
We are pleased to present Morris Habitat's 2021 annual report “Reframing Our Story – Stronger Together,” 

which highlights our work last year and introduces several inspiring families, partners, supporters, and 

volunteers. Read it here — www.morrishabitat.org/financial-information 

 

Whether you volunteered at a home site, helped in our office, joined a virtual event, shopped at the ReStore, 

or donated - thank you! You helped us move closer to the Habitat vision of a world where everyone has a 

decent place to live. 

 

Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate 

“We Are Looking Forward to Peace”  
While Morris Habitat’s newest homeowners-in-progress, Senait and Samuel, were both born and raised in Ethiopia, 

it took a trip to the U.S. on a diversity visa to meet, fall in love, and get married 12 years ago.  Today, they have 

three children, ages 10, 7, and 3, and are excited and grateful to soon be homeowners. 

 

“Words cannot describe how happy our family is to own our own home,” Senait said. “We are most looking forward 

in our new home to peace.” 

 

Their modular home construction received tremendous fanfare over the past year because it was built by students 

in Roxbury High School’s structural design and fabrication program. The students built  the floors, framed walls, 

installed insulation, and more in the school’s parking lot during two academic years. In May, the house was trucked 

to the homesite at Edith Road in the Landing section of Roxbury, and lifted onto its foundation as Samuel and 

Senait looked on. The home has been featured on every news channel in New Jersey and New York, and even 

nationally on Fox & Friends. 

 

Samuel works in transportation, and Senait works at Matheny, a school and hospital. But even with two incomes, 

the family of five could only afford an overcrowded, two-bedroom apartment in Orange. 

 

The family’s three-bedroom, two-bathroom, Morris Habitat home features a one-car garage, basement, washer and 

dryer, and spacious yard, and it is Energy Star-certified. It also is less than one mile from the local K-4 school and 

area playgrounds. As part of their sweat equity investment in their home, Senait and Samuel have been working 

side by side with volunteers on the home’s finishing touches. They expect to move in August. 

 

Senait said they can’t wait “to see my kids running around with no restrictions, more space to move around in the 

house, and to see they have their own bedrooms.” 

Welcome New Neighbors!  
Please join us July 27 as we welcome the Miridio, Silvia and their family to the Plainfield community. Mirido 

and Silvia are partnering with Morris Habitat to rehabilitate a home at 829 East 3 rd Street for their family of 

five. Work began on the three-bedroom, 1½ bath duplex last summer. The family hopes to get settled into 

their new home this summer in time for the beginning of the school year! 

 

“This is a dream we’ve worked for every day," Miridio said. 

 

The event will be held at the home from 11 a.m. to noon. 

From Morris Habitat CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson   

With Much Appreciation to...   
Randolph High School students for raising $7,500 for our buy-a-brick campaign. Several student clubs 

competed to sell bricks for the paved pathways at our Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph.  

 

Investors Bank for their generous $7,500 contribution to our housing solutions. 

 

A local team from T-Mobile  for volunteering at Morris Habitat for Humanity Restore. They stocked 

shelves, moved merchandise from our donations receiving area onto the sales floor, and more. 

 

FGM Fullerton Grounds Maintenance and Roxbury Garden Center for donating plants and supplies to 

spruce up our administrative office in Randolph, and a team from Kids4Kindness Morris County 4H 

Club, who did the work. 



Sue Gardner has dedicated her life -- and livelihood -- to serving her community. Not only has she been a longtime Morris 

Habitat volunteer, but she also was a City of New Brunswick firefighter for 18 years before retiring in 2020, and a past 

director of the city’s recreation department. 

 

Being a firefighter, she said, “changed my life.” 

 

Her first Habitat experience was in Biloxi, Miss., a year after Hurricane Katrina, when a fire department friend from New 

York City rallied female firefighters nationwide to gather and lend a hand. Sue and dozens of others answered the call and 

volunteered in a roof replacement and construction program for homes damaged during the storm.  

