
It has been a busy summer at Morris Habitat, and our home construction sites have been buzzing with 
activity. Thank you to so many partners for their recent volunteer visits, including: IT Radix; WRNJ Radio 
disc jockey Bert Baron and news director Joyce Estey; Turner Construction Company; Travelers; 
Johnson & Johnson; and Sentinel Benefits & Financial Group.They helped build Morris Habitat homes at 
Edith Road in Roxbury, The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph, and Norwood Avenue in Old 
Bridge. Kudos, as well, to the volunteers who helped make the ReStore’s recent Lucky Duck sales event 
such a success.   
 
Volunteers, partners, and supporters are the key to Morris Habitat’s mission. Whether you hammer 
alongside a homeowner-in-progress, assist customers at the ReStore, or attend a Morris Habitat event, 
you help us move hardworking families closer to the dream of owning their own home. The compassion 
and dedication of our community supporters drive our work.  
 
Please visit our website to learn more about how you can help us achieve the Habitat vision of a world 
where everyone has a decent place to live. And stay tuned for our special Habitat Happenings issue 
highlighting our Women Build 2022 events!  

 

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

Hammer for Habitat Helps Build Perth Amboy 
A huge thank-you to everyone who supported Hammer for Habitat in late June, when more than 200 
volunteers built wall panels for two Morris Habitat homes in Perth Amboy. This annual event brings 
the community together to build homes and hope.  
 
Many companies and organizations made this successful event happen by contributing financial and 
hands-on support, including: CBRE; Park Avenue at Morris County; Beasley Media Group and radio 
stations WDHA105.5 and WMTR; Intact Insurance; Faegre, Drinker, Biddle & Reath; Insperity; Mapfre 
Insurance; Garden Savings Federal Credit Union: Horizon Pest Control; Liuna Laborers/North Jersey 
Laborers 3; Koplin Auto Body; AVE by Korman Communities and Bonnie Brae School.  
 
Morristown Lumber and Supply Co. contributed in-kind support. IHOP of Cedar Knolls provided 
breakfast, and The Frog Sports Bar & Restaurant in Morristown contributed boxed lunches.  
 
Homeowner-in-progress Rita Palacio worked alongside the volunteers, earning sweat equity toward 
her home at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph.  

From Morris Habitat CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson   

Generous Bequest Builds Hope for the Future  

Morris Habitat is deeply grateful and touched by the generous bequest from the estate of Robert 
Kaeppel. Mr. Kaeppel and his wife, Rose Vera, of Mountainside were longtime Habitat donors. Mr. 
Kaeppel died in 2019 at the age of 97; his wife was also 97 when she passed away a year later.  
 
Mr. Kaeppel and Mrs. Kaeppel grew up in Elizabeth and were part of the Greatest Generation. He was a 
sergeant in the U.S. Army Air Force during World War II and served as an aerial photographer in Guam, 
Samoa, and Hawaii. Mrs. Kaeppel was a nurse’s aide with the Red Cross during the war. She helped 
respond to a train derailment in Woodbridge and several tragic plane crashes in Elizabeth during the 
early 1950s.  
 
After graduating from Rutgers University, Mr. Kaeppel worked at Fricke’s Furniture Store in Elizabeth, a 
business started by his grandfather in the late 1800s. Mr. Kaeppel and his wife eventually owned the 
store, before retiring in 1987. Their gift will bring hope to future generations of local families in need of 
safe, decent, affordable housing.  

8/10 11am  

Home Dedication Ceremony  

308 Norwood Ave.  

Old Bridge, NJ  
 

8/24 11am 

Home Dedication Ceremony  

501 Edith Rd. Landing, NJ  

Welcome Home, Taylor and Jimmy!  
Please join us August 10th as we welcome the Taylor, Jimmy, and their family to the Old Bridge 
community. They partnered with Morris Habitat to build a three-bedroom ranch home at Norwood Avenue 
for their family of four. We expect to complete the home in September.  
 
“Thank you, everybody, for helping me and my family start a better future for my kids, for giving my son a 
back yard to play in, a safe neighborhood, a safe school,” Taylor said.   
 
