
Dear Friends,  
 
In addition to building and repairing homes across our service area, Morris Habitat for Humanity advocates for laws and 
policies that advance our vision of a world where everyone has a decent place to live. This month my advocacy team 
and I are heading to Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C., to do just that. After two years of virtual meetings, we will join 
hundreds of other affiliates from across the U.S. for Habitat on the Hill -- the annual Habitat International legislative 
conference.  
 
The year’s theme is "Advocacy for Impact,” and we will learn about the current political environment for housing policy 
and funding. We also will talk about solutions for advancing Black homeownership. There is much to discuss. Several 
reports from the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice highlight the stark gap in homeownership in New Jersey – 
much due to housing discrimination. Only 38.4% of Black New Jersey households own their homes, compared to 
75.9% of white households. Disparities in New Jersey homeownership are central to the difference between 
white median household wealth of $322,550, compared to Black median household wealth of $17,700.   
 
The conference also includes "going to the Hill" and meeting with New Jersey congressional representatives. Watch for 
our social media postings during the conference, and please share with your networks.  
 
In partnership,       

 
 
 
 

Blair Schleicher Wilson 
Chief Executive Office  

 

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

Join Us! Hearts & Hammers Gala is Feb. 25  
There is still time to join us Saturday, Feb. 25, at Morris Habitat’s 18th Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala. 
We will be returning to the elegant Meadow Wood in Randolph for an in-person event featuring a cocktail 
reception, heavy hors d'oeuvres, and a silent auction. We will also celebrate our honorees and meet a 
Habitat family who will share the inspiring and heart-felt story of their journey to homeownership.  
 
A huge thank-you to all of our supporters including: Home Sponsors Bayer and GAF; Premier Sponsors 
Bridge Industrial, Kearny Bank and Valley Bank; Platinum Sponsors Crum & Forster, Lakeland Bank, BASF, 
and DuPont; Gold Sponsors NCJAR, Travelers, and Commerce Park; Silver Sponsors Birch Group, 
Brookfield, Columbia Bank Foundation, Donor Motivation Program, Fulton Bank, Langan, Northfield Bank, 
Provident, PSE&G, Tavant, The Boudreau Family, The Donnelly Family, The Messina Family and the 
Panzano/Bujalski Family; and Bronze Sponsors 10Pearls, BDO, Commercial Realty Group, Connect One 
Bank, Elion Partners, FBC-Friends of Raritan Center, First Energy, Infineum, LeGrand, M&T Bank, 
Nisivoccia, NJNG, Onyx Equities, Peapack Bank, Skyword, Solix, Sphere Construction and Raymond & 
Stephanie Trevisan.  
 
The gala is our signature event and will help raise funds to support homes for 56 families throughout Morris 
and Middlesex counties and the Greater Plainfield area. In addition, Morris Habitat is on track to complete an 
additional 100 home repairs by the end of 2023. These repairs revitalize neighborhoods and ensure safe 
homes and dry, reliable roofs. Thank you for helping us build homes, communities, and hope. Visit 
www.MorrisHabitat.org/gala2023 

2/1 - ShopMorrisReStore.com 
         Launch  
2/7-9 – Habitat on the Hill  
2/14 – Valentine's Day  
2/20 – Presidents Day - office  
           & construction sites  
           closed  
2/25 -  Hearts & Hammers 
           Gala!  
 
Perth Amboy Home Ownership 
opportunity - register for program 
information meetings throughout the 
month.  
 
3/4 -   ReStore Spring is Sprung 
event - Save the Date!  

Morris Habitat Partnering with Family of Four 

Syretta, a mom of three children, is partnering with Morris Habitat to build 
a four-bedroom home on Settlers Ridge Court in Washington Township 
(Long Valley).  

The home, on a large, wooded lot, will provide much-needed space for the 
family indoors and out. The property was donated to Morris Habitat by a 
subsidiary of Lakeland Bank, and architect Seth Leeb designed the home. 
We constructed wall panels for the project at our 2021 Hammer for Habitat 
event, and it is expected to be completed later this year.  

Morris Habitat has an immediate need for volunteers at The Crossings at 
Bennett Avenue in Randolph, which will be home to 25 hardworking 
families.  
No skills are needed. The work is all interior and includes installing 
insulation and painting. Volunteers should wear warm, comfortable 
clothes. We work from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at the site -- 42 
Bennett Ave. in Randolph -- Monday through Saturday. 
  
Visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer to register. 

Urgent Call for Volunteers! 

https://www.morrishabitat.org/donate
https://default.salsalabs.org/T1183dc5b-00b4-41af-a2f4-2d83c0b01f1c/90af96d6-5618-425a-ae4a-e60a03cccb96


274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060 

 973-891-1934 |info@morrishabitat.org 

Welcome Bennett Families!     
Morris Habitat has selected the second group of partner families for The Crossings 
at Bennett Avenue, a 25-unit condominium complex in Randolph that is the largest 
project in our history. The 13 families include Janelle, a legislative director and 
adjunct professor and mother of a five-year-old son; Cynthia, a paralegal and mom 
of a 16-year-old son; and Amanda, who works in hotel housekeeping and has two 
20-year-old daughters.  
 
