Happy March!
Thanks to YOU – our donors, volunteers, friends, and our terrific team of gala producers, our virtual 17th annual Hearts
& Hammers Gala was a tremendous success! You are the very heart and soul of Morris Habitat, and we are so blessed
to be your partner helping more families into homes or living in homes that are warm, safe, and dry.
More than 400 people joined us virtually to salute our honorees, meet our homeowners, and support our 2022
construction program of 50 homes for 50 families in our expanded service area.
We also highlighted our 25-home project, The Crossings at Bennett Avenue, in Randolph. The first 10 homeowner
families have been selected, including 17 children, one of whom is a Randolph High School student. Another
homeowner-in-progress (HIP) is a veteran, and others work in our schools, hospitals, and local businesses.
Scott and Marly Davis, parents of six children, who recently moved from a crowded two-bedroom city apartment to their
Morris Habitat home in Jefferson Township joined us to give words of support to our ‘HIP’s’ .
“Building a Habitat home was not easy. My large family had to contribute 500 hours of sweat equity. But we learned so
much,” Marly said. “To all of you who donated and volunteered … thank you for answering our prayers. We are forever
grateful.”
As always, thank you for your continued support, whether it’s your time, your talent, or your treasure or all three(!),
working together, side by side, helping more families realize the dream of owning an affordable home and the promise
of healthier, brighter futures.

Wine bottles still available make a $25 donation and take
home a bottle of wine (like
Maureen Babb)!

In Gratitude,

Blair Schleicher Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

www.morrishabitat.org/
winepullwednesday

Morris Habitat Gala Includes Salute to Volunteers and Partners
The Gala was hosted by our dear friend Toni Yates, New Jersey reporter for WABC-TV Channel 7, and
included award presentations to several partners for their commitment to Morris Habitat. New Jersey State
Senator Joseph F. Vitale received the Leadership Award; and Schenck, Price, Smith & King LLP and partner
Sean Monaghan were honored with the Professional Partnership Award.

The Donald H. Kuhn Inspiration Award was given to Carol Anderson-Lewis, Elizabeth “Liz” Rifino, and Headley
“Ted” Weeks for their service and dedication. David Farrell, immediate past president of the Morris Habitat
Board of Directors, received the Beth Everett Award. These folks beautifully exemplify the Habitat mission in the
spirit of both Don and Beth, modeling the way for all volunteers. Congratulations to all our honorees .
If you missed the Gala or would like to watch it again go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yecezw3XCZM

Randolph High School Clubs Competing in Buy-a-Brick Campaign
Randolph High School and its faculty club advisors are partnering with Morris Habitat in a community service project
supporting The Crossings at Bennett Avenue. In the spirit of friendly competition, the school’s 20+ clubs are vying to
see which can sell the most bricks to create a pathway through the 25-home community, under construction in
Randolph. Each $125 brick is customized by the purchaser and will be shipped and installed at The Crossings.
The Randolph High School campaign runs through April 8. A junior at Randolph High School, Sophia and her mom
Marbeth Duque (pictured right) are Morris Habitat Homeowners-in-progress and will be moving into the first phase of
The Crossing at Bennett Avenue. Please visit https://www.morrishabitat.org/randolphhighschoolbrickcampaign to learn
more about the program or to purchase a brick in honor or memory of someone special.

Morris Habitat Partners with National Ramp
Morris Habitat for Humanity is pleased to announce a partnership with National Ramp to quickly and easily install
aluminum ramps for qualified homeowners.
Homeowners needing a ramp to easily and safely access their home and gain independence are urged to contact us for
additional information or to complete an application.
Homeowners must meet income eligibility requirements. To apply go here https://morrishabitat.salsalabs.org/
signupforhomerepair/index.html

Support us by donating here!
www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate

Follow us on Social Media

Morris County Man Donates Hand-Crafted American Flag
Morris Habitat was honored and touched to receive a beautiful, hand-crafted American flag made of repurposed ReStore
materials by Dennis Reilly of Morris County. For Mr. Reilly, the project was a labor of love. He began making the flags four
years ago, in honor of his wife, Mary Jane, who passed away in February 2019.
“We were married on Flag Day 1980, and this is an appropriate way to commemorate her life,” Mr. Reilly wrote in a note
accompanying the flag.
He has made more than 100 flags from scrap and repurposed wood and donated them to “veterans, service men and
women, first responders and community leaders who have embodied the spirit of this great country.