The dedication will be held at the home located at 308 Norwood Avenue, Old Bridge, NJ at 11 a.m.. 
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Just over a year ago, a group of housing and civil rights leaders announced a multi-year initiative called 
3by30.org to increase Black homeownership by 3 million Americans by 2030. The Black 
Homeownership Collaborative, a coalition of more than 100 organizations and individuals -- including 
Habitat for Humanity International -- reinforced this commitment with a 7-point plan. This blueprint 
includes: homeownership counseling, down payment assistance, housing production, credit and lending 
initiatives, civil and consumer rights, homeownership sustainability, and marketing & outreach.  
 
“With the current Black homeownership rate being lower than when housing discrimination was legal in 
our country, a bold and collective effort is needed to rectify this national tragedy,” said David Dworkin, 
president and CEO of the National Housing Conference, which is a member of the BHC steering 
committee. “The 7-point plan of the 3×30 initiative marks a monumental step in doing this.”  
 
3by30.org also recently launched its website to help first-time homebuyers assess their readiness for 
homeownership, learn about the process from a trusted source, and be connected to a housing 
counselor or homeownership advisor.  

274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 and 2 Randolph Rd. Plainfield, NJ 07060 

 973-891-1934 |info@morrishabitat.org 

3by30 Initiative Launches Website to Build Black Homeownership  

Is it already time to think about back-to-school? Whether you are packing up a child for college or 
setting up a quiet study area at home, the Morris Habitat ReStore has everything you need. Come 
shop our selection of desks, lamps, bookshelves, and area rugs.   
 
Can’t shop in-person? The ReStore is also online. Our e-commerce marketplace sells thousands of 
items – from couches to lighting to building supplies – and it never closes. The ReStore Collection 
sells antiques, jewelry, and collectibles.  
 
When you donate, shop, or volunteer at the ReStore, you help families in need of safe, decent, 
affordable housing.  

Did you know? Habitat for Humanity: Cars for Homes doesn't 
just accept cars. We'll gladly accept your old motorcycle, RV, 
snowmobile, farm equipment, boat, or even construction 
equipment! Donate your vehicle to help build affordable 
housing for families in your community. It’s easy:    
 
1) Call or start the process online at  
    www.habitat.org/support/donate-your-car 
2) Arrange towing; 
3) Receive your tax receipt!  

The ReStore is Your Back-To-School Shopping Destination  

                              Follow us on Social Media 

Great Work, Hyunmin!  
Morris Habitat sends warm wishes to intern Hyunmin, a student at Celebrate the Children School, 
who volunteered over the last several months in our offices. Hyunmin helped with inventory, 
mailings, copying, and in the ReStore. He will be missed!  
 
Morris Habitat for Humanity's internship and volunteer opportunities offer the chance to learn 
valuable skills in construction, marketing, retail, nonprofit administration, and much more. This is all 
while working with a great team and doing rewarding work building homes, communities, and 
hope. For information about volunteering or interning with Morris Habitat for Humanity, please 
contact Director of Community Engagement Stephanie Buonarota at 
stephanie.buonarota@morrishabitat.org.  

Morris Habitat has won a 2022 Award of Excellence from the 
Metropolitan Builders & Contractors Association of New 
Jersey for our home at 412 Spruce St. in Plainfield. The honor 
recognizes "Best Affordable Mt. Laurel Home.”  
 
We are excited for the recognition but more pleased we 
provided another affordable homeownership opportunity in 
our service area. Congratulations to the architects and 
professionals on our team, especially Jerry Lane and Janet 
Siegel of Janet B. Siegel Architecture.  

Cars For Homes 

Accepts 

Boats & RVs, Too!  

Morris Habitat 

Home Wins 

Builders Award  

The foundations have been 
poured for the first building in 
Morris Habitat’s 12-unit condo 
complex in Summit. The com-
plex, a combination of two- and 
3-bedroom homes are sched-
uled to be completed by the 2nd 
quarter of 2023.  

On July 27th we welcomed 
Miridio, Silvia and their family 
to their new home and to the 
Plainfield community with a 
celebration and ribbon cutting 
ceremony.  Congratulations to 
the new homeowners!  
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