Dear Friends,
Please join us Saturday, Feb. 26, as Morris Habitat’s 17th Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala -- our
signature fundraiser -- goes virtual this year. We have planned an inspirational and fun-filled
evening that will bring our community together with a live-streaming celebration unlike any other.
Your Gala support will help fund the construction of 50 homes for 50 families across our expanded service
area of Morris, Middlesex and portions of Somerset and Union counties. Our friend Toni Yates, reporter for
WABC-TV, will be the evening's host. During the evening, you will meet Morris Habitat’s partner families,
celebrate our honorees, and learn more about our mission and how you can get involved. Plus, there is the
opportunity to win prizes and much more!
New Jersey State Senator Joseph F. Vitale will receive the Leadership Award, and Schenck, Price, Smith
& King LLP and partner Sean Monaghan will be honored with the Professional Partnership Award.
The Donald H. Kuhn Inspiration Award will go to Carol Anderson-Lewis, Elizabeth “Liz” Rifino, and
Headley “Ted” Weeks for their service and dedication. David Farrell, immediate past president of the
Morris Habitat Board of Trustees, will receive the Beth Everett Award.
We are grateful to our Home Sponsors Bayer and GAF.
The evening is FREE and will be held from 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. Visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/gala2022
to register and learn more.
In Gratitude,
Stay tuned to our Facebook
page for info on upcoming
Wine Pull Wednesdays!

Blair Schleicher Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

Welcome Bennett Avenue Families
Morris Habitat has selected the first partner families for The Crossings at Bennett Avenue, a 25unit condominium complex in Randolph that will the largest project in our history. The families
include an Army Veteran and 17 children, ranging from 5 months to 18 years old. Several families
also have adult children.
The first of the four residential buildings is expected to be completed later this year. The project
includes a community room, picnic and play area, and a bike path to stores and restaurants on
South Salem Street. Please visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/projects/currentprojects for information.

Habitat on the Hill Offers the Chance to
Speak with One Voice
Habitat on the Hill - Habitat International’s annual U.S. legislative conference held each February - is an
important opportunity for New Jersey Habitat affiliates to speak with one voice for safe and affordable
housing in our state and across the nation.
The Feb. 8-10 conference - held virtually this year - expects to welcome close to 700 participants including
Habitat staff, board members, homeowners, resident leaders, volunteers and supporters from around the
country. The conference will culminate with virtual meetings with members of Congress.
Morris Habitat has a team of staff, board members and homeowners who will attend, including Stacey
Goods, who will talk to lawmakers about the importance of providing a safe, decent, affordable home for her
family. The conference themes include:

•
•

How COVID-19 exacerbated pre-existing housing affordability challenges, disproportionately impacting
communities of color.
What promising solutions may address underlying policies and systems that hinder access to stable and

Support us by donating here!
www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate

Morris Habitat Homeowner
Stacey Goods at
Habitat on the Hill 2020

Visit us at www.MorrisHabitat.org
ReStore Volunteer Helps Homeowners
"Achieve Their Dreams"
Morris Habitat volunteers wear many hats, and Eric Dietler is no exception. Eric has volunteered
with the ReStore for three years and works primarily in the tool room, repairing and assembling
furniture, so it can be moved to the sales floor.
“When I have completed the urgent tasks of the day, I will frequently walk the floor looking for
pieces of furniture that need some love – fixing a jammed drawer on a bureau or replacing missing
knobs to make the item more saleable,” Eric said. “At the end of my shift, I look forward to the next
time I will be in to volunteer.”
What keeps him coming back?
“I have been richly blessed in my life with skills, determination, opportunities and now - in
retirement - time. I look at my efforts at the ReStore as a chance to use those blessings to help
others achieve their dreams of living in a house of their own by helping raise revenue in the
ReStore. It is also a wonderful place to work among so many dedicated employees and other
volunteers.”

ReStore volunteer
Eric Dietler
in the tool room.

Thank you, Eric, for your time and talent! The ReStore offers a variety of volunteer opportunities,
from cashier to concierge to furniture repair. Visit www.MorrisReStore.org to learn more.

We Are So Grateful To...
The Park Avenue Club for your holiday gift donations.
Michele & Angela, mission team co-chairs at First Reformed Church of Pompton
Plains, for helping raise awareness of Morris Habitat and resources for our homebuilding.

The First Presbyterian Church of Whippany for donating new homeowner gifts.
Theta Phi Alpha chapter at Montclair State University, which raised $1,973 for Morris
Habitat.
Braden Lalin, a senior at Delbarton School, who, along with fellow student tutors at Ace it
Tutors, pooled their earnings into a $1,200+ donation to Morris Habitat.
Dr. Bruce Mintz, a long time supporter of relief and work with Partners in Health in Haiti,
who prepared another delivery of donated computers on behalf of Morris Habitat for
Humanity.

A Gift of Gratitude Cars for Homes
Ernie, an outgoing, 87-year-old U.S. Army veteran, was
determined to return the kindness shown by Habitat volunteers
after they built a wheelchair ramp for his home. For him,
donating his automobile to Cars for Homes offered the perfect
solution—both to make an impact and lift a weight. Although he
was no longer driving his Mercury Sable, it was still costing him.
“I’m saving a lot of money on insurance and registration fees,”
he said. “It’s a relief.”
To donate your car go to www.habitat.org/support/donate-yourcar or call 1-877-277-4344.

ReStore Launches Expanded
E-Commerce Site
The Morris Habitat for Humanity ReStore opened its new
E-commerce processing center last month, enabling our retail
operation to sell thousands of items in our online store efficiently
and cost-effectively to support of our homebuilding mission.
The ReStore's E-commerce business is supported by state-of-the
-art software and new, innovative hardware. It is the most
advanced E-commerce department across Habitat for
Humanity’s 800 stores.
When you shop, donate or volunteer at the ReStore, you help
families in need of safe, decent, affordable homes.
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