes, build 
communities, and build hope, please visit our website.  
 
In partnership,  

   
Blair Schleicher Wilson 
Chief Executive Officer  

"I'm Very Grateful to Morris Habitat"  
Morris Habitat for Humanity’s Home Repair program gave Janet of Edison not just a helping hand 
to fix  her leaking bathroom, but also the skills and confidence to do much of the work herself.  
 
Janet’s plumbing troubles began over the last year as her upstairs bathroom began to leak into the 
kitchen below. At the same time, the single mother of three was dealing with health issues that 
caused her to miss work and fall behind on home repairs. Visits from two local plumbers and an 
insurance adjuster left holes in the kitchen ceiling, rotted floorboards due to water damage, and a 
quote for $14,000 for repairs.  
 
“I thought I was going to have to walk away from my house, but with no place to go,” said Janet, a 

postal mechanic. “I didn’t have $14,000.” She reached out to Morris Habitat, and our Home Repair Program was able to help. Neighborhood 
Revitalization Director Spencer Reckford has worked with Janet several times a month, helping her replace sheetrock and install a new floor while 
also teaching her to do the work herself.  Janet’s sense of pride and accomplishment are evident, and her youngest daughter, who still lives at home, 
has seen Janet persevere and learn new skills.  
 
“We are in the home stretch,” Janet said. “I am very grateful to Morris Habitat for not only fixing it -- but teaching me how to do it.”  

A 90+-degree day didn’t stop nearly 200 people from celebrating 13 new homeowner families as 
they cut the ribbons on their new one-, two-, and three-bedroom homes at The Crossings at 
Bennett Avenue in Randolph.  
 
After more than 18 months of construction and sweat equity work on their homes, many of the 
families were overcome with emotion at the outpouring of community support. Volunteers, donors, 
corporate partners, Morris Habitat board members past and present, and Habitat staff attended 
the June 1 dedication ceremony. The 25-home project is the largest in Morris Habitat’s history.  
 
“This is a dream come true for our family,” said a joyful Ilham, one of the new homeowners. “Right 
now, we have four children, and we’re living in a cramped, two-bedroom apartment. This home will give us room to grow.”  
 
Attendees also included U.S. Rep. Mikie Sherrill (NJ-11

th
 District), who was instrumental in securing $3 million in federal funding for the project; N.J. 

State Senators Tony Bucco and Aura Dunn; Morris County Deputy Director Christine Myers and Commissioner Stephen Shaw; and Randolph 
Township Mayor Lou Nisivoccia. 
 
Several of the new homeowner families will move in within the next few weeks. Phase ll of the project, which includes 12 homes, is underway and 
expected to be completed in early 2024. The homeowners-in-progress have already been selected and are busy putting in their sweat equity hours to 
help build their homes.  

6/1 The Crossings at Bennett 
Avenue Dedication Ceremony 
6/8 1776 Grill Off 
6/14 Flag Day 
6/18 Father's Day 
6/19 Juneteenth - Offices, 
        ReStore and Sites Closed 
6/21 First Day of Summer 
6/28-29 Eid Al-Adha  

13 Ribbon Cuttings – Unlimited Opportunities  

What’s the Perfect Gift? Service to Others  
What a gift! Karen celebrated her 70th birthday with 15 family and friends joining her in a day of 
volunteer service at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph. Karen’s children, Aimee and 
Dan, planned the day and recruited family and friends – brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews, and 
Aimee’s in-laws – to help. The energetic group painted and put the finishing touches on 13 
condominiums that were dedicated June 1. Their help was instrumental, so these hardworking 
homeowner families can get ready to move in soon.  
 
“My family knows my heart,” Karen said. “This is the best birthday present I’ve ever gotten.”  
 

She is already planning to volunteer in the Morris Habitat ReStore with her husband, Joe, and to suggest a volunteer day with the Women’s Club in 
Vernon Township next year. Thank you so much for selecting Morris Habitat to celebrate your precious mom, family, and volunteerism!  