 

Since then, Sue has worked on a Blitz Build in Detroit, when nearly 300 volunteers gathered to build five new homes and 

complete five home renovations in one week. And each January, she returns to central Florida to work on a new home as 

a member of the Friends Build - a group of volunteers who first met in Biloxi in 2006. 

 

Sue also is a regular at Morris Habitat builds in Morris and Middlesex counties. Whether she is volunteering on a single-

family home site or helping to guide and prepare volunteers on a panel build site, Sue has it covered. Her bright smile, go-

to spirit, and can-do attitude are great attributes on any Habitat build.  

 

One of her favorite parts of construction is the framing, when the home’s structure starts to take shape. 

 

“I like watching it all come together. It’s fun to watch people as the (wall) panels go up,” she said. “If it all goes smoothly and the foundation is in, as the 

framing goes on, the house goes up in a day.” 
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“I Like Watching it all Come Together”  

To help advance Black homeownership in New Jersey, Morris Habitat CEO Blair Wilson recently joined statewide 

advocates to support bills that would hold appraisers accountable for prejudiced real estate appraisals.  

 

Discriminatory appraisals contribute to the homeownership disparity between Black and white families across the 

country. The bills could help address the staggering wealth gap between Black and white households. Several 

reports from the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice highlight the dismal state of homeownership for Black 

families in New Jersey. Only 38.4% of Black New Jersey households own their homes, compared to 75.9% of 

white households. Disparities in New Jersey homeownership are central to the difference between white median 

household wealth of $322,550 compared to Black median household wealth of $17,700. Read the full reports, 

including policy recommendations (Making the Two New Jerseys One and Black Homeownership Matters) at 

www.njisj.org/economic_justice 

 

Habitat affiliates across the U.S. are thinking about how to increase Black homeownership. In a recent panel 

discussion, Habitat’s CEO Jonathan Reckford hosted a group of experts exploring the deep -seated inequities in 

America’s housing market.  Watch a +You thought leadership discussion:  Closing the racial homeownership gap in the U.S. at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVpWLnhDq-c 

Are You 
Relocating?  

Why not donate your car to save time and 

money on moving costs? Proceeds from 

your donation will help fund affordable 

housing programs in your community: 

1) Call or start the process online; 
2) Arrange towing; 
3) Receive your tax receipt! 
 
Need help? 
Email carsforhomes@habitat.org  

New Jersey Has a $300,000 Racial Wealth Gap  

                              Follow us on Social Media 

Thank You, Northfield Bank, for Your Partnership  
Our partners at Northfield Bank recently presented a $25,000 check during Morris Habitat's Women Build 

event at our Norwood Avenue homesite in Old Bridge. Habitat homeowner-in-progress Taylor and her children 

were happy to meet Tara, Angie, and Diane of Northfield Bank, who visited and toured the new three-bedroom 

home. 

 

Together with the Northfield Bank Foundation, Northfield Bank actively supports community organizations, like 

Morris Habitat, that are working to make our neighborhoods a better place to live and work. 

 

Thank you, Northfield Bank, on behalf of Taylor and Jimmy and their family, and all the families we serve with 

a hand up to affordable homeownership! 

Morris Habitat 
Receives Award 

Morris Habitat for Humanity is honored to 
share the 2022 Not for Profit Excellence 
award with our friends from Family Promise 
Morris County and Homeless Solutions, Inc. 

Thank you to Morris County Chamber of 

Commerce for recognizing the innovation 

and perseverance of these organizations 

and others serving vulnerable populations 

within the county and throughout 

northern New Jersey. 

ReStore’s Lucky Duck 

Sales Event 7/16  

Shop the ReStore’s Lucky Duck Sales event from 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, July 16, and save up 

to 50% off your purchase. Come select a rubber 

duck from our “duck pond” for 10% to 50% 

off. There will be vendors, games, and prizes 

throughout the day.  

 

Volunteers are needed to help with this busy event. 

Visit our website for information. When you donate, 

shop or volunteer at the ReStore, you help families 

in need of safe, decent, affordable housing. 


