
Dear Friends, 
 
Home is the Key!  Each April our #HomeIsTheKey campaign brings people together to unlock futures and 
change lives so that even more families have access to decent and affordable housing. We can’t do it 
without you! 
 
Morris Habitat is busy unlocking futures as we continue construction of 40 homes in Randolph, Summit, 
Washington Township, and Perth Amboy. Later this month, we will also applaud and honor our inspiring 
volunteers and celebrate Earth Day. 
 
At Morris Habitat, we go green every day. Morris Habitat homes are ENERGY STAR certified for energy 
efficiency, EPA WaterSense certified for water efficiency, and EPA Indoor airPLUS certified for health 
protections. These green building standards provide long-term energy cost savings to our homeowners. 
 
Morris Habitat’s ReStore – our retail operation which helps fund our housing solutions -- has built 36 homes 
over the last 15 years and kept more than 17,000 tons of usable material out of landfills.   
 
Please stay tuned to our Facebook page and website  for updates on how we will celebrate National 
Volunteer Week, April 16 to 22.  Whether you volunteer once a week or once a year, your compassion and 
hard work help us help families achieve the dream of affordable homeownership. Volunteers are the 
foundation of all that we do. 
 
In Gratitude, 

 
 
 
 

Blair Schleicher Wilson 
Chief Executive Office  

 

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

Morris Habitat Home Brings Family Closer to Needed Services  

In recognition of Autism Awareness Month, we spoke to Morris Habitat homeowners-in-progress Sandra 
and Norbey, who have a 22-year-old son, David, with autism. Their Habitat home at The Crossings at 
Bennett Avenue in Randolph will bring them stability and peace of mind and help them live close to the 
services and programs David needs to thrive. 
 
David, who was diagnosed with autism as a toddler, enjoys spending time with his family, listening to 
music, and dancing the Bachata. He will graduate from high school in June, and Sandra and Norbey are 
looking for a full-time adult day care program for him. David is non-verbal and has a seizure disorder, often 
painfully dislocating his shoulder during episodes. He can be physical at times and unknowingly make a lot 
of noise. He also struggles with fine motor skills, requiring assistance with dressing and personal 
care. Owning a safe, decent home near essential services for David means the world to his family. 
 
Norbey works in maintenance for an aviation company, and Sandra works part-time. Even with their busy 
jobs and family responsibilities, they completed more than 400 hours of work toward the construction of 
their home. They are grateful for the opportunity to be homeowners and hopeful David will adapt to and 
flourish in his new surroundings. 

Morris Habitat builds and supports communities where everyone can live. We often partner in this work 
with Fair Share Housing Center, a New Jersey-based organization that fights for racial, economic, and 
housing justice. The center recently sponsored an important, compelling panel on “Residential 
Segregation in America: Moving Towards Integrated, Inclusive Communities” that we invite supporters to 
view. 
 
The discussion touched on while New Jersey may have one of the most progressive housing policies in 
the country, many of us live in primarily segregated neighborhoods and our children often attend 
segregated schools. This is due to the history of redlining -- a government policy that excluded 
communities of color from homeownership -- and present-day resistance to building affordable housing 
“in my backyard.”   
 
The panel included U.S. Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman, journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones, Princeton 
University professor and author Matthew Desmond, Fair Share’s Executive Director Adam Gordon and 
Deputy Director, the Rev. Eric Dobson. To learn more about this issue or support solutions, please visit 
www.fairsharehousing.org or contact Morris Habitat’s Advocacy Coordinator Barbara Dunn at 
Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org. Watch the video at www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIT024w8dNk 

4/7 – Good Friday (ReStore, Offices, and 
Construction Sites closed) 

4/9 – Easter Sunday 

4/18 –Tax Day 

4/16-22 – Volunteer Appreciation Week 

4/22 – Earth Day 

4/24 – Staff Meeting  

4/27 – Inslee / Garret-
son Groundbreaking Ceremony 

4/29 - JWCS Flea Market & ReStore 
Collection 

Panel Discussion Highlights Inclusive Communities  

https://www.facebook.com/MorrisHabitatforHumanity?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.morrishabitat.org/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.morrishabitat.org/donate
https://www.fairsharehousing.org/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIT024w8dNk&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.morrishabitat.org/inslee-garretsongroundbreaking?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.morrishabitat.org/inslee-garretsongroundbreaking?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.morrishabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/JWCS-Flea-Market-4-29.jpg?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.morrishabitat.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/JWCS-Flea-Market-4-29.jpg?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444


274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060 
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Aging in Place Ramp Program Keeps Families 

Moving and Thriving  

Morris Habitat’s Aging in Place team recently installed a wheelchair ramp and completed roof repairs for 
Rosemarie, helping her remain safely in her South River home. Our Aging in Place services improve the 
accessibility, safety, and energy efficiency of seniors’ homes, so they can continue to live independently. 
 
