Dear Friends,
We begin 2022 with an abundance gratitude for your unwavering support and a sense of optimism, as we have over
50 affordable home projects in the pipeline for the new year.
Turning the calendar also brings a renewed sense of purpose. Our housing challenges have become more vivid and
more urgent as the Covid-19 pandemic and its economic fallout continue. We see every day that too many New
Jersey families struggle with low wages and the rising costs of health care, childcare, and housing.
Although Morris and Middlesex counties are among the state’s most affluent, more than one in four families here have
trouble with basic expenses. Families who work hard – often at multiple jobs – are still falling behind. They remind us
that Morris Habitat’s vision – a world where everyone has a decent place to live – has never been more essential.
We look forward to your partnership this year as we continue changing lives by building homes, communities, and
hope. All of us at Morris Habitat for Humanity wish you a new year filled with good health, happiness, and
peace.
In Gratitude,

Blair Schleicher Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

Thank You for Supporting Morris Habitat’s Annual Appeal
Thank you for donating on Giving Tuesday and to our Annual Appeal in December, which highlighted the
path to homeownership for Luis and Jessica Esteves and their four children (photo left). Combined we raised
more than $70,000, and the donations keep coming in. Please accept our heartfelt thanks!
“Morris Habitat gave us the American dream,” Jessica said. “We’re homeowners now, and that gives our
children opportunities for stability and to excel and succeed.”
To read more about the Esteves family and support Morris Habitat, please visit www.morrishabitat.org/
donate/appeal.

Our 17th Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala is Feb. 26
We hope you will join Morris Habitat for Humanity for our 17th annual Hearts & Hammers Gala on
Saturday, Feb. 26th. Our signature fundraiser will be held virtually starting at 6 p.m.
The Gala supports our most ambitious projects to date, including a 25-unit condominium complex, The
Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph; and a 12-unit modular condominium complex on Morris
Avenue in Summit. Also underway are homes in Old Bridge, Plainfield, Long Valley, Perth Amboy, and a
home under construction at Roxbury High School. When completed, these projects will provide safe,
decent homes for more than 50 families from across our expanded service area.
We invite you to help celebrate our partnerships, applaud our honorees, and enjoy an elegant evening.
To register for the event please go to www.morrishabitat.org/gala2022.

Roxbury Project to be Featured on YouTube Series
Tune in later this month to the American Plumbing Digital Series for an episode about Morris Habitat’s project
on Edith Road in Roxbury. The show, hosted by country music singer Craig Morgan, will spotlight how
students from Roxbury High School’s structural design and fabrication (SDF) class are helping Morris Habitat
build the three-bedroom modular home.
Students are following the modular homebuilding process, from design to completion, and learning about
architectural drawings, framing, plumbing and electrical systems, and more. The home is being built in two
sections and will be transported to the corner of Edith Road and Mansel Drive in Landing to be secured to the
foundation.
RHS SDF Teacher Frank
Caccavale with Craig Morgan
on screen

The episode of the American Plumbing Digital Series – which encourages people to consider plumbing as a
career -- will stream on YouTube Jan. 31st.
Learn more at www.morrishabitat.org/?viba_portfolio=roxbury-high-school-edith-road-project

Support us by donating here!
www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate

Virtual Global Village Trips Help Build Homes Around the World
When the pandemic abruptly stopped international travel in March 2020, Morris Habitat created a
virtual trip to Macedonia in place of a planned Habitat Global Village excursion. This was one of
the first such virtual experiences by a Habitat affiliate in the U.S., and it inspired Bergen Habitat
to sponsor a 5-day virtual trip to Argentina in February 2021.
Morris Habitat CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson joined another 16 volunteers to participate in that
online Global Village experience to learn about the culture, economy, housing crisis,
and Habitat’s response in Argentina. These virtual travelers were so moved by the housing need
and Habitat Argentina’s work, especially during the pandemic, that they raised $10,000.
Members of that first “Journey to Argentina” joined in again this winter for a “Christmas
Wish” fundraiser. The group raised $6,000, and Morris Habitat has matched the amount for a
total of $12,000 being sent to Argentina home building efforts.
Each critical home repair/addition costs about $5,000, and a bathroom upgrade costs $250. This
reminds us how a modest contribution by U.S. donors can help so many families in need of
decent housing around the world.
For information, contact Morris Habitat’s Advocacy Program Coordinator Barbara Dunn
at Barbara.Dunn@morrishabitat.org.

Thank You, Joel from Wirecutter !
Joel Santo Domingo, who tests and reviews tech products
for Wirecutter, recently donated more than $3,700 of items he
sampled to Morris Habitat to use or sell in the ReStore. This
donation will help Morris Habitat move families into safe, decent,
affordable homes more quickly.
Learn more about InKind Giving here -www.morrishabitat.org/
donate/other-ways-to-support-morris-habitat#inkindgiving

Donated Cars Mean Dollars for Homes
Donate your vehicle to Habitat for Humanity, and we'll put the
proceeds toward affordable housing in your community.
How to donate your car:
1. Go to www.habitat.org/support/donate-your-car
or call 1-877-277-4344.

The Christmas Wish fundraiser helped
Gabriela and Alexis add a bedroom to
the one-room home they share with
their three sons

Coming Soon: Morris ReStore
Launches New Online Marketplace
The ReStore’s E-commerce 2.0 site opens later this month, as
Morris Habitat for Humanity expands its eBay store. Our facilities
and systems are the most advanced among all Habitat affiliates.
When you shop at the ReStore, you help families in need of safe,
decent, affordable housing.
Visit www.MorrisRestore.org

Buy a Brick, Build a Home!
These customized bricks will create the paths between
buildings at The Crossings at Bennett Avenue and remind new
Habitat homeowners daily about the community that supported
their homeownership journey.

2. Provide your vehicle information and contact information.

We invite you to purchase a brick and help build the pathways
to connect neighbors and to connect new Habitat homeowners
to their community of Randolph.

Schedule your car to be picked up.

Visit www.morrishabitat.org/buy-a-brick-build-a-home-2

Please stay connected at www.MorrisHabitat.org
and follow us on Social Media
274 South Salem Street, Randolph, NJ 07869 | 973-891-1934

