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Wishing You the Warmth of Home
Dear Friends,
Thanks to your love and support over the last year, Elisa Marte and her 18-year-old twin daughters will
spend this holiday season in their new Morris Habitat home. So will Scott and Marly Davis and their six
DONATE TODAY!
children. These families became Morris Habitat homeowners in just the last few months. Their
dedications brought joy, excitement, and hope this season.
“It’s a dream to have your own house,” Marly said. “It’s going to change our lives for sure.”
Throughout 2021, Morris Habitat continued to bring together volunteers, donors and supporters to build
hope, change lives and create strong, vibrant communities. We could not have done this life-changing
work without you.
Morris Habitat for Humanity extends a heartfelt thank you for your help in 2021 and wishes you and
your families a holiday season filled with laughter, love and peace.
In Gratitude,

Blair Schleicher Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

P.S. Can't decide what to get the person who
has everything? Purchase a personalized brick to
help build a Morris Habitat home. Visit
www.morrishabitat.org/buy-a-brick-build-a-home-2

Spreading Holiday Cheer
From their home to yours, Morris Habitat families share their holiday greetings and traditions.
During the Christmas season, the Esteves family makes pasteles, a traditional Puerto Rican dish. Pasteles
are seasoned taro root and plantain "masa," filled with savory pork, wrapped in banana leaves, and boiled.
“We usually hand them out as gifts!” Jessica Esteves said
Elisa Marte and her daughters send season’s greetings from their Plainfield home: “Happy holidays to
everyone. We are so excited to celebrate the holidays in our new home this year and years to come.”

Save the Date - February 26 - for our 17th Annual Gala
Please join Morris Habitat for Humanity - in person or online - for our 17th annual Hearts & Hammers Gala on

Saturday, Feb. 26. The Gala will be held from 6 to 10 p.m. at the Meadow Wood in Randolph, and will include
a virtual option for those unable to join us in person.
The Gala is Morris Habitat’s signature fundraiser and supports our most ambitious projects to date, including
a 25-unit condominium complex, The Crossings at Bennett Avenue in Randolph; and a 12-unit modular
condominium complex on Morris Avenue in Summit. Also underway are homes in Old Bridge, Plainfield, Long
Valley and Perth Amboy. When completed, these projects will provide safe, decent homes for more than 50
families from across our expanded service area.
Hearts & Hammer 2022 Honorees include: The Honorable NJ Senator Joseph Vitale, Schenck ,Price, Smith and King, LLP and
Partner, Sean Monaghan, Carol Anderson Lewis, Elizabeth "Liz" Rifino, Headley "Ted" Weeks and David Farrell.
For sponsorship opportunities, please contact stephanie.buonarota@morrishabitat.org.

Is that Clunker Taking Up Space in Your Driveway?
Donate it to Cars for Homes!
From Jody, a Cars for Homes donor:
"My PT Cruiser was originally my mom’s, and when she was no longer able to drive, I drove her everywhere in
it. I’m so grateful for those cherished memories, now that she’s no longer with us. My mom had a passion for
helping people in the community, and she was excited when I started volunteering at Habitat. She firmly believed that everyone deserves a decent place to live. So it was a no-brainer to decide to donate her car as her
last act of community service. I know she’d be proud of the chance to let this car serve others as well as it
served our family."

Support us by donating here!
www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate

ReStore Items to Furnish Hotel in Ghana
Owusu Adeu has visited the Morris Habitat ReStore at least three times in recent months, on
a quest to furnish a 92-room hotel in his home country of Ghana. During his first visit, Owusu
purchased approximately $10,000 worth of furniture, art, and other items from the ReStore
Collection - which sells high-end furnishings and collectibles - with the help of Collection
Associate Debbie Blackmore.
“The hotel is going to be 5-star,” said Owusu, who plans to complete the hotel in 2023.
The first ReStore haul arrived in Ghana in late November, after a 5-week journey across the
ocean on a container ship. On a recent shopping trip, Owusu and his brother, Kwaku Duah,
searched for commercial grade appliances. Owusu said it is cheaper to buy at the ReStore,
pick up with his trucks, and pack and ship via freighter than it is to purchase in Ghana.
Best wishes, Owusu! Your friends in the ReStore can’t wait to see the finished hotel. You
never know what you will find at the ReStore, and that’s what keeps customers coming back.
The ReStore is Hiring! The ReStore is seeking full and part-time truck drivers and
warehouse and receiving associates. Come join a fantastic team and help drive the Morris
Habitat mission and core values. Please note: a CDL license is not required. Visit
www.MorrisRestore.org for additional details.

E-commerce 2.0 opening in January 2022
It’s a whole new and improved way to shop the ReStore online! Morris Habitat’s new state of
the art processing facility is well underway. Our facilities and systems are the most advanced
among all Habitat affiliates. Want to help us build more affordable homes and complete more
home repairs? Donate furniture, household items, building supplies and more. Visit our
website to see what we accept and to arrange for pick up.

Morris Habitat Names Advocacy Program Coordinator
Morris Habitat welcomes Barbara Dunn as our advocacy program coordinator. In addition to building
homes, communities and hope, Morris Habitat for Humanity advocates for government policies that support access to quality housing and assist community members in their journey to homeownership. This
includes forging partnerships with state and local leaders and working at the national level to ensure federal money is allocated for housing.
“Advocacy is putting the stories of folks in need into the hearts and minds of the community,” said Barbara, who was the executive director of Paterson Habitat for Humanity for 26 years. “Many of us can relate
in a personal way to families in a poor or dangerous housing condition. Advocacy deals with the whole
spectrum, from homelessness to homeownership.” Visit www.morrishabitat.salsalabs.org/
advocacycommunications to learn more.

Thank You AllianceBernstein!
Morris Habitat recently teamed up virtually with employees
of AllianceBernstein from across the U.S. to customize light
switch plates. The plates will be installed in Morris Habitat
homes in the coming year. A special thank you to Peter
Eliot at AllianceBernstein for helping bring this all together!
Visit www.MorrisHabitat.org/volunteer/groups for team build
opportunities.

Morris Habitat Seeking Partner
Family for Plainfield Home
Morris Habitat will host open houses this month to spread the
word that we are seeking applicants for a new Morris Habitat
home in Plainfield. Stop by an open house on Dec. 7th 47pm or Dec. 11th 3-5pm or attend a virtual
orientation meeting on 12/15 from 6-7pm. Visit
www.MorrisHabitat.org/apply-for-home-ownership.

Please stay connected at
www.MorrisHabitat.org

