
Inspired, informed, refreshed, and with a deep sense of renewal, I, along with five of our Morris Habitat
staff, recently returned from attending the U.S. Affiliate Conference in Atlanta, Ga. The event is held
biennially, but COVID had other plans. After three years, it was wonderful to reconnect in-person with long-
time colleagues from around the world and make new Habitat friends. Sessions also were held virtually, so
everyone could have the opportunity to gain experience and be inspired. We took the theme to heart and
have come back energized and prepared to: Build more. Serve more. Be the change. 

Over four days, our team attended informative and compelling sessions on topics ranging from
Conversations about Diversity, Equity & Inclusion; Race and Equity in Your Community; e-commerce;
Advocacy; Fundraising; Aging in Place and Supportive Habitat Homes; and more. Our very own ReStore e-
commerce guru, Bart Litvin, gave a presentation about e-commerce to Habitat affiliate members wanting
to learn more to expand or launch their own programs. 

We’ve come back armed with the latest information and new ways of serving more families, along with a
challenge from Habitat for Humanity International CEO Jonathan Reckford to double our production. We
are inspired to take the challenge to help more families. It will take innovation and resources, and we will
need you to help us achieve this bold goal!

We will build more. Serve more. And be the change needed. Whether you are a volunteer or a donor, you
help us do amazing things in our community - together.

A Note from CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson

From Colombia to the Crossings 
Alexandra and her mother, Maria, have been sharing a one-bedroom apartment in Randolph for the past few
years after moving from Colombia.  This room is also shared with Alexandra’s 2-year-old son. They’ve made a
nice life for themselves, but they wanted a place of their own.  They were overjoyed when they learned they
were randomly selected as the newest homeowners at the Crossings at Bennett Avenue.  
When not working at a local non-profit that helps homeless families, Alexandra  plays with her son and reads
him books before bedtime. Maria, too, enjoys spending time with her curious and playful grandson.  She works
in dining services in a nearby senior housing facility
. 
To date they’ve put in more than 100 hours of sweat equity working in the ReStore.   They are both looking
forward to the dedication of their new home later this year! 

Help Celebrate the House that Roxbury HS Students Built 
Please join us May 9 as we celebrate the Roxbury High School students and the donors who helped complete the
newest Morris Habitat modular home. www.MorrisHabitat.salsalabs.org/RoxburyHighSchoolStudentCelebration

Over the last year, the students in Frank Caccavale’s structural design and fabrication class helped Morris Habitat
build the three-bedroom home that will be moved later this month to property on Edith Road and Mansel Drive in
Landing. In addition to working on framing, plumbing, and electrical systems, the students learned how affordable
homeownership can transform families. 

The celebration will be held from 5 to 6 p.m. at Roxbury High School, 1 Bryant Drive, Succasunna. The event will be
outside the structural design & fabrication lab at the back of the building. Parking is available in the front lot. 

Morris Habitat Receives Tithe Award 
Habitat for Humanity International recently presented Morris Habitat with the Sam Mompongo Award, which
honors affiliates reaching the $1 million tithe milestone. 

The tithe program started in 1979 when Habitat co-founders Millard and Linda Fuller visited the Democratic
Republic of Congo for a home dedication ceremony and met Sam Mompongo, the local Habitat leader. He had
taken up a collection and asked that half the money be used to start another Habitat program; that tithe created
a Habitat in Guatemala. Today, Habitat affiliates have tithed more than $300 million helping families build or
improve safe, decent homes around the world. 

Please see the award presentation at the top of the page where members of the Morris Habitat team were grateful to stand beside affiliate partners from around
the world. From left are Aruna Mane (Haiti), Ashcraft Eid (Egypt), Morris Habitat VP of Marketing & Communications Terry-Ann Zander, MH Director of Program
Development Mark Odenwelder, Rajan Samuel (India), MH CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson, MH ReStore Collections Manager Bart Litvin, MH Director of Family
Services Loretta Rivers, and Mathabo Mukuto (Zambia). 

