
Dear Friends, 
 
Happy 2023! We begin the new year deeply grateful for your support. With your partnership last year, Morris Habitat 
for Humanity worked with 75 families. We expect to help even more this year and are poised to have 71 homes under 
construction, complete 100 critical home repairs, and close on 30 homes.  
 
While New Jersey is among the nation’s most affluent states, the pandemic and enduring economic hardship have 
taken a toll here. The census estimates there are 930,000 New Jerseyans living in poverty, including 94,000 children 
under the age of six.   
 
Morris Habitat works to provide families in Morris and Middlesex counties and the Greater Plainfield area with an 
affordable, safe, decent place to live. We can’t do it without you. We look forward to your partnership in 2023 as we 
continue changing lives by building homes, communities, and hope.   
 
All of us at Morris Habitat for Humanity wish you a new year filled with good health, happiness, and peace.  
 
In partnership,       

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blair Schleicher Wilson 
Chief Executive Office  

 

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

“We Were Amazed at the Compassion”  
Morris Habitat doesn’t just build homes. We also complete critical home repairs to improve accessibility, 
safety, and energy efficiency. We recently built a ramp at an East Brunswick home to help the family 
focus on healing.  
 
The East Brunswick Senior Citizen Center put us in touch with residents Ed and Barbara. Barbara is the 
primary caregiver for her husband, Ed, who recently had his leg amputated due to illness. Ed was moving 
to a local rehabilitation facility following his hospitalization, while Barbara was making plans for his return 
home. Our partners at Lowe’s came to the rescue with grant funding for a wheelchair ramp.   
 
After an expedited application process, the Morris Habitat for Humanity Carpenters Club installed a 30-
foot wheelchair ramp at Ed and Barbara’s home. The ramp was ready when Ed arrived.  
 
“We were amazed at the compassion shown to us. We needed this ramp installed … and it was 
completed with his arrival,” Barbara said. “We are ever so grateful.”  

1/2 - New Year's Holiday  
Offices and ReStore closed  
 
1/16 – Martin Luther King Jr.  
Holiday - Offices open  
 
1/23 – 9-2pm Quarterly Staff  
Meeting - Offices & Construction 
Sites closed  
 
1/24 – Annual Board Meeting 
 
Throughout January - 
Sussex County Home Ownership 
Program Information Meetings  
www.morrishabitat.org/
homeownership/apply-for-home-
ownership 

Urgent Call for Volunteers!  

Looking to get involved and give back to your community this year? Resolve to volunteer in 2023 with Morris Habitat 
for Humanity.    
 
Morris Habitat has an immediate need for volunteers at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph throughout 
January. This a perfect opportunity for retirees, college students home on break, and as community service 
honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The Crossings will be home to 25 hardworking families.  
 
No skills are needed. The work is all interior and includes installing insulation and painting. Volunteers should wear 
warm, comfortable clothes. We work from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily at the site -- 42 Bennett Ave. in Randolph -- 
Monday through Saturday. Volunteers are encouraged to bring a bagged lunch. The site is closed Jan. 23.  
 
For additional information or to register, please visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer.  

Follow the Morris Habitat ReStore on Facebook 

The new Morris Habitat ReStore Facebook page is updated regularly with posts about great 
items, sales, volunteer opportunities, links to our eBay store and more. Stay tuned for news 
about the opening of our Shopify website, ShopMorrisReStore.com, and a Facebook shop.  
Visit at www.facebook.com/morrishabitatforhumanityrestore 
 
When you shop at the ReStore, you help build safe, decent, affordable homes for hardworking 
families in our community. Since it opened 15 years ago, the ReStore has helped build 33 
homes and diverted 15,532 tons of usable materials from landfills.  

https://www.morrishabitat.org/donate


274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060 

 973-891-1934 |info@morrishabitat.org 

18th Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala is Feb. 25  
We hope you will join us next month for Morris Habitat for Humanity’s 18th annual Hearts & Hammers Gala from 6 to 
10 p.m. on Feb. 25 at The Meadow Wood in Randolph. During our signature event, we will raise funds to support 
homes for 71 families throughout Morris and Middlesex Counties and the Greater Plainfield area.  
 
