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Dear Friends,
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Welcome spring! The new season brings warmer weather, longer days, and brighter futures for dozens of Morris %

Habitat partner families and homeowners in progress. Morris Habitat is building homes in Roxbury, Randolph, Nl
Summit, Washington Township, and Old Bridge. We also are working on home repair and Aging in Place projects L ‘ 6 . 8 9
across our service area of Morris, Middlesex, and parts of Union and Somerset counties. Please check our 10 .‘..‘ 16
website at www.MorrisHabitat.org for details. . . o e bt . .

. . . 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
This month we also applaud and honor our inspiring volunteers. Please stay tuned to our Facebook page and
website for updates on how we will celebrate National Volunteer Week, April 18-22. Morris Habitat volunteers do 5 Virtual Homeownership Info Session

. . ) . . . 7 Virtual Homeownership Info Session

much more than build homes. They help in our ReStore and offices, plan our events, and lift their voices to 13 Drive up Movies at CBRE Florham Park
support our mission. Whether you volunteer once a week or once a year, your compassion and hard work help Ferris Bueller's Day Off

us help families achieve the dream of affordable homeownership. Volunteers are the foundation of all that we do. e cu i cniictiona gtilate
Conference (Atlanta, GA)

15 Passover Begins; Good Friday

In gratitude, ReStore and Administration Offices Closed
17 Easter

/,/ V) 18 Volunteer Appreciation Event (Randolph)
7 A ‘ - 2021 Federal Income Taxes Due
/ ) (Za 22 Volunteer Appreciation Event (Plainfield)

23 Passover Ends
Blair Schleicher Wilson Happy Volunteer Appreciation Month
Chief Executive Officer

from Morris Habitat for Humanity!

“We Are All Excited As It Comes Along”

The Elie family has traveled from New York to Old Bridge almost weekly to help work on their Morris Habitat home at
308 Norwood Ave. Since the groundbreaking and a “panel build” in East Brunswick -- when volunteers constructed
several walls — the single-family home is taking shape.

Each homeowner in progress contributes 300 hours of work building their home, alongside staff and volunteers. For
most of the winter, Jimmy, Taylor and daughter Jilaya put in this “sweat equity” work in the ReStore. Recently Jimmy
worked at the home site, installing roofing and siding, and the family soon will help with the interior.

“Now that the walls are up ... everything looks bigger. Now the fun begins,” Taylor said. “Everyone has been very
The Elie Family | Old Bridige, NJ helpful and patient explaining everything as we go. We are all super excited as it comes along.”

Empowered Women, Empowered Families
Join Morris Habitat for Humanity throughout May for Women'’s Build 2022. This event brings women (and supportive men!)
together to learn construction skills and help families build strength, stability, and independence through affordable
housing. No experience or skills are necessary.

service experience. Participants will learn new skills and help move a Habitat partner family one step closer to affordable
homeownership. We will be building at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph and 308 Norwood Ave. in Old llﬂ«&_ -

Bridge. Register at www.MorrisHabitat.org/womenbuild2022 Women

WYY Habital o ild 2022

Corporate sponsorships and team build days are available. Please contact Stephanie.Buonarota@MorrisHabitat.org for
information.

Habitat for Humanity’s First Volunteer to Visit in May

Morris Habitat is honored to host Clive Rainey, Habitat for Humanity Internationals first volunteer, who will visit next
month. Mr. Rainey will help launch Morris Habitat's Legacy Society, to bring hope to future generations of families in need
of decent, affordable housing.

