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Grateful. A Note From Blair Schleicher Wilson
Dear Friends,
Welcome to my favorite time of the year! With Thanksgiving just around the corner,
there is truly so much to be grateful for – starting with the support of of our donors,
volunteers, staff, partner municipalities, Board of Directors, Leadership Council, and
faith community.
October was a busy month for MHfH as three families were selected as prospective
homeowners for single family houses in Plainfield, Old Bridge and Long Valley. Over
the course of the following months, we will highlight their experiences and share their
journey with you as they participate in the building of their own homes. There was also
a lot of excitement at our groundbreaking ceremony at our largest project in MHfH’s
history at Bennett Avenue in Randolph. If you didn’t catch us on ABC channel 7, News
12, WMBC TV, you can watch the clip on our YouTube channel at www.tinyurl.com/
ykcpc77w. You can also read about it in NJHills.com or DailyRecord.com.
A second groundbreaking in Old Bridge, included the first of thirteen homes. Site work
has begun for a single-family home—watch more at www.tinyurl.com/
kfxzpadc. The second project will be a twelve-home condominium community.

DONATE TODAY!

Kellie Doucette, District Director, Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill (NJ-11) speaks
at the Groundbreaking Ceremony for our Bennett Avenue project in Randolph, “The number of lives and communities that have been changed through
Morris Habitat providing the opportunity for home ownership is amazing.”

This Thanksgiving, thankfully, most of us will safely gather around dining room tables, relishing visits from friends and family, savoring real time
togetherness. You are truly all part of the MHfH family and without you, we would not have the privilege of serving so many deserving families in need.
Happy November!
In Partnership, We welcome new Home Repair Coordinator, Wilvin Solano, who will help us serve more families through our Home Repair and Aging
in Place programs as we expand into Middlesex and portions of Union and Somerset Counties. This is a fitting time to celebrate these milestones as
on October 4th we joined with our partners around the world to rededicate ourselves to recognizing the basic right to adequate shelter in recognition
for World Habitat Day as everyone deserves the opportunity for a better future! #WorldHabitatDay
And to help raise awareness and funds to build these homes, we hope you join us in one of the many community building activities planned for
October. See our events calendar below for more information. As we prepare for cooler weather and the holidays, we give thanks to you for the
opportunity to help more families with a place to call Home Sweet Home!
In Partnership,

Blair Schleicher Wilson
Chief Executive Officer

One Family’s Harvest
Over the coming months, Morris Habitat volunteers will gather to work on the site of
the new home for the Elie family on Norwood Ave in Old Bridge, the first Morris
Habitat build in this town. Jimmy, Taylor and their two children were randomly
selected on Facebook Live the week before the October 12th Groundbreaking
Ceremony.
The family currently lives in Queens, NY and will be commuting to New Jersey to
do their sweat equity at the construction site. At the ceremony, Taylor shared, “I
would like to thank everybody for helping me and my family start a better future for
my kids.”
On behalf of the Elie family, we would like to extend a special thank you to New
Jersey Natural Gas and Old Bridge Township Mayor Owen Henry and the entire
professional team for their time and dedication to ensure affordable housing in the
community. Additionally, thank you to WMBC-TV for capturing the story and
sharing it with your viewers. If you were not able to watch it live, view the

Do you want to help us achieve our goal and build more
affordable homes?
Consider a sponsorship learn more at www.tinyurl.com/b4ukbpkf
or an in-kind donation learn more at www.tinyurl.com/uzsxsyk5 today!

Support us by donating here!
www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate

Please stay connected at
www.MorrisHabitat.org

Buy a Brick, Build a Home
Through supporting the Buy a Brick, Build a Home campaign, you will support Morris
Habitat’s Bennett Avenue project in Randolph, NJ. The project, when completed, will be
home to 25 families who searched, in some cases for years, to find affordable housing and a
place to call home.
These customized bricks will create the paths between buildings in the neighborhood and
remind new Habitat homeowners daily about the community that supported their
homeownership journey.
We invite you to purchase a brick and help build the pathways to connect neighbors and to
connect new Habitat homeowners to their community of Randolph. Please visit
www.morrishabitat.org/buy-a-brick-build-a-home to personalize your brick and support our
community today!

Volunteers Team up in the ReStore
A tractor trailer full of unassembled furniture arrived at the ReStore last month but
there just wasn’t enough staff to unload and assemble. Rich Cooke homeowner
coordinator, saw an opportunity to rally Morris Habitat’s Carpenter’s Club and
Faithful volunteers for a mini furniture blitz build.
Over a couple of weeks, ReStore staff unloaded the truck while the volunteer
teams got to work on assembling furniture and beds. All ReStore sales help build
homes, so moving the merchandise was a priority. “They were great, if it wasn’t
for the volunteers, we would still have all the merchandise sitting in the back
room,” said Ben Roberts, ReStore’s Chief Retail Officer.

Take Action. Advocate.
Did you know that 74% of extremely low-income households spend half or more of their income
on housing in New Jersey? Help us make the #CostOfHome something we all can afford.
Everyone deserves to build the foundation for a stable, healthy future for themselves and their
families — no matter who they are, where they live or how much money they earn. Together,
we can ensure every family has a stable and affordable place to call home.
To learn more about how you can advocate for more affordable housing in your community,
visit www.morrishabitat.salsalabs.org/advocacycommunications to subscribe to receive advocacy
communications from Morris Habitat for Humanity.

A Note from our Cars for Homes Donor, Matt C.

"We got this van 10 years ago when my first son was born. It was such a
blessing at the time. We just added our second child to the family. Since
then we have added two more sons. We are a homeschool family and
we have been able to use this van to go to our various homeschool trips
and co-op days in Kentucky. I brought two of my kids home in this van
and visited my sister in TX and parents in PA and OH in this van. I have
been able to use it for ministry. I have taken many kids home and had
girl pow-wows in the van on cold winter nights drinking shakes. This van
is definitely loved on by our family and we are so happy it will bless
someone else soon."
- Adam & Michelle, Cars for Homes donors

Inspired? Learn how your car can make a difference:
1. Call 877-277-4344 or start the process
online: carsforhomes@habitat.org
2. Arrange towing
3. Receive your tax receipt