We invite you to celebrate our partnerships, applaud our honorees, and enjoy an elegant evening together. This year’s 
honorees include: New Jersey State Senator Anthony M. Bucco, who will receive the Leadership Award; Jasmine Lim, 
who will receive the Donald H. Kuhn Inspiration Award; Arleen Paladino, who will receive the Professional Partner 
Award; The Margaret A. Darrin Charitable Trust, who will receive the Stewardship Award: and Toni Yates, who will be 
honored with the Key Communicator Award.  
 
Gala sponsorships are still available to support Morris Habitat’s mission in our local communities. Packages include 
event tickets and an advertisement in our Gala Journal.  Visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/Gala2023 

                              Follow us on Social Media 

Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program Opening Soon  
The New Jersey Department of Community Affairs will be accepting Section 8 Housing Choice 
Voucher Program preapplications beginning 9 a.m. January 17 though 5 p.m. February 3. 
Residents can apply online at www.WaitlistCheck.com/NJ559 for the program waiting list.  
 
The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program is federally funded and provides housing subsidies 
to New Jersey residents to help them obtain decent, safe, and sanitary housing. A total of 20,000 
households will be selected through a random lottery system and placed on the Section 8 Housing 
Choice Voucher Program waiting list.  

Habitat for Humanity's approach to building homes, communities, and 
hope has helped more than 46 million people around the world build or 
improve the place they call home since 1976.  

Learn how your vehicle donation helps fund our affordable housing 
programs locally to help your own community.  
 
1) Call 877-277-4344 or go to https://bit.ly/37tKx5S  
2) Arrange towing 
3) Receive your tax receipt!  

Start your new year with solar savings from SunPower! Morris Habitat 
for Humanity’s partnership with SunPower makes it easy and 
affordable for our volunteers, partners, supporters, and homeowners 
to go solar!  
When you install solar with SunPower, you will receive an exclusive 
$500 VISA Reward Card rebate, and a $250 donation will be made to 
Morris Habitat for Humanity on your behalf. Let’s change the way our 
world is powered!  
 
Click https://bit.ly/3VUiQZF  to learn more and get started.  

Morris Habitat to Attend Annual Legislative Conference  
After two years of virtual conferences, Morris Habitat CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson and her advocacy team are heading 
to Washington, D.C., next month for Habitat on the Hill -- the annual Habitat International legislative conference.  
 
The 2023 theme is "Advocacy for Impact,” and we will learn about the current political environment for housing policy 
and funding. We also will discuss solutions for advancing Black homeownership. Several reports from the New 
Jersey Institute for Social Justice highlight the dismal state of homeownership for Black families in New Jersey – 
much due to housing discrimination. Only 38.4% of Black New Jersey households own their homes, compared 
to 75.9% of white households. Disparities in New Jersey homeownership are central to the difference between 
white median household wealth of $322,550, compared to Black median household wealth of $17,700.   
 
The conference also includes "going to the Hill" and meeting with New Jersey congressional representatives. Watch for 
our social media postings during the conference, and please share with your networks.  

New affordable homeownership opportunity at 25 Susquehanna Street in 
Franklin, NJ (Sussex County). This three (3) bedroom home includes one 
(1) full bathroom and a basement. This project is suitable for families with 
a household size of at least 3 people to a maximum of 6 people.  

Interested in applying? Learn more and register for a virtual or in person 
mandatory information webinar at www.morrishabitat.org/
homeownership/apply-for-home-ownership 

Did you know you can donate to Morris Habitat for Humanity with many 
Amazon purchases? Simply visit https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-
2675802 and select Morris Habitat.  
 
For eligible purchases, Amazon Smile will donate 0.5 percent of the 
purchase price to Morris Habitat. In the last few years, shoppers have 
contributed nearly $1,000 to our housing solutions.  
 

Morris Habitat Welcomes New Construction Supervisor  
Morris Habitat is pleased to welcome Todd Gratrix as a construction supervisor. Todd manages and coordinates con
tractors and volunteers at The Crossings at Morris Avenue in Summit, a 12-unit condominium project.  
 
Todd worked in engineering, power sports, and medical devices before a career in custom home building. He was born 
and raised in Alaska and later moved to Minnesota, before arriving in New Jersey in 2020.  
 
In his free time, Todd enjoys Tae Kwon Do, perfecting his BBQ and meat smoking techniques, and antiquing with his 
girlfriend.  

https://www.facebook.com/MorrisHabitatforHumanity
https://carsforhomes.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=89e6671beea2f596a25d5c3fc&id=67cb34d9f0&e=21f7728252
https://bit.ly/3VUiQZF
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2675802
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2675802

