
DONATE TODAY! 
One of the most gratifying parts of our work at Morris Habitat for Humanity is seeing our affordable  
homebuilding efforts come full circle. Our homeowners gain financial security and become faithful 
donors to our organization. They provide a solid foundation and launching pad for their children, 
who go on to successful careers. They mentor new partner families, offering advice and support on 
their journey to homeownership. 
 
At Morris Habitat we are excited and proud to add a new milestone: Four Morris Habitat homeown-
ers joined our Board of Directors in December. Jessica Esteves, Luis Esteves, Erica Scott 
and Michael Scott will lend their voices and experiences to help guide our organization over the 
next three years. Also joining our board in January are: David Fine, Eugene Messina, Veronica 

Montagna, Marsha Merola Salmon, Emerson Simon and Thomas Vitiello. Please visit www.MorrisHabitat.org for the full list 
of these business and community leaders who help advise Morris Habitat.  
 
The moment is bittersweet, as Board President Ken Sauter steps down after six years. During Ken's tenure, Morris Habitat worked 
with 325 families, including 55 homeowners. We repaired and preserved 172 existing homes and helped 98 families worldwide. Ken’s 
quiet leadership steadied the ship through unexpected challenges: our recent merger, Covid-19, our changing business model, the  
temporary ReStore closure, and the suspension of our volunteer program during the pandemic-- all the while trying to celebrate our 
35th anniversary and continue to build decent, affordable homes. 
 
Ken will be honored with the Don Kuhn Inspiration Award at our 16th Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala on Feb. 25, which will be vir-
tual this year. We hope you will join us to learn more about our hardworking partner families, Morris Habitat's recent expansion, and our 
largest building project to date. The evening will be a fun celebration of our work, volunteers, partners and community. You won't want 
to miss it! Your support will help Morris Habitat families realize the dream of owning an affordable home and the promise of healthier, 
brighter futures. 

 

From Morris Habitat CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson  

Morris Habitat Homeowners Include Frontline Workers  
At Morris Habitat, we are constantly inspired by our homeowner partners, and perhaps no one as 
much as Dr. Mahmoud Abdelghafar. Mahmoud overcame tremendous challenges – including six 
weeks recently recovering from Covid and nearly 80-hour weeks as a frontline health care worker --  
on his path to homeownership. 
 
Mahmoud, who immigrated from Egypt 25 years ago, his wife, Noura El Ouadoudi, and their son,  
Muhamad, 4, moved into their Morris Habitat home just before the new year. They are one of 12  
families at 119-121 Main St. in Succasunna – our biggest project completed to date. Visit 
www.MorrisHabitat.org to see local news coverage about the family’s journey to a safe, affordable,  
decent place to live. 
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February 2021                                                                                                 Moving Faith into Action 

1. Call 877-277-4344 or start 
   the process online: 

 
carsforhomes@habitat.org 

 
2. Arrange towing 

 
3. Receive your tax receipt 

www.habitat.org/support/donate-your-car 

Virtual Hearts & Hammers Gala is February 25th!  
For the first time, Morris Habitat’s Gala, our signature fundraiser, is going virtual! 
Please join us Thursday, Feb. 25, for Home is Where Hope Begins, an inspiring, fun
-filled evening that will bring our community together with a live-streaming celebration 
unlike any other. 
 
Meet Morris Habitat’s partner families and hear their inspiring stories. Learn about our 
exciting expansion and how you can get involved. Help us build our largest project 
since our founding in 1985 — brick by brick — without ever leaving home. Win prizes 
and so much more! 

 
Morris Habitat Board President Ken Sauter will receive the Don Kuhn Inspiration Award for his service and dedication. We are grate-
ful to our Premier Sponsors Bayer and Valley Bank and our Home Sponsor GAF. The evening is free and begins with a  
preshow at 6:45 p.m., followed by the Gala event from 7 to 8 p.m.  