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

https://default.salsalabs.org/T89bfb19b-16ff-441d-a665-6bdcb6887eca/90af96d6-5618-425a-ae4a-e60a03cccb96


274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060 
 www.MorrisHabitat.org | 973-891-1934 |info@morrishabitat.org 

Thank You, Women Build Volunteers!  

A tremendous thank you to the individuals, 
groups, faith communities, and corporations 
that volunteered with us throughout our 
Women Build last month. They helped build 
affordable homes at The Crossings at Bennett 
Avenue in Randolph and The Crossings at 
Morris Avenue in Summit. Women 
Build provides hope and new beginnings and 
creates affordable housing solutions through 
construction, collaboration, and advocacy.  
 

Volunteers hailed from Bayer, Columbia Bank, Crum & Forster, GAF Roofing, Lakeland Bank, National Women in Roofing – NY, Nisivoccia, 
Morris County Chamber of Commerce Women in Business Program, Provident Bank,Tandym and Valley Bank. 

  

Celebrate Summer Solstice with SunPower!  
 

With longer days in summer months, solar panels nationwide will 
soak up over 15 hours of sunlight, producing more power and more 
energy.  
Ready to make the switch to solar energy? Schedule your online 
appointment and get your free quote today. Plus, when you go solar 
with SunPower you can get an exclusive $500 VISA Reward Card 
rebate, plus SunPower will make a donation of $250 to Habitat for 
Humanity. Let’s change the way our world is powered and opt in for 
clean energy!   

 
Click https://bit.ly/3VUiQZF to get started 

Fair Share Report Shows Progress in Affordable Housing  

A 2015 New Jersey state Supreme Court decision to boost the state’s 
commitment to fair housing has benefited not only low-income and working-
class families but also middle-class households which often struggle to find 
starter homes. That is among the findings of a new report by the nonprofit Fair 
Share Housing Center, which also concluded that the court’s enforcement has 
increased the production of affordable housing statewide.  
 
The report, Dismantling Exclusionary Zoning: New Jersey’s Blueprint for 
Overcoming Segregation, explores the landmark Mount Laurel decision of 1975 
and activity since a 2015 state Supreme Court decision to increase affordable 
housing in every municipality.  
 
The 2015 ruling effectively dismantled the Council of Affordable Housing (COAH), which had been created after the Mount Laurel decision 
established one of the most progressing affordable housing obligations in the country. The report concludes that court supervision, not COAH, 
is most effective at speeding development of affordable housing and dismantling residential segregation. And it rebuts a recent move by 
several municipalities to reinstate COAH. To learn more and get involved in advocating for local affordable housing, please email Advocacy 

ReStore’s Lucky Duck Sale is July 8  

Join us July 8 for the ReStore’s 12th annual Lucky Duck Sale from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Come select a rubber duck from our “duck pond” to find out how much 
you save -- from 10% to 50% off your purchase. There will be vendors, games, 
and prizes throughout the day.  
 
The ReStore’s events are not to be missed! The ReStore celebrated its 16th 
anniversary last month, followed by “A Day in Monet’s Garden,” our art gallery 
popup event with donated artwork for purchase. There were also games, a 
giveaway, and an outdoor garden lounge. All proceeds benefited Morris 
Habitat for Humanity’s housing solutions.  
 

Volunteers are always needed to help with our busy events and throughout the store. Please click below  for information. When you shop at 
the ReStore, you help families in need of safe, decent, affordable housing. Since May 2007, the ReStore has funded 36 homes and diverted 
17,588 tons of usable material out of the landfills.  

Donate at www.MorrisHabitat.org Follow us on Social Media 

Some Cars Are Reused, Some Are Recycled  
 

About half of our cars are sold to licensed dealers at wholesale 
auctions and are reused for transportation. The other half are 
typically transported to auto salvage yards where all reusable car 
parts, batteries, tires and fluids are removed. Vehicles that can be 
recycled are crushed, shredded and recycled into steel. Habitat 
receives funds for each donated vehicle, although a car sold at 
auction generally generates more revenue than one that is recycled. 
Every donation makes a difference, and the families that partner with 
us are extremely grateful for your help.  
 

Call 877-277-4344 or go to https://bit.ly/37tKx5S 

https://www.facebook.com/MorrisHabitatforHumanity

