
From Morris Habitat CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson   

This summer’s unrelenting heat gave new meaning to Morris Habitat’s sweat equity requirement for homeowners-in-
progress. Habitat is not a giveaway program. Our partner families make a down payment, pay an affordable mortgage, 
and complete 300 hours of sweat equity work toward the construction of their home, or the home of another family.  
 
In June, July and August, our homeowners-in-progress were seemingly everywhere completing their sweat equity 
requirements. Samuel worked alongside volunteers helping build his home on Edith Road in Roxbury. Miridio and Silvia, 
who partnered with us to rehabilitate a home in Plainfield, worked at the Morris Habitat ReStore. Jean, Rita, Idhannys, 
Mario and Edwin – homeowners-in-progress at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph – assisted customers at 
the ReStore Lucky Duck Sale. And Rita also registered volunteers at our panel build in June.  
 
In completing their sweat equity, our homeowners-in-progress don’t just build homes. They meet other partner families – 
some of whom might be their future neighbors -- and build bonds of friendship and community.  
 
As we look forward to the summer swelter giving way to September’s cooler temperatures, these homeowners-in-
progress will be busily getting ready to close on their homes.  We are also planning the groundbreaking for The 
Crossings at Morris Avenue in Summit from 3 to 4 p.m. on Sept. 25. Hope you can join us!  
 
To learn more about Morris Habitat’s homeownership requirements, and how we build homes, communities and hope, 
please visit www.morrishabitat.org. 

 

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

Welcome Home!  
With the snip of giant scissors, lots of smiles, and maybe a few tears of happiness, Morris Habitat celebrated two new 
homeowner families last month as we dedicated homes in Old Bridge and Roxbury.  
 
Taylor, Jimmy and their two children partnered with Morris Habitat to build a three-bedroom ranch home at Norwood 
Avenue in Old Bridge.  
 
“Thank you everybody for helping me and my family start a better future for my kids, for giving my son a back yard to play 
in, a safe neighborhood, a safe school,” Taylor said.  
 
Samuel and Senait and their three children are moving into a new home at Edith Road in the Landing section of Roxbury. 
The modular home, constructed over two years, was transported to the property in May, and Samuel and Senait worked 
alongside volunteers to complete the interior and finish work. Watch videos of the Dedications in the news here—
www.morrishabitat.org/news 

Morris Habitat Teams Up with Roxbury High School for a 2nd Home  
As a new school year gets underway at Roxbury High School, so will a new Morris Habitat for Humanity home. 
Students in Frank Caccavale’s structural design and fabrication class will begin construction on a second modular 
home. Over the last two years, Frank’s students helped build a three-bedroom home that was installed on Edith 
Road in the Landing section of Roxbury in May and dedicated last month (see more above). In addition to working 
on framing, plumbing, and electrical systems, the students learned how affordable homeownership can transform 
families.  
 
Our friends at Sashco, Inc. have announced their next #SkipLunchChallenge featuring this partnership with Frank 
Caccavale and Roxbury High School.  
 
Sashco challenges participants to skip buying lunch (or coffee, or a snack) for one day and donate the money you 
would have spent directly to this program. Funds raised will go toward a caster and rail system that will allow the 
Roxbury students to move the homes while they are being built.  
 
Donations will go to Morris Habitat via Venmo and benefit the Roxbury High School Structural Design & 
Fabrication Lab. Morris Habitat is deeply grateful to Frank, his students, Roxbury schools and Sashco for this 
wonderful community partnership.  Use the QR code to the right—handle is @Morris-Habitat. 

ReStore’s Go Green, Save Green Sales Event is Oct. 1  

The Morris Habitat’s 12th Annual Go Green, Save Green Sales Event is back on Saturday, Oct. 1. Shoppers will save 
25 percent off the ReStore’s low prices on home furnishings, appliances, building materials and more. Customers can 
save 20 percent off the ReStore Collection of antiques, jewelry and collectibles.  
 
The event will run from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be popcorn, prizes, games. If you are interested in volunteering at 
the sale, please visit www.MorrisRestore.org. 
  
The ReStore is hiring retail/warehouse associates.  Interested applicants can apply at the ReStore or at 
www.indeed.com. When you shop, work or volunteer at the ReStore, you support families in need of affordable housing 
and help the environment. Since 2007, Morris Habitat’s ReStore has helped fund 33 homes and kept more than 15,500 
tons of usable material from landfills.  