The first of the four residential buildings is expected to be completed later this 
spring. The project includes a community room, picnic and play area, and a bike 
path to stores and restaurants on South Salem Street. Please visit below for 
information on this project.   

                              Follow us on Social Media 

Check Out ShopMorrisReStore.com  
High end furniture, décor, electronics, and fashion accessories are just a few of the items for 
sale at amazing prices on our new website www.ShopMorrisReStore.com. The ReStore will 
continue to run our eBay page, but we are excited to launch our own website.  
Please follow us on our new Facebook page and stay tuned later this month for our new 
Facebook shop and live auctions.  
 
When you shop at the ReStore, you help build safe, decent, affordable homes for hardworking 
families in our community. The ReStore is now open Mondays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.!  

Two single-family homes will be built on 
vacant corner lots at 361 Inslee St. and 362 
Garrettson Ave. in Perth Amboy. Each two-
story home will have three bedrooms, two full 
bathrooms, a back yard, a patio, and a two-
car driveway. The homes will be handicap 
accessible and adaptable. The homes also 
will have central air conditioning and be 
serviced by natural gas, public water, and 
sewer.  
Interested in applying?  
Learn more and attend a virtual or in-person 
mandatory information webinar at 

www.morrishabitat.org/homeownership/apply-for-home-ownership 

It’s no secret going solar with SunPower can 
save you money on your home’s electricity 
bill, but now, thanks to last year’s Inflation 
Reduction Act, you’re all set to save even 
more. Qualified homeowners can claim a tax 
credit for up to 30% of the cost of their home 
solar system and, starting this year, 30% of 
the cost of installing battery storage, too.* 
Plus, contact SunPower today and you can 
get a $500 VISA Reward Card rebate and a 
donation of $250 will be made to Habitat for 
Humanity on your behalf.* There’s never 

been a better time to save!  

Click https://bit.ly/3VUiQZF to learn more and get started   

Home Repairs Help Families Stay Warm, Safe, and Dry  

In addition to building new homes, Morris Habitat works with low-income 
homeowners to complete much-needed repairs and keep existing homes healthy and 
protected from the elements. Morris Habitat aims to complete 100 projects a year through 
our Home Repair and Aging in Place programs.  
 
Our Home Repair program includes roof work, basic plumbing, stair repairs, and ramp 
installation. Aging in Place helps seniors remain in their homes with improvements such as 
ramps, bathroom and shower grab bars, railings, and more. 
To learn more visit www.morrishabitat.org/programs/home-repair 

That Old Car Can Help Build a New Home  
Are you tired of clearing off your car? Donate it 
and help a local family build a home through 
Habitat.  Learn how your vehicle donation helps 
fund our affordable housing programs locally to 
help your own community.  
 
1) Call 877-277-4344 or go to 
     https://bit.ly/37tKx5S  
2) Arrange towing  
3) Receive your tax receipt!  

Amazon will be discontinuing its AmazonSmile 
nonprofit donation program later this month. 
But there is still time to contribute to Morris 
Habitat for Humanity on purchases through 
Feb. 20.  Simply visit AmazonSmile and select 
Morris Habitat. For eligible purchases, 
AmazonSmile donates 0.5 percent of the 
purchase price to Morris Habitat. In the last few 
years, shoppers have contributed nearly 
$1,000 to our housing solutions. Stay tuned for 
other ways to donate to Morris Habitat for 
Humanity while you shop.  

Contact Your State Legislators  
Morris Habitat has joined 16 other Habitat affiliates across the state to advocate for $25 million for 
home repair and down-payment assistance for eligible homeowners who have low and moderate 
incomes. We are working to move the New Jersey American Dream Act, as it is known, through 
the legislative process and to the governor’s desk for his signature. You can lift your voice in sup-
port of this bill by contacting your state legislators at https://bit.ly/3XaV4sB 
 
Email Advocacy Coordinator Barbara Dunn at Barbara.Dunn@MorrisHabitat.org for information on 
how you can “build louder” by being a Morris Habitat advocate.  

Morris Habitat Welcomes Three Board Members  
Morris Habitat is happy to welcome three new members to our board of directors. Donna 
F. Brightman, Tara L. French, and Donna M. Hughes will lend their voices, perspectives, 
and expertise to our organization over the next three years. They bring tremendous 
experience in law, human resources, risk management, banking, and housing that will 
help Morris Habitat further our mission of building decent, affordable homes.  
 
Donna M. Hughes is a board-level human resources and legal executive with more than 
25 years of experience driving successful human capital strategies and innovative 
business solutions for fast-paced, rapidly growing environments. Tara L. French is 
executive vice president, chief risk officer at Northfield Bank in Woodbridge. Donna F. 
Brightman is executive director, secretary, contracting officer with Woodbridge and 
Highland Park housing authorities and manager of the Highland Park Affordable Housing 
Corporation.  
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