Habitat Happenings

Proudly serving Morris & Middlesex Counties and the Greater Plainfield area

Letter from ACEO Blair SchlelcherWlIson

Spring, a season of hope and new beginnings, has sprung with gorgeous blooming tulips, daffodils, forsythia, and
lilac blooming all around us. Morris Habitat sprang into action with a month long ‘Home is Key’ campaign to unlock
futures and change lives for more families to access affordable homeownership.

Thanks to the City of Perth Amboy and P.A.R.T.N.E.R., hope and new beginnings were expressed in the wide smiles
of the two homeowners in progress families who helped to break ground for their new homes, recently.

Hope and new beginnings were expressed by the Rutgers Habitat Club build-a-thon with students building shelters
on the Livingston Campus lawn. It was great to see the students back at work raising awareness while raising funds
for our Summit project, the Crossings at Morris Ave.

Stay tuned for our Women Build event with kick offs on Friday, May 5" at the Crossings at Bennett Ave. in Randolph | 5/5 Cinco de Mayo
and on Monday, May 8" at the Crossings at Morris Ave., Summit. Women Build provides hope and new beginnings | 5/5 Women Build Randolph

to create affordable housing solutions through construction, collaboration, and advocacy. Kick off ] )
5/8 Women Build Summit
Speaking of Advocacy, become an Advocacy Champion and provide hope and new beginnings to many by signing Kick off
5/14 Mother's Day

up on our website — and respond to Advocacy Alerts with specific requests to contact your state or federal

representative! We have the ability — and, now more than ever, the responsibility — to promote concrete, practical 5/16 ReStore 16th

; : ; : . o ) X X D Anni
public policy housing solutions, ensuring that more families can find appropriate, quality, affordable housing in New | 5/o5 : Blir;aaonet-s
Jersey and across the U.S! Garden" in ReStore
e . o . 5/29 Memorial Day - Offices,
Such joy in this season of hope and new beginnings! Thank you for your love and support for families seeking the ReStore & Construction

American Dream of Homeownership! sites closed

Morris Habitat to Welcome Home 13 Families June 1

We hope you can join us June 1 as we celebrate the dedication of our largest
project to date, The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph.

After more than 16 years in the making, construction of the 25-unit condominium

project began in October 2021. It has been full-speed ahead ever since. The first

~ 13 homeowner families include an Army veteran and more than a dozen children.

. The families quickly created a new community of neighbors and friends on this
former industrial site.

The dedication will include a tour of the completed one-, two-, and three-
bedroom condominium units, as well as a short walk along the customized
commemorative brick path to see the Beth Everett Community Room. Local and state officials, project team, design professionals, and dozens
of volunteers will be on hand to welcome the families home. Guests will have the opportunity to meet and mingle with the newest homeowners,
and light refreshments will be served. RSVP at www.morrishabitat.org/BennettAveDedication

Building Hope and Homes in Perth Amboy

With the help of Morris Habitat, Perth Amboy city officials and a dozen shovels of soil,
two families are closer to realizing their dreams of affordable homeownership. The ~
groundbreaking on April 27 represented Morris Habitat’s third in partnership with =
Perth Amboy’s Redevelopment Team for Neighborhood Enterprise and Revitalization g
(PARTNER).

“This groundbreaking is a belief in tomorrow for two families who will lay roots, build [§
wealth and financial stability, and have shelter from all sorts of storms,” said Morris &
Habitat CEO, Blair Schleicher Wilson at the groundbreaking. “These homes represent
the tireless work and collaboration of PARTNER, the City of Perth Amboy and its
Housing Authority.”

Both families, current Perth Amboy residents, are excited about their partnership with Morris Habitat. They can’t wait to get started building
and on the path to new affordable homeownership! “Right now | feel such happiness and joy,” said Hilton D. who will share one of the new
homes with his wife, Mylacaryz, an Army Veteran, and their three children, ages 13, 9 and 4. “We’re looking forward to building our home with
our own hands.”

Thank You, Volunteers!

i Morris Habitat volunteers inspire us every day, and we cherish their compassion,
dedication, and hard work. This year, we tried to make Volunteer Appreciation Week
extra delicious. More than 30 people attended our Volunteer Appreciation Dessert
Party at the ReStore, which included a fun make your own churros cart and a raffle.
Later that week, the Taxi Cab Burger truck stopped at the Crossings at Morris
Avenue in Summit to provide lunch for our construction volunteers. All week, the
ReStore provided treats at its morning meetings for volunteers.