The Grotta Fund for Senior Care has provided grant funding for home repairs for eligible Dover senior citizen 

homeowners. The $20,000 grant will help low-income senior citizens of Hispanic origin get critically needed 

home repairs such as safety improvements, roof work, masonry and more.  All labor is provided by Morris 

Habitat repair and aging-in-place staff and volunteers, or with vetted subcontractors.  

 

El Fondo “Grotta” para apoyar a los adultos mayores ha proveído una subvención para reparar casas para 

residentes de Dover que sean dueños de casa con bajos ingresos. La ayuda de $20,000 apoyará a 

personas de la tercera edad con bajos ingresos de origen hispanos que requieren ayuda vital. Estas ayudas 

pueden incluir reparos para mejorar la seguridad, reparaciónes de techos, reparaciones de albañilería y 

necesidades similares. Toda la mano de obra es proveída por Morris Hábitat, por voluntarios o por 

subcontratistas.  
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Grant Funds Aging-in-Place and Home Repairs in Dover  

Una Subvención para el Programa de Asistencia de 
Reparación de Casas en Dover  

Dahiana Marte, a Habitat homeowner for the past six years, has recently joined our staff as a part-

time member of the home repair team. She will be assisting Hispanic homeowners with the 

application and qualification process and performing other administrative duties related to grant-

funded aging-in-place and home repairs programs. She will also help coordinate community 

outreach initiatives. When not at work with Morris Habitat or at her full-time job as a payroll 

specialist, Dahiana enjoys spending time with her beautiful family and lifelong friends.  

 

Dahiana Marte, a 6 años de convertirse en propietaria de una casa de Hábitat, se ha unido a 

nuestro equipo de Reparación de Casas trabajando a media jornada. Ella les estará brindando 

asistencia a los dueños de casas hispanos con el proceso de solicitud y calificación, al igual que 

tendrá otros deberes administrativos relacionados con los fondos de ayuda del programa de 

reparación de casas. Ella estará coordinando iniciativas de estrategias para alcanzar a más 

miembros de nuestra comunidad.  Cuando no esta trabajando con Morris Hábitat for Humanity o en 

su trabajo principal de tiempo completo como especialista de nóminas, Dahiana disfruta de 

compartir con su hermosa familia y amigos.  

Recycle Your  
Old Car, and Help  

Build a Home  

 
Did you know automobiles are the most 
recycled consumer product in the world 
today? About 80 percent of a car can be 
recycled. According to the Steel Mint Group, 
more than 14 million tons of recycled steel 
is derived from "junk" vehicles each year. 
We all benefit when that material is kept out 
of landfills.  
 
It’s fast and easy to donate your vehicle, 
and you may qualify for a tax deduction. 
Learn more about how your donation helps 
fund Morris Habitat’s affordable housing 
opportunities in your community.  
 
1) Call or start the process online at 

www.habitat.org/support/donate-your-
car 

 
2) Arrange towing; 
 
3) Receive your tax receipt!  

Welcome Dahiana! ¡Bienvenida Dahiana!  

                              Follow us on Social Media 

Morris Habitat 
Partners with 

SunPower  
 
Exciting news! Morris Habitat for 
Humanity has partnered with SunPower 
to make it easy and affordable for our 
volunteers, partners, supporters, and 
homeowners to go solar! When you 
install solar with SunPower you will 
receive an exclusive $500 VISA Reward 
Card rebate and a donation of $250 will 
be made to Morris Habitat for Humanity 
on your behalf.  
 
Going solar saves you money, saves 
the environment and now it helps fund 
affordable home building and repairs for 
Morris Habitat for Humanity partner 
families.  
 
Go to www,go.sunpower.com/partner/
habitat-for-humanity 
to learn more or visit with a SunPower 
representative at the Morris ReStore Go 
Green event on Saturday, October 1.  

Join us for a FREE 
Drive-in Movie Night 

Wednesday, 9/28 
 

You are invited to join us for a Drive-in 

movie night featuring the classic 80’s 

film Footloose!  

 

Where: Park Avenue at Morris campus 

  Lot 100 

 100 Campus Drive 

 Florham Park, NJ 

 

When: Wednesday 

 September 28th 

  7:15pm 

 

There is no charge but an RSVP is 

required at: 

www.MorrisHabitat.org/drive-in-movie-

night and then print your confirmation 

email as your ticket (you can also show 

a digital confirmation via smartphone). 

http://www.habitat.org/support/donate-your-car
http://www.habitat.org/support/donate-your-car