Alexandra, her mom,
Maria, and her son

https://morrishabitat.salsalabs.org/RoxburyHighSchoolStudentCelebration


Morris Habitat ReStore Turns 15! 
Join us May 6 as Morris Habitat celebrates 15 years of the ReStore, the store that builds homes. At 10:45 a.m.
we will mark the date with a brief ceremony with CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson, Assemblywoman Aura Dunn, and  
Randolph Mayor Marie Potter. www.morrishabitat.salsalabs.org/ReStoreAnniversaryRSVP

Come for the 15 percent off all items -- and stay for the surprises and games. Spin the wheel or find a crystal
bag while you are shopping and get an additional 15 percent off. The first 50 customers receive a gift, and
cupcakes will be available while they last. 

When you shop, donate, or volunteer at the ReStore, you help families in need of safe, decent, affordable
homes. Since its founding, the Morris Habitat ReStore has helped build 33 homes and kept 15,500 tons of
usable materials out of landfills. 

Homeless Trust Funds Make a Difference 
In addition to its traditional work of building and repairing homes, Morris Habitat supports creation of a Morris
County Homeless Trust Fund to help those most in need. Of the 1,400 homeless individuals in the county, 74
percent identified as having special needs, such as chronic health conditions, developmental disabilities or mental
health struggles, according to a 2019 statewide report. 

Twelve New Jersey counties – including Middlesex, Union, and Somerset --  have already enacted this non-tax-
based fund. This flexible resource can support innovative programs, meet local needs as determined by an
advisory committee, and prevent homelessness.  

Advocate - be heard - be the change.  Lend your voice at the May 11 Board of County Commissioners meeting at
7:00p.m. in Public Meeting Room 555 and WebEx, Administration and Records Building,10 Court Street,
Morristown, NJ. 

Empowering Women, Empowering Families 
Join Morris Habitat for Humanity throughout May for Women’s Build 2022 and help families in Morris and
Middlesex counties move closer to affordable homeownership. This event brings women (and supportive men!)
together to learn construction skills and help families build strength, stability, and independence through housing.
No experience or skills are necessary.
 
With a $50 suggested donation, volunteers receive a Women Build t-shirt and a community service day they will
not forget. Volunteers will leave empowered with new skills – and the knowledge they helped a Habitat partner
family achieve the dream of homeownership. We will be building at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph
or 308 Norwood Ave. in Old Bridge.  

Build as an individual, company, or team of friends. Corporate sponsorships and team build days are available.
Please contact Stephanie.Buonarota@MorrisHabitat.org for information. 

Support a Morris Habitat Mom This Mother’s Day 
What can you give the mom who has everything? A customized brick will show mom you are thinking of her and
create a legacy for families at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph. This Mother's Day join us by
supporting the “Buy a Brick, Build a Home” campaign and the more than 25 moms who will soon call The
Crossings at Bennett Avenue home. 

These customized bricks, with heart-felt messages in honor or memory of mom, will create the paths between
buildings in the condominium neighborhood and remind new Habitat homeowners of the community that
supported their affordable homeownership journey. 

Please visit www.polarengraving.com/morrishabitat to personalize your brick and support our community today! 

Morris Habitat Volunteers are the Best! 
Three cheers for the team from Crum & Forster Insurance Group for building with us recently at The Crossings at
Bennett Avenue in Randolph.  After a long, hard day, they were still smiling! 

Earlier last month, New Jersey Natural Gas brought sweet treats to share at the Habitat volunteer appreciation
dessert party. Thank you, Tom Hayes of NJNG and the volunteers who support our work to create affordable
homeownership opportunities for families in Morris, Middlesex and portions of Somerset and Union Counties. 

To book a Team Build Day go to www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer/groups 
or contact Stephanie.Buonarota@MorrisHabitat.org.

Your Old Car Can Create New Beginnings for a Habitat Family 
Rust doesn't bother us. Some 30 percent of vehicles donated to Habitat are recycled for materials or sold for
reusable parts. Learn how vehicle donations help fund affordable housing for families in your community. 

Donate your car in 3 easy steps: 

1) Call or start the process online - www.habitat.org/support/donate-your-car
2) Arrange towing;
3) Receive your tax receipt! 

Need help? Email carsforhomes@habitat.org  
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