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate
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¢ Our annual Women Build brings people together to help families build strength,
stability, and independence through affordable housing. We will be building at
The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph and The Crossings at Morris
Avenue in Summit. A huge thanks to our presenting sponsor, Valley Bank, which
will be doing a team build with us at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue.

Corporate team build days have been extended and are available throughout
the month. Our individual build day slots have sold out, but please join us for the
i kick-off ceremonies on Friday, May 5, in Randolph and Monday, May 8, in
S Summit. Please contact Stephanie Buonarota at
stephanie.buonarota@morrishabitat.org for information on team build days.

Shop for that special Mother’s Day gift from the comfort of your home. We have
one-of-a-kind items that are sure to wow her. Check out the Morris ReStore, our
ReStore Facebook sales, EBay collection, and ShopMorrisReStore.com.

Recent finds included a Crate and Barrel cake stand set and 14K gold rope chain "
necklace. We also sell gently used furniture, building materials, home furnishings, *
and lighting, all at great prices. Our inventory is updated regularly, and our online p"fﬁ‘ﬂ U‘lj
stores never close. e &% | ReStore.

is Habitat for Humanity

We are seeking donations of fine, fashion, or costume jewelry, in any condition. ©
Broken jewelry? No problem; we still want it. Clean out your drawers, bring your
jewelry to our donation door, and receive a 20 percent off online order coupon good through May.

When you shop at the ReStore, you help build and rehabilitate affordable housing in your community. Since 2007, the ReStore has funded
construction of 33 homes and diverted 17,588 tons of usable materials from landfills.

ReStore Events ThIS Month:

Tues. May 16 Morris ReStore Garden”

An.nlversary Event . : s Join us for our very first art gallery popup
> Join us for our 16th anniversary A Bay in Monet's Garden event! Stroll through our outdoor gallery and
celgbratlon!. ,_'-\nmve'r sary 3 4 ﬁyA . “4 browse our inventory of art available for pur-
savings ﬁdd't'onﬁ“' discounts, i chase. If weather permits, our event will take
DIY and “how to = place outside on the front lawn. Stay tuned for

demonstrations and cal'<e to a catalog of our pieces and for more details,
celebrate our Sweet 16! see you then!

= Thurs. May 25 11lam “A Day in Monet's

i TUESDAY MAY 16TH
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More than 30 students from the Rutgers University Habitat Club participated in
the 2023 build-a-thon last month to raise awareness of the need for affordable
housing in our local communities. Using salvaged materials -- including wood
pallets, paint, cardboard and more -- the students created “shelters” to shine a
light on homelessness and housing solutions.

~ Morris Habitat board member and Habitat homeowner Jessica Esteves joined
. the event at the Livingston campus in Piscataway to lend a hand and encourage
. the students to stay involved with Morris Habitat after graduation.

The students also raised $1,426 to advance Morris Habitat’s work. Club
8 members have worked monthly at the Crossings at Morris Avenue in Summit
since the fall of 2022.
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Habitat for Humanity’s vision of a world where everyone has a decent place to live is an
audacious goal. But we also believe it is vital — and achievable. Building decent, affordable homes
s the key to eliminating poverty. If we can build enough starter homes, families will not have to
pay 50 percent of their incomes for housing and will have a better chance of stronger, brighter
financial futures.

. . . . . ok ~ about one in nine people
Princeton sociology professor and author Matthew Desmond has written about the inextricable e = : WESTE T jived below the federal

ink between affordable housing, inequality, and poverty in his new book “Poverty, By America.” poxaiylnen 2028
He talks more about it in an NPR interview here.

Do you want to be part of the movement to solve poverty and lack of affordable housing in America? If yes, we suggest listening to “Made in
America,” an On the Media podcast looking at the myths affecting the 37 million Americans living in poverty. Then click below to contact Morris
Habitat’s Advocacy Coordinator Barbara Dunn at Barbara.dunn@morrishabitat.org to learn how you can help.
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Click to Purchase a

ﬁ?%ﬂfﬁ- T o‘r Hstds "Home is Love" Bracelet »
Call 877-277-4344 or go to Purchase a bracelet at Click https://bit.ly/3VUIQZF to
https://bit.ly/37tKx5S https://bit.ly/3Vq7ZI5 learn more and get started

274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060
www.MorrisHabitat.org | 973-891-1934 |info@morrishabitat.org
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