Mr. Rainey joined Habitat for Humanity International on April 1, 1977, soon after the organization was formed. He brought
Habitat the concept of “sweat equity,” after learning that middle-class housing developers sometimes used a family’s
unskilled labor on their house in lieu of a down payment. Today homeowners-in-progress contribute “sweat equity” in
~  Habitat builds in 80 countries worldwide.

| For more than 40 years, Mr. Rainey has spread his message of community and faith through safe and affordable housing.
Although retired, Mr. Rainey still travels the world sharing the Habitat story and influencing supporters to build more
decent, simple, affordable homes for people who desperately need them.
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Support us at www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate
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When It Comes to Inflation, Our Focus Should be the Cost of Housing

Habitat CEO Jonathan T.M. Reckford recently had an essay published in Politico. This is an excerpt.

I've seen firsthand how rising housing costs are making it increasingly difficult for hard-working families to make
ends meet. For decades, home prices have been outpacing household incomes and we are now seeing a whole
generation being locked out of the promise of homeownership. Spiraling housing prices have also left millions of
families struggling to keep a roof over their heads while affording basic necessities, such as food and medicine.

Home costs make up one-third of the consumer price index — the most widely followed inflation gauge. Before the
pandemic even began, 1 in 7 U.S. households were spending half or more of their income on housing. Housing
inflation is eroding families’ ability to save, pushing many homeowners and renters to the brink of eviction and
foreclosure — and locking potential new homebuyers out of the market. In 2021, a median-priced home was
unaffordable to two-thirds of potential first-time buyers in the nation’s top 100 metro areas. Visit https://
tinyurl.com/mv5p5xx2 to read the full article.

“This is What 'm Supposed to be Doing”

When asked why she has volunteered with Morris Habitat for 11 years, Donna doesn’t hesitate in her response. I
know firsthand how important it is to have a place to call home,” she says.

“As a result of growing up in a neighborhood where | felt safe, | was free to roam. This freedom allowed me to
learn, to dream, to hope and to visualize a positive future.

“Every time | greet someone with a smile or a hug and let them know they matter, | am attempting to improve the
human condition. It is through the activity of building houses that | am able to help build up people.”

Donna is so devoted to working with Habitat, she considers it as more of a calling than a choice. “I do believe that
God has called me to this work,” she says.

Donna is part of the Morris Habitat Faithful, a volunteer group that regularly works at our construction sites. She
said volunteering “fills a space in my life that money, possessions, titles, and awards have never been able to do. |
volunteer because each day on this Earth is a gift, and the least | can do is to give back.”

What she gains most from volunteering, she says, is a sense of purpose: “Each time my car pulls up to the build
site, | am filled with joy at the prospect of being able to make a difference — to matter to someone who matters to

me.

Morris Habitat volunteers wear many hats, from construction to office support to helping customers in our ReStore
and planning events.

Donate to Help Move Our Roxbury Home

Morris Habitat is moving our Roxbury modular home, and you can be part of this exciting project with a donation to
help with the transport. On May 18, we will truck the home in two sections to its final ‘home site’ at the corner of
Edith Road and Mansel Drive in the Landing section of Roxbury Twp., where it will be placed on its foundation.
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The three-bedroom home has been built in partnership with students from Roxbury High School’s structural design m-\}! | §
and fabrication class. The project was recently featured on the YouTube series American Plumber Stories, hosted \“‘\W“ E,

by country music singer Craig Morgan and sponsored by Pfister.

To donate and help Morris Habitat bring this home 'home', please go to www.MorrisHabitat.salsalabs.org/
roxburyhighschool-edithroadproject
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Who
couldn't
use more
money at
tax time?

Possible Tax Benefits When You Thank You,

Donate Your Vehicle Columbia Bank

Donating a vehicle may be tax-deductible. Donate your car in 3 easy Columbia Bank volunteers were a huge help recently in the Morris
steps: Habitat for Humanity Restore. Not only did they restock shelves and
1) Call 877-277-4344 or start the process online move furniture, they also provided a cheering section as we selected
2) Arrange towing homeowners for our 12-unit condominium project in Summit. We are
3) Receive your tax receipt! grateful to Columbia Bank for being a long-time supporter of the Morris
Need help? Email carsforhomes@habitat.org Habitat mission and making a difference in our community.
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