Morris Habitat’s Aging in Place program is 

working on front porch repairs at 

a Morristown home (shown left). Our  

Carpenters Club, a group of faithful  

volunteers who work at our construction 

sites, is instrumental in these projects. 

https://morrishabitat.salsalabs.org/2021heartsandhammersgala/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=7ec8993e-f03e-4874-9174-72649ca4c22b&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://morrishabitat.salsalabs.org/2021heartsandhammersgala/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=7ec8993e-f03e-4874-9174-72649ca4c22b&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://default.salsalabs.org/T125ab6aa-cfc0-4b02-b250-71b5785b5d7d/ca1b82e5-f694-4c9c-9fa5-4c50f1af5850?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444


“I Love What Habitat Stands For”  

Habitat’s Legislative Meeting Goes Virtual  
Habitat for Humanity’s annual legislative conference is going virtual this 

year. Habitat on the Hill 2021: For home, from home will be held Feb. 9-11. 

 

This event typically draws hundreds of Habitat supporters – including Morris 

Habitat leaders -- to Capitol Hill to advocate for safe, decent, affordable housing. 

Attending this year are Morris Habitat CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson, COO Liz 

DeCoursey, Director of Program Development Mark Odenwelder, Advocacy  

Program Coordinator Hannah Oppenheimer and Morris Habitat Advocacy  

Mission member Pat Bomus. 

 

Habitat’s first-ever virtual event will feature national experts discussing how racially discriminatory housing policies have affected home 

affordability and how election outcomes influence housing policy. There also will be opportunities to meet online with members of  

Congress to advocate for our #CostOfHome goal: that everyone – no matter where they live or how much they earn -- has a decent 

place to live. 

For volunteer Kathy Hubley, supporting Morris Habitat is a family affair. 

 

Kathy has volunteered with Morris Habitat for Humanity for more than eight years, first helping 

build homes. She later worked in the ReStore and as an integral part of our Hearts & Hammers 

Gala team, including supporting this year’s first-ever virtual event. In the past, Kathy has helped 

set up the Gala, solicit items for our silent auction and worked tirelessly on the ad journal,  

designing and managing sponsors’ ads. Volunteering at the event allows Kathy to put her  

experience as a marketing professional to work to advance Morris Habitat’s mission. 

 

She also recruited her two sisters as donors. Mary Hubley, a musician known professionally 

as Maribyrd, has donated an in-home concert for past Gala silent auctions, and she and Kathy 

performed at our recent 35th anniversary celebration. Kathy’s sister Christine Eastman is a floral designer and owner of Stargazers  

Florist who has generously donated centerpieces to our Gala and holiday party. 

 

“I love what Habitat stands for,” Kathy said. “Homeownership was always a dream of mine. I saved and bought my first house in 2017. 

Habitat is not a hand-out. It’s a hand up. They give people a chance to have a dream.” 

 

Visit www.MorrisHabitat.org to learn more about how Morris Habitat’s volunteer opportunities and partnerships help bring people  

together to build homes, communities and hope. 

 

Follow us on Social Media! 

Shop Anytime at the ReStore’s eBay  

Collection and Discount Building Supply  

The ReStore’s two online marketplaces are always open. Coach bags,  

Waterford crystal and Pottery Barn furniture are just a few of the items recently 

listed on the ReStore Collection eBay store – at great prices. The Collection 

sells high-end furnishings, antiques, jewelry and collectibles.   

 

The ReStore Discount Building Supply sells a variety of home improvement 

items, lighting and furnishings. It’s perfect for those remodeling or just  

completing a few do-it-yourself projects. Both stores help Morris Habitat build 

safe, decent, affordable homes. 

 

All areas of the ReStore are seeking donations, either by drop off or free 

pickup. Check out the ReStore website to find out what we accept, or to sched-

ule a free donation pickup. 

 

The ReStore always needs volunteers to help on our sales floor and warehouse. You can learn new skills, give back to your  

community and help build affordable housing – all at once. We provide the training. Visit our volunteer opportunities to learn more. 

When you donate, shop and volunteer at the ReStore, you help families in need of affordable housing. Visit www.MorrisRestore.org 

for more information. 

Please stay connected at  

www.MorrisHabitat.org 

Support us by donating here—www.morrishabitat.org/donate! 

https://www.habitat.org/about/advocacy/habitat-on-the-hill?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.habitat.org/costofhome?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
http://www.maribyrd.com/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
http://stargazersflorist.net/home.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
http://stargazersflorist.net/home.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.ebay.com/str/restorecollection?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://discountbuildingsupply.org/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.morrisrestore.org/donate/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444
https://www.morrisrestore.org/volunteer/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=44444444-4444-4444-4444-444444444444