Prior to the ramp installation, Rosemarie had to pay for ambulette services to attend medical appointments. 
Now, her family can take her safely to the doctor. 
 
The Aging in Place team has developed a modular wheelchair ramp system that expedites installation, reduces 
expenses, and is reusable. When a homeowner no longer needs the ramp, we can unbolt it and the railing 
sections, and easily deliver it to a new home. Rosemarie’s ramp has now served three families. 

                              Follow us on Social Media 

Celebrate Earth Day by Donating Your Car 
 

Every year, the steel industry recycles an impressive 14 million tons of 
steel from end-of-life vehicles. (WorldAutoSteel.org) That's like recycling 
almost 13.5 million cars!  
 
Make a difference and donate your old car today to help fund affordable 
housing programs in your local community. 
 

1. Call 877-277-4344 or go to https://bit.ly/37tKx5S 
2. Arrange towing 
3. Receive your tax receipt! 

Reduce Your Carbon Footprint with SunPower 
 

Now, more than ever, our planet needs your help. Making the switch 
from dirty grid electricity to clean solar energy is a great way to make a 
real difference for the Earth—and your wallet. When you go solar with 
SunPower, you’ll not only save on your monthly electricity bills, but by 
reducing your home’s reliance on fossil fuels, you’ll be helping to save 
the planet too! Plus, reach out to SunPower today and you can get an 
exclusive $500 VISA Reward Card rebate, plus a donation of $250 will 
be made out to Habitat for Humanity on your behalf. 
 
Click https://bit.ly/3VUiQZF to learn more and get started 

Celebrating Our Amazing Volunteers  

Morris Habitat volunteers are an inspiring bunch. Some swing hammers to build our homes. 
Others assist customers and stock shelves in our ReStore, help in our office, plan our 
events, and lift their voices to support our work. Last year our volunteers donated nearly 
25,000 hours to advance our vision: a world where everyone has a decent place to live. 
 
Please join us in commending these outstanding volunteers for their service, dedication, 
and compassion. Volunteers with over 20 years of service: Mark Bippes, Leanna 
Povilaitis, Charles Maraziti, Russ Moran, Warren Mauzy, Yoram Meyer, Kent Stevens, 
Gerry Karg and Brian Bogdan. 
 
Long time volunteer Mark Bippes who said this recently about volunteering with Morris 
Habitat: "As I continue to deal with physical limitations, I enjoy the opportunity to mentor 
volunteers in doing projects that I can no longer do myself, but encourage them to continue 
having an impact on the ongoing process of getting new homeowners into affordable 
homes." 

Save the Date: Women Build 2023 is May 8-12  
Learn new skills, make friends, and do something life-changing in your community: Join Mor-
ris Habitat for Humanity next month for Women Build 2023. This inclusive event brings people 
together to help families build strength, stability, and independence through affordable hous-
ing. 
 
With a $100 donation you will receive a volunteer slot, a Women Build t-shirt, and a day of 
community service you will treasure. We will be building at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue 
in Randolph and The Crossings at Morris Avenue in Summit. No experience is necessary. 
 
Corporate sponsorships and team build days are available. Please contact Stephanie 
Buonarota at stephanie.buonarota@morrishabitat.org for information. 

Join the ReStore Team as a Volunteer or Staffer  

Join us for rewarding work, great colleagues, and a ReStore discount! The ReStore is seeking volunteers for our 
growing e-commerce department to photograph items, process orders, and package items for shipping. The 
ReStore also is hiring. We have full-time e-commerce and driver/mover positions available, and part-time 
jobs as a cashier and warehouse worker (both need Monday availability). 
 
For volunteer information, please visit www.MorrisReStore.org. To inquire about the full-time and part-time 
positions, please email Chief Retail Officer Ben Roberts at ben.roberts@morrishabitat.org. 
 
Donate new or gently used furniture, home furnishings, or lighting on Earth Day, April 22, and receive a 10 
percent off coupon toward your next purchase. Also, customers who donate a musical instrument at the donation 
door during April will receive 20 percent off at ShopMorrisReStore.com  Don’t forget: ShopMorrisReStore.com is 
always open with great furniture, décor, and household items  -- those brand names you love -- at incredible 
prices. 
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