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Letter from Morris Habitat CEO Blair Schleicher Wilson

Dear Friends,

| am pleased to share Morris Habitat for Humanity’s Annual Report, which highlights our
2020 activities and introduces several of our inspiring partner families and volunteers.
Read it here: www.morrishabitat.org/financial-information

Despite the pandemic challenges of the past year, our work never stopped. Morris
Habitat provided housing solutions to 63 families, and built a pipeline of future

f: Please join us Aug. 23 as we dedicate a new home in Jefferson Township with Morris
| Habitat homeowners Scott and Marly Davis and their six children.

= The Davis family searched and prayed for more than 10 years for a home they could
= afford. The family of eight lives in a two-bedroom apartment, with their six

~+ children -- ages 6 to 18 -- sharing one bedroom. It is not only crowded but
stressful, Scott and Marly said.

They have worked with Morris Habitat over the last year to build a four-bedroom,
two-bathroom home in the township’s Lake Shawnee section. The dedication will
be held outside from 11 a.m. to noon. For information or to RSVP, please click visit
www.morrishabitat.org/jefferson-dedication-8-23-21

Lucky Duck Volunteers Make a Difference

A huge thank-you to the volunteers who helped the ReStore’s recent Lucky Duck
event go so swimmingly. And a special shout-out to Kona Ice which donated 20% of
its profits from the event to Morris Habitat!

The Morris Habitat ReStore needs volunteers to work throughout the retail operation, from
cashier and greeter to furniture repair and pricing. Volunteers must be 16 or older to work
without a chaperone. ReStore training for new volunteers is available several times a
month, and the schedule can be viewed here—www.morrisrestore.org/volunteer.

Morris Habitat recently partnered with the South Brunswick Office on Aging to donate about
| a dozen recycled laptops to lower-income township residents. After Bobst North

America donated the computers to Morris Habitat, our staff and volunteers cleaned and
refurbished them. A big thank you to Morris Habitat volunteer David Sullivan and Operations
i Assistant Darleen Nelson, who coordinated this effort.

From left to right: Director of the South Brunswick Office on Aging Caryl Greenberg; social
worker Dawn Neglia; South Brunswick Director of Social Services Jeanne Wert; Operations
Assistant Darleen Nelson; Homeowner Sustainability Coordinator Rich Cooke; Morris
Habitat volunteer David Sullivan; Director of Program Development Mark Odenwelder.
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Please stay connected at
m E www.MorrisHabitat.org
and follow us on Social Media

Putting a Dent in the Housing Shortage |

“What will it take to build 10 million units of housing?”
poell What will it take to build That was the topic as Habitat for Humanity International CEO Jonathan Reckford recently

. hosted a panel discussion about the national housing shortage.
i rephactBostio Pt G20 P ecen ik HFHI is working to address this need with the construction of homes that are safe, adequate,
%@ ofAtana ' available, and affordable. Reckford and the Habitat team aim to bring together the public and

10 million units of housing?

David Dworkin, President and CEQ, National Housing

Conference private sectors, and communities and families across the country, to solve homelessness and
jlonathan Reckford CEO Feabtatorumenty nermatonal |- ha|p families facing steep housing-cost burdens.

July1,2021
2-3p.m.EDT Edward Seiler, Executive Director, Research Institute for
fam.-12p.m.PDT Housing America, Mortgage Bankers Association

Click www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxgwtaDzAms

Shop the Morris Habitat ReStore for Back-to-School Savings

Whether you are packing up a child for college or setting up a quiet study area at home, the
Morris ReStore has everything you need. Come shop our selection of desks, lamps,
bookshelves, and area rugs.
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The ReStore also is hiring a part-time warehouse associate. Interested applicants should
Back-to-School ( email Chief Retail Officer Ben Roberts at ben.roberts@morrishabitat.org. When you donate,
Savings e shop, or volunteer at the ReStore, you help families in need of affordable housing.

Morris Habitat is grateful to the Westfield Service League for its $1,750 grant to support our
Aging in Place program. This donation will help Morris Habitat get families into safe, decent,

THRIFT'oese affordable homes more quickly. Learn more at www.thewestfieldserviceleague.org.
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Pictured left: Westfield Service League Co-Presidents Rosann LiVolsi and Linda Heroux

Interested in Homeownership?
Attend a Virtual Info Session

Interested in Homeownership? Morris Habitat will hold two virtual information meetings this month for three of our newest

affordable home projects: 308 Norwood Ave., Old Bridge; 829 E. 3rd St., Plainfield; and 3
Settlers Ridge, Washington Township (Long Valley).

The meetings will include an overview of Morris Habitat, and attendance at one session is

required for prospective homeowners. They will be held from 6 to 7 p.m. Aug. 4, and 10
to 11 a.m. Aug. 7. Visit https://www.morrishabitat.org/homeownership/apply-for-

e R home-ownership to RSVP.

“Seeing Our Mission in Action"

For Morris Habitat staffer Mark Odenwelder, working with our partner families is one of the best parts
of his job. “I have the privilege of seeing our mission in action and the people who are the recipients
of our work directly,” Mark said. “There’s a lot of smiles. It's very powerful.”

As Morris Habitat’s director of program development, Mark runs the Home Repair and Aging in
Place programs, which help roughly 60 existing, low-income homeowners a year with critical
maintenance and renovations. Projects may range from installing a bathroom grab bar to roof
repairs to constructing wheelchair ramps.

“Very often, people are able to stay in their homes, but they haven’t been able to keep up with the
upkeep,” Mark said. “Our goal is to keep people warm, safe, and dry.”

Mark joined Morris Habitat in 2020, after he returned from 15 years in Ecuador where he directed
an educational nonprofit organization that ran a school and study abroad programs.

Please visit www.morrishabitat.org/homeownership/apply-for-home-ownership and
www.morrishabitat.org/programs/neighborhood-revitalization-home-repair for more information.
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Support us by donating here! —

‘ www.MorrisHabitat.org/Donate et