“Your work, kindness and generosity needs to be rewarded, and the flag was just a simple gesture,” Mr. Reilly wrote.
“Also, you must realize that you are not just helping those with homes, you are assisting many of those in need who
purchase furniture and other accessories from your store at more than fair pricing. Every facet of your work is a win, win.”
Thank you, Mr. Reilly, for your kindness!

Peter Trachtenberg accepts
the hand-crafted flag made by
Dennis Reilly

Volunteer at the ReStore – The Store that Builds Homes
Morris Habitat’s ReStore offers volunteers the opportunity to use their talents, skills, and experience to support our
affordable homebuilding mission. Amazing volunteer Sharon Feigin (pictured left) works on the sales floor, assisting
customers and arranging and pricing items. She believes “we can all contribute in small ways to make our earth a
better place to live.”

“I volunteer for Habitat because I believe in contributing to the making of a better world,” Sharon wrote in a note to the
Habitat Happenings. “A single person can make a difference: unwrapping, pricing and placing dishes and glassware
for customers to purchase rather than throwing them into a landfill when the item is no longer needed. This changes
the outlook of society little by little. The warehouse is a good place to get exercise on a cold, wintry morning. I walk,
bend, rearrange stuff, and talk to people. I go home happy to be able to do my part. Also, I learn something new every
day!”
The ReStore offers a variety of volunteer opportunities, from cashier to concierge to furniture repair. To learn more
about how you can make a difference in your community as a ReStore volunteer, please visit https://
www.morrishabitat.org/volunteer.

Morris Habitat Joins New Jersey Affiliates in National Advocacy Gathering
Morris Habitat recently attended Habitat for Humanity’s annual legislative conference to advocate for safe, decent,
affordable housing in New Jersey and around the nation.
The largest N.J. delegation ever saw 25 participants from 11 Habitat affiliates gather virtually at Habitat on the Hill
2022: Building a More Equitable Future. The statewide delegation brought the facts of New Jersey’s housing crisis
to Washington representatives: N.J. is the 6th most-expensive housing market in the U.S. Statewide, households need
an annual income of $66,468 to afford a two-bedroom apartment and $107,445 to purchase a modest home. Here in
northern New Jersey those numbers are even higher.
For a nonprofit housing developer in a state with an estimated shortage of 205,285 units of affordable housing, the
increased costs of materials and professional services - along with supply chain disruptions - make Habitat’s work ever
more difficult, but increasingly important.

Cars for Homes
Accepts RVs and
Boats, Too
Donate your old vehicle to Morris Habitat
for Humanity and help build homes,
communities, and hope. It is quick and
easy to donate, and your contribution
may be tax deductible.
Morris Habitat accepts cars, trucks, RVs,
vans, SUVs, boats, and motorcycles –
whether they work or not. Proceeds from
the sales of these vehicles will help fulfill
Morris Habitat’s vision of a world where
everyone has a decent place to live.
Inspired?

Learn how your vehicle can make a
difference at
https://www.habitat.org/support/donateyour-car
Need help?
Email carsforhomes@habitat.org

Morris Habitat’s Roxbury
Home Featured on
American Plumber Stories
Morris Habitat’s project on Edith Road in Roxbury
was recently featured on the digital series American
Plumber Stories. The show, hosted by country music
singer Craig Morgan, spotlights how students from
Roxbury High School’s structural design and
fabrication class are helping Morris Habitat build the
three-bedroom modular home.
Students are following the modular homebuilding
process, from design to completion, and learning
about architectural drawings, framing, plumbing,
electrical systems, and more. The home will be built
in two sections and transported to the corner of Edith
Road and Mansel Drive in Landing to be secured to
the foundation.
The Roxbury episode of American Plumber Stories –
which encourages people to consider plumbing as a
career – is available below. Volunteers are needed
for this project later this month. Please visit our
website for information.

We are Hiring!
Do you want to be part of a dynamic nonprofit organization that has a positive
impact on families in our community?

The Construction Department has two
career opportunities:
Construction Project Manager - a fulltime position that is responsible for the
construction of Morris Habitat homes on
an assigned home site from construction
permitting through family move-in.
Construction Supervisor - a full-time
position supervising the construction
activities that take place on the work site
on any given workday and involved in the
supervision of volunteers and family
partners.
To learn more and apply visit https://
www.morrishabitat.org/careeropportunities

274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 | 973-891-1934 | info@morrishabitat.org

